
Our recent Section 48  
inspection report  
describes one of the 
strengths of St Columba’s  
as the school being  
“a spiritual oasis in which 
all students grow in 
faith and demonstrate a  
willingness to serve”. Being 
proud of our faith, being 
proud to be different is  
counter- cultural in  
21st Century life - it’s  
radical! Being part of a 
community that lives 
this out ties in very nicely  
with the last line from 
the Gospel this Sunday: 
“Your endurance will win you 
your lives”. 
 
This week and next, Yr 
11 have been taking PPEs 
(Pre-Public Exams) or 
mocks as they used to be 
known. These are being 
undertaken under exam 
conditions and help  
students to get used to 
the experience they have 
ahead of them in May 
and June of next year, 
but also help to show  
areas that will need more 
attention between the 
end of this term and the 
start of the exam season.   

There are only 175 days 
before the first GCSE 
exam in the middle  
of May 2023; I hope Yr 11  
students are using the 
time wisely – we tell 
them often enough! – 
to revise and prepare 
for these important  
examinations.
 
As well as the PPEs, 
there’s lots of other  
activities taking place – or 
about to.  Next Thursday,  
17 November, we have 
our first Parents’ Evening 
of the academic year for 
Yr 9. Parents are already 
signing up very rapidly 
(68% of families in fact!) 
so if you haven’t fixed 
your appointments yet 
you may want to think 
about getting them 
booked. It does appear 
to be a common thread 
with successful students  
that behind them is a 
family that works in  
partnership with the 
school to help them 
achieve their best.
 
Also, next week, on  
Tuesday, Ms Holbrook  
will be running the  

first School Council  
meetings of the year.  
This is an important  
part of our student  
voice work because we  
value our young men 
and their opinions. 
Along with the regular 
requests to bring chips 
back to the menu, they 
will often surprise us 
with the maturity of 
their observations and  
suggestions. There will 
be a report in next week’s 
issue.
 
Information continues  
to be updated by Dee  
Zammit, our Careers Ad-
viser on the Sixth Form 
and College Open events 
and you can see the latest 
information on page 4.  
 

Also on page 4 there 
is contact information  
about a Family Emotional  
Health event being  
run by the Local Authority  
on Tuesday 29 November 
in the Geddes Community  
Hall in Bexleyheath.
 
Elsewhere in this issue 
Mrs Turner’s letter can be 
found on page 2 on how 
we conduct ourselves in 
school, Mr Creighton  
reports on the Yr 7 Grow 
the Pound competition  
on page 2 and Mr Dennis  
reminds us of the  
importance of Proof  
Reading in Literacy Corner,  
to be found on page 3. 
Happy reading!

D. Evans
Headteacher

Welcome
Message  
from the 
Headteacher

St Columba’s Catholic Friday 11 November 2022

Issue CCXLVI

17 pages
   Weekly News 

Prayer for the Week
Lord, open our eyes that we may see you in our brothers  
and sisters.
Lord, open our ears that we may hear the cries of the hungry, 
the cold, the frightened and the oppressed.
Lord, open our hearts that we may love each other as  
you love us.
Renew us in your spirit free us, and make us one.  Amen

Future Fixtures
 

Tuesday 22 November 22 
 Yr9 Inter-House Football
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As we near the end of the 
half term it is tempting 
to throw the towel in on 
some of our expectations of  
ourselves and take easier 
paths. The Gospel this week 
tells the story of Dishonest 
Judge delivering a verdict to 
make a problem go away. In 
Acts of Worship next week I 
will challenge our students 
to think about how that  
applies to our own lives,  
particularly with regards 
making time to pray and  
reflect.
 
The demand for Open 
Morning Tours this year has  
been unprecedented, families  
are very keen to see what makes 
St Columba’s so different  
from the other local schools.  
I have had to organise extra 
dates; these visits are organised  
via the school office. 
 
Early in the week I watched 
a large crowd of excited boys 
(and staff!) troop off with Mr 
Palmer and Miss Olarinde 
to see a play at the National  
Theatre. Our drama offer  
at St Columba’s is really first 
class - a report on the trip 
can be found on Page 2.
 

The school marked World  
Mental Health Day on Monday 
with many staff wearing an 
item of Yellow. I joined Mr 
Caritey’s French lesson and 
picked up a book I hadn’t read 
in 18 months. I immediately  
came across a passage I  
needed for my work and had 
long forgotten about. We all 
need to make time to read!
 
Finally, as this half term 
draws to a close, a reminder  
that the half-term finishes  
on Thursday at 2:30pm,  
Friday being an INSET Day.  
School resumes at 8:30am on  
Monday 31 October.  

Have an enjoyable half-term.

D. Evans
Headteacher

Welcome
Message  
from the 
Headteacher

St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School Friday 14 October 2022
Issue CCXLiii

19 pages   Weekly News 
Prayer for the Week

God be in my head, and in my understanding.

God be in my eyes, and in my looking.

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking.

God be in my heart, and in my thinking.

God be at my end, and in my departing.

Amen
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Upcoming Rugby Fixture

St Columba’s Yr 9 Rugby 
away 

vs Hurstmere School
 

3:15 ko
 

Wednesday 19 October 2022

Online Safety

EE PhoneSmart Licence
Registration instructions
EE have recently released the 
PhoneSmart Licence. It reminds 
your son of the key online 
safety principles. PhoneSmart 
includes 5 short modules and 
it will take around 1 hour 
to complete. Your son will 
then receive their PhoneSmart  
Licence code. 

Once complete, please let 
me know and I will allocate 
achievement points on Class 
Charts. Parents will have to 
register their child for them 
to participate.  The website: 
eephonesmart.co.uk/register
Good luck!

Mr Williams
Head of Computer Science

December  
12 Yr 10 Handball - RCN/HMN/REE
13  Yr 9 Handball - REE/HMN
14  Yr 8 Handball - WVO/RCN
15  Yr 7 Handball - WVO/RCN 
February   
1, 2 & 22 Yr10  Dodgeball - RCN/WO/REE
6   Yr 7 Dodgeball - HMN/WVO
7  Yr 8 Dodgeball - WVO/HMN 
8   Yr 9 Dodgeball - RCN/REE
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Grow that Pound!

In the first half term Y7 were set the challenge to ‘Grow 
The Pound’ where each form received £10 and had to 
turn that into as much money as possible for charity. 
I was delighted to see so many fantastic methods of 
fundraising going on, from 7F’s guess the sweets in the 
jar to 7C’s spin the wheel raffle. 

Mr Bhana’s 7M came out on top raising over half of the 
total £122.09 raised and as the winners they were able  

to choose the charity the money was donated to. They 
have chosen ‘Get Kids Going’ who are sponsoring two 
cyclists riding 3000 miles to raise money for children 
and adults with impairments. 

Well done to every year 7 student who got involved 
and thank you to form tutors for giving up your free 
time to help!
 

Mr Creighton
Head of Year 7

Can parents please be mindful of our neighbours when  
parking cars to collect your sons. Local residents have  
requested that you cease parking on kerbs, over driveways, 
and in any manner that blocks them from continuing their day.  

If your son must be collected by car, why not park multiple 
streets away and encourage him to walk a little further?

A LeTteR from the Deputy Headteacher ….

Routines are important at St Columba’s.  
Routines keep everything running 
smoothly and the focus on learning. 
Our routines are established around 
three words embedded into school 
life: READY, RESPECTFUL, SAFE.

It is for this reason that we place 
such an emphasis on punctuality. Punctuality to school, and  
punctuality to lessons. To be punctual means to be READY 
for learning. To be punctual means to be RESPECTFUL of the  
St Columba’s community – to staff who have carefully crafted  
sequences of learning, and to fellow students who want to  
maximise their learning time andavoid interruptions from 
latecomers. 
 

To be punctual means to be SAFE. Safe inside the school gates 
at the appropriate times, and safe in lessons under the care of 
adults.

When students leave us to take up their next phases of life, we 
want to have instilled within them the importance of being 
on time, whether it be for college, for work, for meetings, for 
appointments, or even for family and social events. It shows 
respect for the community they are involved with.

It is for all of these reasons we place such a high importance 
on punctuality. It is one of life’s lessons that lateness is not  
tolerated in society.

Mrs  Turner
Deputy Headteacher 

 
 

Mr Bhana and Form 7M



Proof Reading!

At the moment, Year 11 are sitting their ‘mock GCSEs’ 
- which is a stressful time for them.
 
It’s also a stressful time for English teachers, and 
 marking English and English Literature exams takes 
AGES. I’m currently being reminded very often about 
the importance of proof reading. 
 
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: one of the  
terrible things that people do is to forget to proof read 
their work. Sometimes, when we’re in a rush, we make 
silly mistakes that we’d be able to notice and correct 
really quickly if we just went back and read over what 
we’d just written. 

Mr D Dennis
 Literacy Coordinator and Teacher of English

For this week’s Right2Read profile, where we ask one member 
of staff to share a book that has great importance to them, 
and the reason why, we hear from Mrs Loveday-Jones, our 
SENDCo. 

“A book that made a massive impression on me 
was The Eagle of the Ninth by Rosemary Stucliff, 
which I first read when I was nine or ten. It ignited 
my love of history. It has a true History Mystery 
at heart of the plot and the writing was so detailed 
and descriptive that I felt I was transported back to 
Roman Britain.

It is based on the historical fact that the Ninth  
Legion seems to have ‘disappeared’ sometime 
around 110AD and a wingless damaged bronze eagle  
was discovered in 1886. Rosemary Sutcliffe the  
author of this books outs those two mysteries  
together to create this spellbinding quest adventure.
 
In this book a young centurion, Marcus, wants 
to find out what happened to his father, also a  
centurion who disappeared with the Ninth Legion. 
The story takes Marcus and the reader on a journey 
from a sunny Roman town in the south of Britain 
to the wild moors and lochs of the land of the Picts, 
far to the north of Hadrian’s Wall. It is a thrilling 
and mystical story but its message is one of how  
lasting friendship can be found between people 
with very different backgrounds and how important  
forgiveness, respect and loyalty are.
 
From the story I learned that the explanations of 
the past are based on ‘best guess’ from the available  
evidence. There may be many different interpretations  
and from then on I was driven by a need to know 
as much as could about the past, in order to be 
able to judge for myself. (I still secretly hope that, like  
Marcus I will stumble across a mystery that will set me off  
on a breath-taking adventure to discover the truth!)”

 01322 553236          office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk         www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk     @stcolumbascbs 3

Three Top Tips for Proof Reading: 

1. If possible, read the writing out loud to yourself. This makes it 
easy to spot spelling mistakes and help you if you can’t figure 
where to put commas or full stops. NOT RECOMMENDED IF YOU 
ARE IN AN EXAM!   

 
2. Count things. At times, we over-use the same few words, which 

can get dull for the reader and make you sound like you have a 
limited vocabulary. Count how many times you use each word 
in a paragraph - if you’re using the same adjective (a word that 
describes a noun - a thing) or adverb (a word that describes 
a verb - an action) more than twice, you need to think about 
using different words... 

 
3. Think about how you end your sentences. There are four  

different ways to end a sentence - when you look at a  
paragraph, look at how many different ways you’ve used.  
If you have used none, that’s bad. 



Post 16 Open Evenings - 2022

Please make sure you book your place via their website!

FLARE Family Emotional Health

PLEASE REMEMBER 
to collect items you 

have ordered from the 
school using Parent 
Pay from the Front 
Office. They will be 
ready for collection 

after 48 hours. 

We do send 
notifications out 
via Class Charts 

and at the moment 
there are a large 

number of items that 
families have paid for 
which have yet to be 

collected..  

Thank you!
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Yr 9 and Yr 10 Columban Schools Media Competition

We are inviting all Year 9 and Year 10 boys to take part 
in this exciting competition in which… you can win 
up to £300!

Columban Missionaries’ latest Schools Media  
Competition was launched on World Peace Day (21st 
September). 

The competition is for students from 13-18 years old 
who are invited to demonstrate an awareness and un-
derstanding of conflict and peacemaking in the world 
today, through the submission of either a written  
article or an original image.

Students are asked to do their own research and shine 
light on people, communities and/or organisations 
who are trying to make the world a better place for 
everyone by building peaceful futures. 

We are inviting all Year 9 and Year 10 boys to take part 
in this exciting competition in which… you can win 
up to £300!

Columban Missionaries’ latest Schools Media  
Competition was launched on World Peace Day  
(21st September). 
  

The competition is for students from 13-18 years old 
who are invited to demonstrate an awareness and  
understanding of conflict and peacemaking in the 
world today, through the submission of either a  
written article or an original image.

Students are asked to do their own research and shine 
light on people, communities and/or organisations 
who are trying to make the world a better place for 
everyone by building peaceful futures.

The RE Dept at St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School sees 
this as a focus on Catholic Social Teaching. So we invite 
you to enter the competition directly, but also send us 
a copy of your entry so we can also give you an internal 
school award. Even though Columban Missionaries have a later 
deadline, we invite you to submit your entry to them and to us by 
30th November 2022.

Full details can be found at:  
https://www.columbancompetition.com/ 

Copy your submitted entry to:  
fou@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk           

Good luck!

Mr Olowofoyeku
RE Dept
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https://rcaoseducation.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69d393775217c6f0fd611eecd&id=36bd894ff8&e=9ef17ced75
mailto:fou%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=


Bexley Public Health   would like to find out 
more about the needs of families with chil-
dren aged 0 to 19 years in Bexley to help improve, 
plan and develop services that work together  
to support the positive development of children  
and young people, parents and their communities.

We would like young people to complete our survey.  

Please can you support them to complete it in your 
school.  There is also a questionnaire for parents.
 
Parents’ questionnaire:
 Bexley 0-19 service Parents Questionnaire 

Young people’s questionnaire:
 Bexley 0-19 service Young People’s questionnaire 

Many thanks in anticipation for your support.
 
 

Pascale Berthellet 
Public Health Advisor for Children and Young People

Questionnaire for Parents and Young People   
School nursing services
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=SkwFRK9qzkO39F7cnZdGxWgelYtUatNCscytE68xSvlUOEFWTkNBV0tRSUVXSTQwRkY1NVlVTDRVMC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=SkwFRK9qzkO39F7cnZdGxWgelYtUatNCscytE68xSvlUMFFWS1VCQlUyS09DNzlEWDJBRzU0UDE0Vi4u


St Columba’s KS3 Rugby 
Club 

Year 7 and Year 8 
Tuesdays 2:30 - 4pm 
You will need full PE 

Kit

Clubs

There are so many clubs and activities taking place 
after school - what does your son do?
 
For many of us reminiscing on our own school days it 
isn’t the algebra lessons or the comprehension tasks we 
remember, it is the extra-curricular activities! 
 

Whether it is being part of a band, playing sport or  
watching films being part of a club is a major part of the 
all-round education your son receives at St Columba’s. 

Is he making the most of the opportunities?

Music Clubs

Term 1 PE Department Clubs

AUTUMN TERM - MUSIC DEPART-
MENT AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
BOYs DO SING!
All Years!
2:35pm - 3:05pm

RM – Mu2

African Drumming 
Yr7s only. Mu1
2:35pm -3pm 
(15 Max)

KEYBOARD CLUB
Year 7 - 9 (Only)
2:35pm -3:05pm

Mu3

Rock Band  
Year 7- 9 (Only)
2:45pm -3:15pm

MU2

KEYBOARD CLUB 
Yr10 – 11.   
Lunchtime 1:15pm 
MU3 (15 Max)

Electric Drums 
Fever!  Yr7s -Yr8s 
2:35pm -3:35pm 
(15min slots)
See Mr Watson

Electric Drums  
Fever!  Yr9s -Yr10s 
2:35pm -3:35pm (8 
Max)

Band Rehearsal
 2:35pm – 3:30pm

Practice Room 2

(See Mr Watson)

Recording Studio 
(See Mr Watson)

Yr9s only

 

Band Rehearsal
 2:30PM – 3:25PM

Practice Room 2

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
CLOSED AT 3PM

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
CLOSED AT 3:35PM

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
CLOSED AT 3:35PM

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
CLOSED AT 3:35PM

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
CLOSED AT 2:35PM

Rugby Club with Fred (Tuesdays)

Fred our former Chaplain retired at the end of last year. 
However, he didn’t stay away for too long! 

He has kindly volunteered his time to come back and run our 
Yr 7 and Yr 8 Rugby Club every Tuesday, 2:30 - 4pm. 
You will need full PE Kit.  All abilities welcome. Once a St Columba’s boy....
 

Mr Virgo
Head of PE

TERM 1 WVO REE RCN HMN BKY FUY AJN

TUESDAY KS3 BASKETBALL Y8 FOOTBALL 
TEAM

Y7 FOOTBALL 
TEAM

Y11 FOOTBALL 
TEAM

Y7 & Y8 

RUGBY

WEDNESDAY Y9 FOOTBALL 
TEAM

KS4 BASKETBALL FITNESS SUITE

THURSDAY TABLE - TENNIS Y10 FOOTBALL 
TEAM

Y10 RUGBY 
Wk1

Y9 RUGBY Wk2
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Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays

Activity BIBLE CLUB FILM CLUB
Y10 REVISION 

CLUB

Venue RE4 RE1 RE4

Staff FOU SSE FOU

Students Yrs 7-9 Yrs 7-9 Yr 10

RE Clubs

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

CHESS 
CLUB

THURSDAYS 

2.30-3.30 

In the library

Chess Club

Dungeons & Dragons Club
 All years Welcome
Thursdays 2.45 - 4pm in GG2
Any questions,  
ask Miss Solly (GG2)

Join the Adventure!
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STEM Club Rota

Stay Safe!

Tuesday night is Sparx night!  The maths department are proud to announce that Years 7, 8 and 9 will be using Sparx for their 

Maths homework this year. All students will be set one piece of homework a week which will take 

approximately 60 mins to complete. The homework will be released every Friday and students have 

unFl the next Friday to complete it. Students need to write both their workings out with the answers 

in their books so they can pass the bookwork checks. 
We are encouraging students to complete it by Tuesday so teachers can support any students that 

need support with the work. All students have been shown in their maths class how to login but if they need a reminder then they 

can watch the login video.  

 Parents, if you would like to find out more about Sparx please watch the video using the QR code. 

 We will also be running a Sparx club every Wednesday in MA1 for any students that want to 

complete their homework with a maths teacher. If you have any quesFons, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 
Here are some Year 7’s carrying out their Sparx pracFce task before compulsory homework starts this 

Friday! 

Mr Williams (M) (Head of Maths) Mr Jesuratnam (2i/c Maths) 

How do I login?

Parent video

Date Staff member Ac4vity 

3rd November 2022 GMN Penguin huddles 

10th November 2022 NBA Cherry coke dis4lla4on 

17th November 2022 EOO Iodine clock

24th November 2022 OOE Invisible ink 

1st December 2022 RDS Salt crystal decora4ons 

8th December 2022 GMN PoinseNa pH 

Sparx Club 

Maths Homework Club

For Years 7, 8 and 9 on a Weds 

afternoon in IT room 1 from 

2.40pm to 3.40pm.



SATURDAY SUNDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

ACTION FOR HAPPINESSSome Helpful Websites 
Supporting Parents  
Helpfinder (Young Minds)

A mix of concern about Covid,  
along with a possible financial 
impact, can make for a stressful  
household. By answering six 
questions, parents can find out 
how to support their child’s  
mental health. 

Find the help finder here: 

https://youngminds.org.uk/
supporting-parents-helpfind-
er/

When Emotions Explode
(Young Minds)

Young Minds have also created  
a poster highlighting ways to  
support children when they 
have angry feelings and may help  
 

families start a conversation 

and talk about each other’s  
feelings.

Download the poster here:
https://youngminds.org.uk/
media/4291/when-emo-
tions-explode-poster.pdf

Ms Holbrook
Safeguarding and  
Pastoral Manager

We build better family lives 
together

Email us for support 
askus@familylives.org.uk

People contact us about all 
aspects of family life that  
include all stages of a child’s 
development, issues with 
schools and parenting/ 
relationship support. 

We also respond when life  
becomes more complicated 
and provide support around 
family breakdown, aggression  
in the home, bullying, teenage  
risky behaviour and mental  
health concerns of both  
parents and their children.

If you need support or advice,  
you can call us on our  
helpline on  0808 800 2222  
(Mon - Fri 1.30-9pm) 

email us at :

askus@familylives.org.uk

Chat to us online or alternatively  
visit our forums or online 
advice.

New Ways November
The theme this month is “ how to find new ways forward”.  Getting absorbed in a new  
activity is a great way to boost your wellbeing. And when facing challenges, it can really 
help to take a new perspective or find a new way forward.  

Ms Holbrook Safeguarding and Pastoral Manager
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In line with November and raising awareness of men’s mental health, Kooth will be 
delivering a young men’s mental health workshop.
 
This interactive workshop will address the barriers and stigma facing young men 
speaking about their mental health. It will also feature group discussions about how 
we can make it easier for young men to talk about their mental health, and the free, 
safe, and anonymous mental health support Kooth provides.



A registered charity

Call free day or night on 

116 123
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Day or night
We’re here
when life’s
difficult

If life’s hard right now, 
we’re here to listen so you 
don’t have to face it alone.

 liamE
 gro.snatiramas@ojgro.snatiramas /  yelxeb

Maybe you can’t quite put your finger on it, but you’re not 
feeling okay. You might be feeling tired more often, be 
feeling emotional, and you might not want to do the things 
that you usually enjoy right now.

Struggling to cope with everyday life doesn’t look or feel the 
same in everyone. We can’t generalise about how it’ll make 
you feel or act.

Samaritans are here to listen. You can call us on 116 123, email 
us at jo@samaritans.org or write us a letter.

You don’t have to feel suicidal to get in touch. Only 1 person 
in 5 who calls Samaritans says that they feel suicidal.  

• Signs to look out for

• Lacking energy or feeling tired  

• Feeling exhausted all the time

 

Places to get help....

www.childline.org
Call us free on 0800 1111

www.headspace.com

Hundreds of articles for 
any mind, any mood, any 
goal.

The virus has brought monumental change to how  
we teach and care for children and young people.  
The virus presents a particular challenge for a lot of 
younger children as they adapt to new social distancing 
measures and forms of learning.

To support different forms of learning, Jim Gamble’s 
team at Inqeue have prepared a short animation, a story 
book and an activity to support teachers and parents 
tackle misinformation and help children understand 
Coronavirus.

https://ineqe.com/2020/03/20/animation-story-
book-explains-the-coronavirus-to-children/

www.mind.org

What we do: 
We provide advice and support to empower anyone 
experiencing a mental health problem. We campaign to 
improve services, 
aise awareness and promote understanding.

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/?utm_
source=Workplace+Updates&utm_
campaign=387d089585-EMAIL_
CAMPAIGN_2019_06_24_03_49_COPY_01&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_ef4a7868f3-
387d089585-74819051 

www.ineqe.com
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And if you do think these 
symptoms sound like you, 
or someone you know, 
please still get in touch on 
116 123, at jo@samaritans.
org, or in another way 
that suits you.

• Experiencing ‘brain fog’, find it hard to think clearly

• Finding it hard to concentrate 

• Feeling restless and agitated

• Feeling tearful, wanting to cry all the time 

• Not wanting to talk to or be with people

• Not wanting to do things you usually enjoy 

• Using alcohol or drugs to cope with feelings

• Finding it hard to cope with  

  everyday things and tasks.

A registered charity

Call free day or night on 

116 123
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Day or nightWe’re herewhen life’sdifficult

If life’s hard right now, we’re here to listen so you don’t have to face it alone.
 liamE

 gro.snatiramas@oj

gro.snatiramas
/  yelxeb

mailto: jo@samaritans.org
http://www.childline.org
http://www.headspace.com
http://www.kooth.com 
https://ineqe.com/2020/03/20/animation-story-book-explains-the-coronavirus-to-children/
https://ineqe.com/2020/03/20/animation-story-book-explains-the-coronavirus-to-children/
http://www.childline.org
http://www.kooth.com 
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/?utm_source=Workplace+Updates&utm_
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/?utm_source=Workplace+Updates&utm_
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/?utm_source=Workplace+Updates&utm_
http://www.ineqe.com


7 Top Tips to Support Reading at Home
Shared reading is a great way to develop children’s language and communication and 
to boost their reading skills. Regular reading routines can offer lots of opportunities for 
learning during school closures.

Talk about the joy of reading whenever you can. Your child is on an amazing 
journey to becoming a reader.  Put them in the driving seat and have fun 
on the way! For example, ‘choose your favourite story for bedtime tonight.’

Maintain the 
motivation to read7

When you’ve finished reading, talk about what happened. Acting out the 
things that happened in the story or describing the big idea of a chapter 
is really fun and maximises learning. For example, ‘can you remember all 
the things that happened on the bear hunt?’

Ask your child to 
summarise what 
they have read

4

Make books a part of the family. Encourage your child to share them with 
a relative or friend, over a video call. Laugh about them when you are 
making meals together. For example, ‘I hope the tiger doesn’t come to 
tea today!’

Read and discuss 
reading with friends 
or family

6

If it is a book, look at the front cover—or the last chapter—and talk about 
what might happen next. Look for clues in the book and be a reading 
detective! For example, ‘can you see the bear on the front cover? Where 
do you think he will go?’

Ask your child to 
make predictions 
about what they 
have read

3

Write, or draw pictures, from anything you’ve read! Big writing and 
pictures are even more fun. For example, use an old roll of wallpaper to 
make a treasure map with clues from the stories you’ve read together.

Ask your child to 
write about what 
they have read

5

All reading matters. Shared reading is about ‘reading with’, not just 
‘reading to’ (even for older children). So, ask lots of ‘Wh’ questions, such 
as Who? What? When? Where? Why? Try them when talking about 
books: for example, ‘what do you think Harry is feeling?’

Ask your child lots 
of questions2

Don’t worry too much about the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of reading each day. 
Books are great —but leaflets, comics, recipes and instructions on a 
webpage can all be great too. Following a recipe to make some cupcakes 
is valuable reading. Be on the lookout for reading, wherever it is!

Concentrate on 
reading quality 
(it isn’t all about 
reading lots!)

1

Education Endowment Foundation (2018) 
Preparing for Literacy: Improving Communication, Language and Literacy in the Early Years. Education Endowment Foundation: London. 
Available online: eef.li/literacy-early-years
Education Endowment Foundation (2019).
Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools. Education Endowment Foundation: London.  
Available online: eef.li/literacy-ks3-ks4
Breadmore, H.L., Vardy, E.J., Cunningham, A.J., Kwok, R.K.W., & Carroll, J.M. (2019). 
Literacy Development: Evidence Review. Education Endowment Foundation: London.  
Available online: educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Literacy_Development_Evidence_Review.pdf 
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Taken from the Gospel for 13th November 2022 (Luke 21:5-19): Perseverance
When some were talking about the Temple, remarking how it was adorned with � ne stonework and votive offerings, Jesus said, “All these 
things you are staring at now - the time will come when not a single stone will be left on another: everything will be destroyed.” And they put 
to him this question: “Master,” they said, “when will this happen, then, and what sign will there be that this is about to take place?” “Take care 
not to be deceived,” he said, “because many will come using my name and saying, ‘I am he’ and ‘The time is near at hand’. Refuse to join 
them. And when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is something that must happen but the end is not so soon.” 
Then he said to them, “Nation will � ght against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes and plagues and 
famines here and there; there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. But before all this happens, men will seize you and persecute 
you; they will hand you over to the synagogues and to imprisonment, and bring you before kings and governors because of my name - and 
that will be your opportunity to bear witness. Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to prepare your defence, because I myself shall give 
you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers, relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. You will be hated by all men on account of my name, but not a hair of 
your head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your lives.”

2 Read

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for 
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay 
attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 13th November 2022 - The Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wednesday 9th November 2022 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

T h e  P a r i s h  V e r s i o n

Encountering Christ
Prayerfully preparing for the 
Sunday Mass and praying in 

particular for our school families

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s refl ection.
Luke was writing his gospel after the devastation of Jerusalem by the Roman armies in 70 AD, and the way he frames the words of Jesus suggests that he had 
witnessed the devastation. Massive blocks of stone, thrown down from the walls, are still lying there as they fell, scattered at the base of the Temple. The message 
of this passage is, then, the same as Paul’s in today’s second reading: the end is sure, but is not yet. Jesus prepares his followers for what is to come before the 
cataclysmic fi nale. He warns against false Messiahs, political leaders or other saviour-fi gures who claim to ‘put the world to rights’. His followers will be continually 
challenged to give an account of their beliefs, harassed and martyred in every age, betrayed by those they thought their friends. There is a promise that Jesus will 
provide the words and wisdom for Christians to make a reply to their persecutors; there is a promise too of protection from real harm - but there is no promise 
that it will be a quiet and easy life. A constant theme in Luke’s Good News is that the followers of Jesus must follow him in his diffi culties and trials. Only with like 
endurance will they stay true to him and keep in his footsteps.

Refl ection: Recall an occasion when the Lord gave you wisdom beyond your own.

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 13th November 2022

First Reading: Burning like an Oven

Malachi 3:19-20
The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and all the 
arrogant and the evil-doers will be like stubble. The day that is 
coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, leaving 
them neither root nor stalk. But for you who fear my name, the 
sun of righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays.

Each year the Church takes the opportunity at the end of the 
liturgical season to remind us that the Day of the Lord is coming. 
This ‘Day of the Lord’ has several different meanings, depending 
on context. In the Old Testament it was the great and terrible day, 
pictured in ever more catastrophic cosmic images, when the Lord 
would come to set right all injustice. In today’s world this would be 
some upheaval! Rags to riches, riches to rags, slumdog millionaires, 
emperors wearing no clothes! Then Jesus came, declaring that the 
Kingdom was at hand, that the Day was dawning. And so it did - 
at the Hour of Jesus, completed on the first Easter Sunday, when 
the world and life were changed for ever. Yet in another sense, at 
another level, the Day is still to come. Christians are different from 
every other people, in that we live in expectation, in the knowledge 
that at some time everything will be brought to completion. The 
sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. Christ will 
hand over the Kingdom to his Father, having put all things under 
his feet, even the last enemy, death. This is the end to which we 
believe all history is pointing.

What do you understand by ‘The Day of the Lord’?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org          e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee – 01125628 © Copyright 2022 The Wednesday Word Trust

Second Reading: Keep Busy

In his earlier letter to the Thessalonians Paul had warned them that 
the Day would come ‘like a thief in the night’, like an unexpected 
trap suddenly sprung. The recipients of the letter seem to have 
been so panicked that some simply downed tools and sat waiting. 
So now Paul chides them that anyone who does not work should 
not eat either. The charge of ‘idleness’ is not to be understood 
only on a literal level but on a symbolic level too. Paul himself not 
only worked to earn his bread and butter by his leather-working 
but also worked to set the fire of the Gospel alight all around 
the eastern Mediterranean. In all his writings he is acutely aware 
of the pressure from the end-point, from that Day of the Lord, 
although he has no idea when it will come. We don’t get any nearer 
perfection, or any nearer the state in which we would like the Lord 
to find us, simply by sitting and waiting. Even those who are chair-
bound, and can indeed only sit and wait, are able at the same time 
mightily to advance the Kingdom by bringing the light and joy of 
Christ to their surroundings.

What should we do to prepare for ‘The Day of the Lord’?

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we were not 
idle when we were with you, nor did we ever have our meals at 
anyone’s table without paying for them; no, we worked night and 
day, slaving and straining, so as not to be a burden on any of you. 
This was not because we had no right to be, but in order to make 
ourselves an example for you to follow. We gave you a rule when 
we were with you: not to let anyone have any food if he refused 
to do any work. Now we hear that there are some of you who are 
living in idleness, doing no work themselves but interfering with 
everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus Christ, we order and call on 
people of this kind to go on quietly working and earning the food 
that they eat.

We don’t get any nearer perfection... 
simply by sitting and waiting.


