
Message from the 
Headteacher

Each week throughout the year 
our Weekly News shines a light 
on what boys at St Columba’s  
actually do on a week by week  
basis. We believe it is important 
to focus on what a school actually  
does rather than what it says it 
does. I hope this Reflection gives 
you a taste of life at St Columba’s 
over the last twelve months.
 
Our school Vision is a simple one, 
focused on Gospel Values and 
the value of each member of our 
community. Every individual at 
St Columba’s is known cared for 
and encouraged to become the 
best they can be.
 
Throughout this Reflection you  
can see for yourself how our  
community cares for each other  
and for those outside our  
community. Inspirational staff  
guide our incredible students so 
that they are ready for the next 
steps of their lives; we work 
closely with our families with the 
mindset that it takes a village to 
raise a child. I hope the articles 
you see within these pages put a 
smile on your face!
 
Next year sees the 50th Anniversary  
of the opening of St Columba’s -  
if you are looking for the right 
school for your son, have a look 
at what we do; you will want your 
son to be part of our community 
as we embark on our second half  
century.

D. Evans
Headteacher

War Graves Visit

In November, we took a 
small group of students to 
the Commonwealth War 
Graves in St Mary’s Church,  
Bexley Village. There is a  
total of twenty one war graves 
at present and these are only 
cleaned every two years by 
the War Graves Commission. 

 

We were not allowed to use 
any water or cleaning agents 
on the graves. I have done a 
‘before and after’ shot of one 
of the graves we cleaned.  
We made a difference by just 
brushing away the dirt. 

We placed six crosses, one  
from each Yr group and  

the school staff and a wreath 
on behalf of the whole 
school. We placed the school 
wreath at the grave of a  
Polish Air Force Officer.  

Thank you Corey 7X, Isaac 7M and 
Ronnie 9X for volunteering to help. 

Ash Wednesday Mass

March saw the school hold its first Mass in 
two years. We were able to celebrate the start 
of Lent with our Ash Wednesday Mass. 

The Mass was well attended by both staff and 
students. It was standing room only for most  
of the students. Br Lixson from Our Lady of  
the Angels celebrated the Mass.  

Mr Olowofoyeku said: 

“This was simply the best Mass held in the chapel in a  
long while, brilliantly attended by many students and  

staff as well”. 

Jamie 8C commented: 

“It was very interesting to take part in, and was a fun 
experience to have as it was my first Mass”. 

Ms Myles commented: 

“It was my first ever Mass at St Columba’s and I thought 
it epitomised our school community - inclusive, celebrating 

and welcoming”.
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Summer to the Max!

We ‘normally’ ask students to complete a questionnaire  
and pose for a photo which somehow links them to one of 
their interests. We started in September with Max in 10C.

Max belongs to the Meridian Canoe Club which uses the lake 
in Danson Park. In Summer 2021, the club competed in the  
London Youth Games. Max was one of the club’s successes and 
won a Bronze Medal in the Sprint. 

Also during that summer, Max completed his Fire Cadet  
Service with the London Fire Brigade and is applying for  
the Officer Cadet training. Well done Max on a very busy and 
successful summer! 

Many people imagine Science is test-tubes, Bunsen burners  
and pH papers used in titrations. There are those of course, 
but literacy is just as important in the laboratory as it is in 
the classroom. 

In September, 9S2T were in the Library instead of SC7 and 
were doing independent research for their presentations. 
These covered a whole range of topics including Space, 
cells, magnets and electrical circuits. In these pictures,  
you can see students hard at work combining literacy,  
laboratory and library. 

Miss Martin
2 i/c Science

Science Literacy, Literally!

So Long, and Thanks for All the Fish!

End of  Term was marked 
and celebrated as usual 
with a whole school Mass.  
Br Matthew from Our Lady of 
the Angels in Northumberland  
Heath celebrated the end  
of 2021/22 with all  
students and staff. 
  
The Mass was, as ever,  
impeccably observed by  
students and at the end 
they were suitably thrilled 
to learn that More had won 
the House Competition for  
the Year. 

We were also delighted  
to announce that our Head 
Boy for 2022/23 was to be 
be Kosa from 10B. Well  
deserved. Well done Kosa! 

Also, it was obviously  
an emotional time for Mr 
Fisher, bidding farewell to 
the community he has given  

so much of his life to over 
the past twenty-two years. 
Staff were genuinely very 
sad to see him leave the 
school and this was an  
emotion shared by students 
too! 

We wish Mr Fisher well for 
his retirement.

Mr Stone
Academy Executive Secretary

Mr Fisher bidding farewell  
to St Columba’s

New Head Boy Kosa 
speaking to the school
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Fantastic Mr Fox!

We had a fantastic visit from the upcoming author Roy Fox 
for World Book Day in March. He was bombarded by questions 
from students who really enjoyed his visit, asking about his 
book and where he got his ideas from. 

He had many good pieces of advice but the most important 
was: “You can’t write if you don’t read.” He certainly knows how to 
engage students and how to ignite the desire to read...and 
write.  I hope he can come back again next year!

Mrs Brackstone
LRC Manager

Photos by Brian 11M

What is your name?

What do you do in school?

How long have you done it for?

Have you had any other careers?

What hobbies or interests do you 
have? 

Can you name a favourite book? 
And why…

Can you name a favourite film? 

Can you name a favourite meal?

Katy Perry or Taylor Swift?

Dr Who or Bake-Off?

I’m A Celebrity or Strictly?

Favourite Holiday destination?

Can you share one unexpected 
fact about yourself?

QUESTION ANSWER

Mr Palmer

I am the Head of Drama

I have been a teacher for twenty-eight years.  Here at St Columba’s 
since September 21.

Amongst other things I was a theatre company artistic director  
and actor; a forklift truck driver, postman and factory worker!

I am a keen sports fan and modeller, I have taught myself to solder, 
make masks, sets for plays and am currently learning to carve 
wooden puppets, under the tutelage of an ex-student.

John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath; it’s the only book that has 
ever made me cry. 

This  is really difficult as I love going to the cinema. My favourite 
Christmas film is “Muppet’s Christmas Carol”. and I really like the 
film “Brassed Off” about a colliery band who struggle to  
exist through the miners strike in the 1980’s.

I really enjoy Mexican food, so probably fajitas or enchiladas.

Debbie Harry or Kirsty MacColl.

Dr Who, who wouldn’t be scared of the Cybermen?

A good book or a West Ham fan site.

The lake district. I went every year as a child with my Grandparents.

If I’d been 1.25cm shorter, I may have become a full time actor. At 
the age of 13, I saw on London news that they were auditioning 
for Bugsy Malone in the West End. I spent two days auditioning, 
and got to the final two, beating off pupils from stage school, only 
to be told I was “half an inch” too tall. Despite my best bending  
of my knees, I had to be under 5ft1 and I was too tall, so I returned 
to school, and it was never to be.

Spotlight on Staff

In November, Spotlight on Staff 
had a creepy Halloween  
feel with our new 
Head of Drama sharing  
some facts about himself.  
Namely that he makes  
puppets and is a long- 
serving West Ham fan. 

Mr Stone 
Academy Executive Secretary
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LASAR Workshops

It was with great pleasure 
that we were able to have two  
lecturers from the LASAR 
(Learning About Science and Religion)  
and Epistemic Insight Project 
into the school to speak 
to our Yr 10 students in  
October.

We have been fortunate  
enough to have visited them 
at both Canterbury Christ 
Church University and other  
locations before but their 
visit to us meant even more 
students were able to benefit 
from the workshops. 

This first visit was based 
around the topic of climate  
change and life in the ocean. 
One hundred and twenty 
Yr 10 students participated  
and were asked to look at 
the issues of plastic and  

chemical pollution from the 
point of view of a number of 
disciplines in an attempt to 
see how the problem could 
be solved. 

Unsurprisingly, the debate 
started with how the scientific  
community would go about  
investigating and solving the 
problem but it soon became  
obvious that science alone  
could not provide all of the  
answers.  

After group discussions 
the students decided that a  
number of different  
disciplines would be needed  
to truly solve such big issues,  
mathematicians for data, 
economists for economic 
impact, history and social 
sciences for tradition and  
social impact, RE for moral  

issues, the list was endless  
and a case was made for 
many of the subjects taught 
at St Columba’s and just as 
many that are not.

The workshops not only got  
students out of  the class ,  
as they were held in the hall, 
in the sense that they were 
not just focussed on one  
subject for one specific  
period of the school day but 
looking at issues from the  
perspectives of many different  
subjects at the same time. 

Following the workshops  
held in the hall, Josh  
and Mina from the LASAR 
Project visited again to run 
‘in-class’ sessions with Yr 10.  
They were looking at  
‘Loneliness’ and how it might  
be  affected by the use of  

robots, social media and 
medication and the wider  
moral and social issues  
associated with these  
technological and scientific  
solutions. Students reacted  
well to the smaller scale  
presentations and gave answers  
and contributions showing 
they had given some thought 
to the topic. Their behaviour 
was exemplary and they were  
talking about the issues 
raised for some time after the 
lesson. 

My thanks again go to Josh, 
Laura and Mina from the  
LASAR Project for their 
work with our students and  
helping them to gain a wider  
perspective on life, science 
and religion.

Mr Shoebridge
Head of RE

Ready Respectful Safe 

These three words sum up 
our expectation of everyone  
within our great school  
community. 

In our October Acts of 
Worship, we explained 
how this approach is the  
secret to happiness! We were 
able to cover a range of really  
important topics which 
we encouraged students to  
discuss and also to share at 
home.
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On a September evening we held our Post-16 event where 
many local Sixth Form providers came to encourage our  
students to join them. The number of families who came to 
this event was wonderful!

Mr McGonnell 
Assistant Head Teacher

Post 16 Event

OCT Literacy Corner

Last year, Weekly News saw a new regular page arrive and develop  
called Literacy Corner. This feature has gone from strength to 
strength in its mission to keep literacy and our ongoing Right to 
Read campaign in the forefront of our minds!  

Literacy Corner contains 3 Top Tips each week on subjects such as  
Proofreading, Punctuation, Widening your Reading Habits,  
Using Plain and Clear English and many many more useful tools  
to improve reading and writing.

As well as news and information on English resources available to 
students within the school and online, Literacy Corner features 
our schoolwide campaign Right to Read where a profiled teacher or 
student chooses a book which means a lot to them and explains 
why. 

Mr Dennis
 Literacy Coordinator and Teacher of English
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Spotlight on Staff

What is your name?

What do you do in school?

How long have you done it for?

Have you had any other careers?

What hobbies or interests do you 
have?

Can you name a favourite book? 
And why…

Can you name a favourite meal?

I’m A Celebrity or Strictly?

Can you share one unexpected 
fact about yourself?

Ms Blazevska

I am the Lead Teacher for Literacy. I work with students whose  
reading, writing and overall language skills prevent them from  
accessing the curriculum. 

This work, alongside more mainstream teaching, a total of twelve years.

Yes. I was a Conference Producer working in telecoms and utilities.

I make skills toys such as begleri, monkey knuckles and kashakas. I love 
kendamas. I ‘longboard’ and I am learning to play the handpan. 

‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine de Saint-Exupery. It reminds me to see the 
world through the eyes of the children I teach. Apart from the most 
famous reminder that what is important can only be seen with the heart. 
Here is one of my favourite quotes: “All men have stars, but they are not 
the same things for different people. For some, who are travellers, the 
stars are guides. For others they are no more than little lights in the sky. 
For others, who are scholars, they are problems... But all these stars are 
silent. You, you alone will have stars as no one else has them.”

Anything with good, fresh tomatoes, feta and olives. Oh, and ajvar - an 
absolutely delicious roasted red sweet pepper paste. It takes me back to 
Macedonia quicker and cheaper than any mode of transport.

I have endured both with equal measures of amusement, and despair.

I have a guilty pleasure of collecting bouncy rubber balls and almost 
always have one in my bag.

QUESTION ANSWER
The Spotlight falls on Ms 
Blazesvska. Other than her 
fondness for colour, you may 
spot one of her games that 
she is so fond of!

Brian 11M

“Smudger” Brian!

Our budding photographer  
Brian of 11M has been 
busy all year out and about  
taking photographs for us 
to include in Weekly News 
and this issue of Reflection.  

Look out for his work in on 
the picture credits!

On a warm evening in July, 
the Jack Petchey winners  
from the last academic  
year were invited to The 
Orchard in Dartford for 
the Achievement Award  
Presentation Evening. 

Achievement comes in many  
forms, the evening celebrated  
the wide range of diversity of  
individual developments.

The celebration also gave us 
the opportunity to say thank you 
to the adult leaders, teachers, 
staff and volunteers who work 
so hard to ensure students  
remain continually nurtured 
and encouraged.

Our students made an  
unselfish and dedicated  
contribution and were awarded  
£300 to spend in the school. 

Our award winners were;  
Fraser 9B, Harry 10X,  
Daniel-Joseph 11X, George 
9M, Max 10C, Preslav 8C,  
Neo 9M, Joe 11C and Paul 9F.  
Well done boys!

Mrs Brackstone
LRC Manager

Jack Petchey Award Night
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The Ocean at the End of the Lane Trip

In May,  the Drama department headed out of school for the  
first time this academic year on a theatre visit. Ms Holbrook,  
Ms Repaj and I accompanied a small group of  
KS3and 4 Drama students, many of whom attend our weekly  
Drama Club, to see a performance of The Ocean at the End of 
the Lane, at the Duke of York’s Theatre in London’s West End.  
For some it was their first ever visit to a theatre.

The boys’ behaviour was fantastic. On the tube and buses, 
they were keenly discussing what they thought the production 
would be about. They really enjoyed the production and we  
look forward to seeing how they use some of the incredible  
skills they witnessed, adapted into their own plays over the 
coming months and years. Hopefully it won’t be as long until 
our next theatre visit…

 Mr Palmer
Head of Drama

Darren and 
Harvey, 

Yr 10 Drama 
Students

Mr Palmer, Ms Repaj  
and the boys at Bexley Station

The opening set

Yr 8 Drama Club 
represented by James, 
Malachy, Jimmy-Lee 

and Braedan

Louie Yr 9 awaiting 
curtain up

James Yr 8:

“When we arrived, we were shown to 
our seats and then at 2:30 the play 
began. It was about a boy who got a 
“worm” inside of him which meant 
a monster could come into our planet,  
however there were these farmers 
who help save him and banished the  
monster!

Ms Repaj:  

“This was a great opportunity for some students to experience theatre for the 
first time and what a fabulous first experience it was!  The production itself, was 
a brilliant choice for secondary school students.  All students were able to follow 
the storyline and showed appreciation for the actors on stage through a standing  
ovation at the end.  This production in particular was an excellent example to 
demonstrate to students how much value special effects, lighting designs, set and 
props can add to a performance. All students demonstrated wonderful theatre  
etiquette and appeared to really enjoy the whole experience!”

Toch Yr 7: 

“It was very exciting going to see the 
play ‘The Ocean at the End of the 
Lane’.  All of the drama club boys 
went, and it was a really interesting 
experience. 

The first thing I noticed was when we 
got inside the theatre, the scenery, it 
was awesome. All of the actors were 
really skilled and made the characters  
believable.  We all stood up at the end 
of the play, to applaud them, it was  
brilliant; the story really drew you in. 

Armistice Day

In November we held our Remembrance Service here at 
School.  The service was led by the student leadership team of  
Tomisin as Head Boy and D-J and Tom as two of the three 
Deputy Head Boys. 

The whole student community were very respectful  
during the service. We read poetry from the WW1 and  
finished with the playing of the Last Post.
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Animal Magic!

Following on from Mason’s Jack Petchey award win last year,  
he decided to put the money towards the bringing in the  
Animal Experience for the students in the SAS Complex Needs. 

It is safe to say the boys loved it! From cuddling and stroking  
fluffy meerkats to having snakes around their necks, the  
students loved the opportunity to get up close and personal  
with the different species!

Thank you, Animal Experience, for a wonderful opportunity! 

Miss Davies
SEND Teacher
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What is your name?

What Form are you in?

What do you love about St 
Columba’s?

What is your favourite subject?

Did you like remote lessons?

Any hobbies or interests?

Can you name a favourite book? 

What book are you currently 
reading?

Can you name a favourite meal?

Dizzee or Skepta?

I’m A Celebrity or Strictly?

Can you share one unexpected 
fact about yourself?

QUESTION ANSWER ANSWER

Kenny

10F

The staff are very  
supportive

English

They were ok

Basketball

An Inspector Calls

An Inspector Calls

Chicken and Chips or 
McDonald’s

Skepta

I’m A Celebrity

I’m good at Art

Taiye

10F

The teachers, my friends  
and the subjects

I have two, DT and French

Not too bad to be honest

Basketball and French

The Tom Gates series 

An Inspector Calls

Chicken and gravy with 
mashed potato

Skepta

I’m A Celebrity

I enjoy playing 
football with my brother

Spotlight on Students

This was a first for Spotlight on Students,  with twins from Yr 10,  
Kenny and Taiye taking turns to bask in the limelight!

Interesting to note the similarities and differences between 
these gentlemen, although Basketball clearly stands head and 
shoulders above their other likes!

Mr Stone 
Academy Executive Secretary

Kenny and Taiye

There be Dragons! (and Dungeons)

Dungeons and Dragons is growing in popularity across the 
world at the moment, and really took off at St Columba’s in 
Autumn term! The boys have been getting to grips with the 
system and some of them are now starting to run sessions and 
to plan their own games. 

The foundation of the game is storytelling and teamwork,  
and it’s really great to see how much of both of those we have 
in the school club already.

Miss Solly
Geography TeacherPhotos by Brian 11M
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The young artists of St Columba’s have produced a wonderful 
range of personal Art works for us all to enjoy over the past 
academic year.

There are many varied pieces that demonstrate so vividly the 
diversity of themes, interests, styles and specialist arts skills 
our talented students have been able to develop and refine 
across different media and traditions. Enjoy!

Many thanks to all our students who have worked hard and 
continue to do so in the Art department.

Mrs Archer
Head of Art

Art

Finn  Yr 11 David  Yr 10

Daniel Yr 10

James Yr 8

Georgio 8F

Romaro Yr 11

Charlie Yr 11

Ben Yr 10 Finn  Yr 11 David Yr 11

Thomas Yr 11 

Stephen Yr 8
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Jago Yr 11 

Daniel Yr 10

Joseph Yr 11

Jaden Yr 7 Jaden Yr 11

Jaden Yr 10

Patryk Yr 8

Jakub  Yr 10

Yr 7 Bookwork

Yr 7 Bookwork 

Lucas Yr 8

Romarao Yr 11 

Jago Yr 11

Leonardo Yr 10

Perfect Yr 11
Obi  Yr 8

Tade Yr 11 Tyler  Yr 11 Perfect Yr 11
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Science Fair

July saw the second St Columba’s Science Fair and what a 
blast! As in our previous fair, it was a great way for 
our students to display their scientific knowledge  
in the form of a scientific question. The Fair was divided  
into two rounds where students had to identify what  
their project would be and what their hypothesis was and  
show their method to prove it. The dedication, passion  
and enthusiasm was amazing to see.
 
The level of interest among all students was very high; but it 
rose significantly when it was announced that the first prize 
per year group was a £100 Amazon voucher! I can confirm 
that selecting the finalists to appear at the evening event was 
extremely difficult, their work was phenomenal. Finally,  
thirty-eight groups were selected with a total of forty students 
competing: an unexpected but very gratifying number.
 
In any form of competition, there will always be winners. The 
person that comes second is sadly often not remembered but  
my message to students is that on this occasion, participation  
was the most important aspect of this event. Students, showed 
dedication, independence, enthusiasm, passion, and respect 
for each other’s work. All these attributes form part of a theme 
that is strong in our school namely having a growth mind-set. 

Having said that, the judges, after lengthy deliberations  
awarded first place and the coveted Red Rosette to: 

 Yr 7: How aerodynamics affects planes? 
by Harveer 7X, Kyan 7L and Aarush 7B

 
Yr 8: How clean is your school? 

by Braedan 8L and Emmanuel 8F
 

Yr 9: Can a sticky note hold up a person? 
by Georgio 9F and Philip 9M

 
Yr 10: Electrolytes 

by Ayomikun 10B and Ellis 10F
 
I would like to thank our four judges who gave up their time 
to help the Science Fair and who were genuinely impressed by  
the creativity and hard work displayed.

Finally, many thanks to our parents for firstly putting up with 
their sons demands over the last two weeks and then coming 
along to view their work and that of the other competitors. 
Everyone I spoke to was complementary of the boys and their 
achievements. It was an amazing evening and I hope to see 
you all next year!

Mr Bhana
Head of Science

Virtual Volcano Lesson with the Natural History Museum

Here in Complex Needs, we were working on volcanoes  
and earthquakes in October. We were given the great  
opportunity to involve our students in a virtual workshop 
with the Natural History Museum. 

We started our session with a speedy virtual tour of the  
Museum, this was followed by three stages of becoming  
volcanologists in order to help decide whether or not to  
evacuate Volcano Town. 

The students did a fantastic job, learned a lot and thoroughly  
enjoyed their afternoon! We would like to say a huge 
thanks to the Natural History Museum for providing a  
great opportunity and such an engaging afternoon! 

PS - We saved the town!
 

Miss Davies 
SEND Teacher 
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Yr 7 loading some of the food collection into the minibus

The final lesson of the ‘Mission of the Church’ in May, saw students 
imagine they, as a group, had won £184m on the lottery. 

They worked as a group to decide how much they would keep 
and how much they would use to start a charity, what the  
charity would be called, what the charity’s mission statement  
would be. Other decisions were made such as what the  
charity would spend the money on, who it would help and 
what it was - based on what we have studied - that inspired 
them and how they would contribute to the ‘Mission of the 
Church’ . The groups then presented from the front of the class 
and shared their ideas and good works. 

It won’t surprise you to learn that we didn’t win the lottery.  
However, a student suggested we have a collection with each 
member of the class donating 10p to raise £3 to buy a meal 
for the local homeless young man the students all knew of.

Mr Barry
RE Teacher and Careers Lead

Mission of the Church New Bibles for RE Dept, thanks to Preslav!
 
The RE Department received some grant money in January 
from the Jack Petchey Foundation, thanks to the nomination  
of Preslav from 8C for his excellence and brilliant all-round  
attitude in school. 

There was initial disappointment because the grant was  
previously earmarked for a trip to the local Gurdwara to  
support the Sikhism lessons, but that had to be cancelled due 
to Covid.

Thankfully Preslav agreed that we could purchase new Bibles 
for the department. So having purchased thirty new Bibles, 
each RE class got an additional set of Bibles to add to our  
current stock which means more individual use in lessons. 

Mr Olowofoyeku 
RE Dept

Preslav (right) with  Alvaro and the new Bibles

Word Millionaires

In July we congratulated all our ‘Word Millionaires’  
Victor, Maciej, Clyde, Daniel, Lloyd with special  
mentions going to Kinus who had read over two  
million words and Bobby, who is such a brilliant reader, he 
became a millionaire within a month of joining us here at  
St Columba’s! 

Mrs Brackstone
LRC Manager
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Samaritan’s Purse UK is an 
international relief and  

development organisation 
that works through local 
churches to proclaim and 

demonstrate the love  
of God amongst  

communities in need and 
across the world, especially  

in countries across  
Sub-Saharan Africa, Eastern 

Europe and Central Asia. 

Samaritan’s Purse UK - Operation Christmas Child 

 We would like to say a huge 
thank you to the students,  
parents and staff who  
contributed to the Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes. 

 Thanks to the lovely donations, 
the SAS were able to create 
twenty shoeboxes to send away, 
to a child in need. 

The boxes were wrapped and packed by the students and 
were dropped off to their collection point. 

We would also like to extend our thanks to Clarks at  
Sainsbury’s, Crayford for their kind donation of eighteen  
empty shoeboxes! 

Miss Davies
SEND Teacher

I nominated Mr Joy for his kindness in going 
over and above for our students. In his usual role,  
Mr Joy shows extreme patience and dedication 
maintaining the buildings and ensuring that we 
remain operational. 

However, he was stepping far outside this role 
when he took two of our students from the  
Complex Needs Unit, under his wing for work  
experience. Both students benefitted from learning  
practical skills alongside Mr Joy and helped 
the school to support them to make successful  
transitions to their post-16 education.
 

Mrs Loveday-Jones 
Assistant Head Teacher Inclusion (SENDCo)

Jack Petchey Awards

Mr Joy and Mrs Loveday-Jones 
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Emeka and BrayanMueez and Lenny with Mr Jesuratnam Miquel and Osagie

Yr 9

Yr 11

Tom and Keith Dee and Tomisin

Kydan and Aiden Shreeyans and Joshua Fiyin, Jamie, Mr Hovell, Chinonso and Anselm

Yr 7

Christmas Lunches!

Yr 8

Lenny, Philip and Jordan Elias and EthanJayson and Navjot

Adrian
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What is your name?

What do you do in school?

How long have you done it for?

Have you had any other careers?

What hobbies or interests do you have?

Can you name a favourite book? And why...

Can you name a favourite film? And why…

Can you name a favourite meal?

Katy Perry or Taylor Swift?

Dr Who or Bake-Off?

I’m A Celebrity or Strictly?

Favourite Holiday destination?

Can you share one unexpected fact about 

QUESTION ANSWER

Mrs Hall 

Teaching Assistant in Literacy with Ms Blazevska

Twelve years including being a lead TA at  
Bexleyheath Academy

I worked for a pharmaceutical company in Dartford.

Swimming, reading and SHOPPING!

Books by Cathy Glass which are true stories

Titanic, I loved the fact that it is a true story

My mum’s Roast Dinner!

Katie Perry

Bake Off

Strictly!

Spain

I am a shopaholic who loves a spend up!

Spotlight on Staff

In November we caught up with Mrs Hall 
who joined us in September. Here we see her  
surrounded by the spoils of her latest shopping 
expedition!

Mr Stone 
Academy Executive Secretary

Happiness is...
 
Back in September, Fred 
launched our theme for the 
school year which centred 
on The Beatitudes. 
 
Choosing an old translation  
of Christ’s Sermon on the 
Mount, as a community  
we have reflected on the 
word “Happy” as opposed to  
“Blessed”. 

The last two years were 
difficult times - there was  
 

no getting away from that 
as we ended the year with 
nearly a quarter of staff  
having tested positive. 

To help us start the new 
year reflecting on our Faith,  
banners were placed across  
windows around the school  
highlighting the different 
Beatitudes; as you can see, 
you can’t miss the word 
“Happy”!

In December we started  
a group of Prayer Mentors 
with the aim of visiting 
form groups at registration  
time and starting the 
school day by delivering  
the day’s Gospel message  
with a short homily  
and prayers.
 
In the photo you can see 
Nnamde 10B, Tomi 10C and 
Michael 9X. 

Sadly missing from the photo  
below as they were visiting  
forms were Prince 10M,  
Mada 10M and Chuks 10X.  
 
There was an immediate 
positive response from 
teachers - 

Mr Olowofoyeku said 
“Mada was brilliant 

(and confident) in leading prayer  
and devotion for 8C this Morning”.   

Prayer Mentors

Photo by Brian 11M

Prayer Mentors: 
Nnamde, 
Tomi and 
Michael
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More Vaccinations

In February, we were very pleased to be visited by another   
Team from Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust to 
administer vaccines to our students. 

Over seventy five students had their first or second vaccination 
and the whole operation was very smoothly and efficiently 
conducted. 

As we have come to expect, the students were impeccably  
behaved and numerous members of the team commented 
very favourably on their behaviour and maturity. 

Mrs Goddard
Business Manager 

 

Covid 19 Vaccina-on for children and young people  

Dear Parents, Guardians and Pupils, 

A second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is now being recommended for all children 

over 12 and young people under the age of 18 at a minimum of 12 weeks from the first dose. Your 

child may have already received their first dose as part of the schools vaccinaMon programme or a 

local vaccinaMon centre. 

Guy’s and St. Thomas’ NHS FoundaMon Trust are working with Bexley borough to provide second 

dose vaccinaMons to eligible students in various locaMons, both in and out of the school seSng, 

giving maximum flexibility for access. We will also be offering first dose vaccinaMons to any eligible 

students.  

We have aWached some frequently asked quesMons that you might find useful. Please discuss the 

vaccinaMon with your child, and if you wish to proceed, please complete an electronic consent 

form via this link: hWps://hrch.jo\orm.com/213332543266956  

NOTE: No vaccinaMon will be given without explicit parental consent.  

Records will be subsequently updated to include proof of vaccinaMon. If you wish to discuss the 

vaccinaMon with a member of the GSTT COVID-19 VaccinaMon team, please send us an email at 

Covid19schoolsvaccinaMonprogramme@gsW.nhs.uk. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jo Turville  

Director of OperaMons, 

Covid-19 VaccinaMon Programme

Emily McManus House 

Chapel Wing 

Guys Hospital 

SE1 9RT 

COVID-19 VaccinaMon Programme 

Covid19schoolsvaccinaMonprogramme@gsW.nhs.uk 

Date: 21st January 2022

The team from Guy’s and St Thomas’ 
after the last vaccination!

Student Council

The first Student Council of the Academic Year meeting 
was held in November and  was attended by all the Form  
Representatives and their Deputies. 

To become a Form Representative, St Columba’s starts  
teaching students about democracy very early. This helps   
Students to write their manifesto and present it to their Form. 
Votes are cast at the end of the process and the Form Rep 
and a Deputy are chosen by a ‘first past the post’ system. 

For this Student Council meeting, both the elected Form Rep 
and their Deputy attended and the main agenda point was; 
‘How do we address the litter problem around the school?’ Some great 
suggestions were offered and some actioned by different year 
groups.  Another agenda item related to the recent United  
Nations  (COP26), was How can we improve our school environment? 

Ms Holbrook
Safeguarding and Pastoral Manager

Spiny Norma/n

Max and Bob - best in Show! 

In April Max was named the 
winner of Mrs Brackstone’s 
competition ‘Pets Caught Reading’, 
clutching his prize which will 
no doubt be shared with his 
French Bulldog, Bob. 

Also pictured is Spiny Norma/n  
who was disqualified for being  
too late but was looking 
so cute, s/he was pictured  
anyway.

Pets Caught Reading!
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KS3 Celebration Assemblies

Throughout the year we had the pleasure of rewarding  
students for their efforts. Students are awarded a Yellow Star 
if they get A2L Grades of 1 or 2 in all subjects with at least 
six 1s and one has to be in English of Maths. Red Stars are 
harder to get but easier to understand, a Grade 1 A2L in 
every single subject. 

In each of the three Yr groups in KS3 it has been great to  
reward students for their hard work and they enjoy wearing  
their Stars. We have had a record number of awards  
going to students which is very pleasing, keep it up boys!  

Mr Martin
   Assistant Head Teacher and Head of KS3

Congratulations to all the Year 9 students who are now in the 
100 club. To get into the 100 club you have to get over 100  
Achievement Points, based on good behaviour, effort in 
class, a positive Attitude to Learning etc... Well done boys.
 
A special well done to Lenny who is the honory first member  
of the 200 Club!! Lenny has now reached this bench mark 
and has now set the bar high for all the other students in the 
year! Well done Lenny, exceptional effort!

Just a small selection of pictures are shown here - there were 
many more! 

Mr Eldridge
Head of Year 9

Yr 7

Yr 8

Form Tutor Award Winner Varshan from 
8F with Tutor Mr Long

Form Tutor Award Winner Osagie 
from 8M with Tutor Miss Cox

Head of Year Mr Challis with 
Head of Year  Award winner Patryk from 8X

Yr 8 Red Stars
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Yr 7 Red Stars



Yr 9

19

Ty 9SM,  Kashayden 9SM,  Mason 9STAQ and Jashanpreet  9SM 
with Mrs Ward

200 Points - Lenny 9M 
with FT Mr Kelly (B)

The Yr 9 100 Club

Mr Creighton with Jonathan, Sultan and Jayden from Yr 8Mr Virgo with  Yr 7 students

Mr Eldridge with Nathan, Corey, Jaden, Denzil and Simone from Yr 7 Mr Martin with  Yr 8 students

Football Shirt Friday!

In November, students from Yr 7, Yr 8 and Yr 9 took part in  
#FootballShirtFriday to raise money for Cancer Research UK  
and The Bobby Moore Fund. 

Students who had PE that day and the PE staff team wore a 
football shirt of their choice during their PE lesson. 

Students made donations to take part and we managed to 
raise nearly £80. We plan to make this a school-wide event 
next year so that we can raise more funds for such worthy 
charities.

Mr Virgo
Head of PE



KS4 Celebration Assemblies 

For the first time in two years, with the government relaxing  
the Covid restrictions, we were able to invite parents in to  
witness the Yr 10 and Yr 11 Celebration Assemblies. 

It was a lovely time and there were an increasing number of 
students in both Yr groups who were recognised for their 

hard work, achievement and Attitude to Learning (A2L).
Here is just small sample of pictures. Well done boys! 

Mr McGonnell
Assistant Head Teacher and KS4 Manager

Aniketh joining the 200 Club 
with Deputy Head Mr Evans

Over 100 Achievement Points

Yr 10

Yr 10 Progress Awards
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James 10L Form Tutor Award

Taiye, Subject Award Winner and Kehinde both from 10F 
and both Silver Tie winners

Leonardo 10C Subject Award Winner for Art

Oluwademilade 10C Subject Award Winner for RE

Max from 10C Subject Award Winner in Music



Perfect and Daniel, winners of the  
Award for Community Services

Wifred recipient of the Head of 
Yr Award from Mr Creighton

Yr 11 Assistant Head Award 
Tade with Mr McGonnell

Yr 11
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Yr 11 A2L WinnersYr 11 A2L Winners

In July, Yr 8 and Yr 9 students went to Harrods in  
Knightsbridge in preparation for the Dragons’ Den at the 
end of summer term. We travelled by train and tube 
and students were met by our amazing tour guides  
outside the Knightsbridge Tube station.
 
We were all seated in one of Harrods restaurants for our  
introduction. We then split into three groups and rotated 
around the following activities:
 
‘Mr G’. took us on a ‘History of Harrods’ tour around the  
buildings. That is were we found our that the first escalator  
in the UK was actually in Harrods! Ben then 
took us to visit some of the restaurants, which  
included fish and chips, sushi, steak and of course...  
Caviar! Bianca gave us some insightful information about  
the hospitality industry, future jobs and how many jobs are  
opening up in Harrods. Attitude is their top priority when  
hiring!

Have a look at the wonderful photos and just read what the  
students and teachers had to say about this amazing trip!   - 

“The business trip to Harrods was a great interesting learning experience 
because we got to meet different people in different jobs” Daniel Yr 8 

“I am coming back to Harrods to do an apprenticeship when I am sixteen” 
Ezra Yr 8  

“It was great to see the student’s faces of amazement on the tour as they 
looked around and heard the facts about Harrods. Ben, Mr G, and Bianca 

treated us as VIPs!” Mr Barry

A  BIG thank you to Ben, Mr G and Bianca for making  
us so welcome, and to Harrods for having us! And to finish,  
I will leave you will the words of  Teddy in Yr 9... “Safe to say St 
Columba’s know the Harrods way!”

Michael 9L 
St Columba’s Reporter and Photographer

Business Trip to Harrods with Years 8 and 9



All that litter, must be told!

Save Our School (Operation SOS) is a group made from friends 
in Yr 7. Our goal is to get litter off of our playgrounds and 
all parts of the school site. 

In March we hosted an assembly working with several  
teachers to implement a litter clearance programme. 

The school was addressed at the assembly by our founders; 
Avraj 7L, Shreeyans 7L, Aarush 7B, Aryan 7F and Adoyat 7F. 
The student feedback we got was fantastic and got a great  
review from the whole year group. 

We have already caused a massive positive impact on the  
litter problem in the playground, let’s hope it continues! 

The Yr 7 SOS Team

Spotlight on Students - Adrian O

What is your name?

What form are you in?

What do you love about  
St Columba’s?

What is your favourite subject?

How did you find remote lessons?

What hobbies or interests do you 
have?

Can you name a favourite book? 
And why….

What are you currently reading?

What is your favourite meal?

Dizzee or Skepta or someone else?

I’m A Celebrity or Strictly?

Can you share one unexpected fact 
about yourself?

Adrian O

8M

A good community to find a lot of 
like-minded peers.

History

Quite frustrating when things didn’t 
go right however, it was a different 
experience.

Graphic Designing, editing and  
basketball

The Cheerleaders by Karla Thomas.   
I love the unexpected events where 
people die!

Concentr8 by William Sutcliffe

Pizza – NO pineapple!

Skepta

Strictly Come Dancing

I started reviewing books with my 
friends during Lockdown and ended  
up winning a Volunteers Award.

QUESTION ANSWER

 

Afternoon Tea 

 

 

 

Volunteer Centre Greenwich warmly invites you to the  
 

RREECCOOGGNNIITTIIOONN  225500  AAFFTTEERRNNOOOONN  TTEEAA  &&  AAWWAARRDD  CCEERREEMMOONNYY  22001199   This award ceremony is in recognition of your volunteering contribution in the Royal Borough of Greenwich  The Mayor of the Royal Borough of Greenwich will be in attendance 
 

Mycenae House 
90 Mycenae Road 

Blackheath  
London 
SE3 7SE 

The event takes place at Mycenae House Tuesday 7th June 
 
Arrive: 1pm—3pm 
Dress Code:  Smart Casual This invite is for you plus one guest    
 

Afternoon Tea 

In June we featured Adrian 
from Yr 8. As he says in the 
feature, he and three friends 
started reviewing books on 
Zoom during Lockdown to 
stave off boredom - both 
theirs and their viewers! 

All told they reviewed over  
fifty books  which include 
poetry books, which helped 
to start an interest in poetry.  

After a while, their sessions 
were broadcast on Facebook 
and were picked up by more 
and more viewers including 
a councillor from Greenwich 
who recommended them 
all for a volunteering award.   

Pictured is Adrian, his award 
and the Mayor of Greenwich. 
Well done Adrian 

Mr Stone
Academy Executive Secretary

Operation SOS (l to r);  Aarush, Avraj, Aryan, Shreeyans and Adoyat The team presenting to the Yr 7 Act of  Worship assembly
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Volcanoes!

Each year as part of the Scheme of Learning for Geography,  
students in Yr 9 study volcanoes, how they are formed, 
how and why they erupt and how that affects people living  
nearby. As part of the topic in November, we ask students 
to make a model of a volcano. The submissions are always   
impressive and show the amount of time and effort they  
dedicate to the task. This year you can see models from Elliot, 
Timothy, Karl, Toritse and Jake. They were all excellent and 
well painted too. Max’s cake looked very good too but sadly 
didn’t make it into school!
 
However, this year the bar has been significantly raised by 
Shayon in 9M who, together with his Grandad, made a  
volcano that was not only beautifully modelled, well  
painted but also produced smoke! Congratulations to Shayon 
(and Grandad!) for an outstanding piece of work!

 Mr Egan
Teacher of Geography

Jake
Elliot

Timothy

Karl & Toritse 

Yr 7 Act of Worship 

In November, Yr 7 learnt about COP26 and the importance  
of looking after our environment and in particular, looking  
at helping those in the poorest of countries who are  
suffering already due to the climate crisis. 

Thank you to Kosa E and David O, who were led by Mrs Natali 
and presented the first part of the Act of Worship.

Following on from the COP26 presentation, the House  
Winners for Autumn 1 were presented with the House Shield. 

Congratulations go to Becket  
for winning the first half 
term of  Yr 7.

Finally, our Students of the 
Month for October were 
presented with their subject 
awards. 

Well done to Chidi, Corey, Gavin, 
Ayodeji, Brandon, Harrison, Daniel 
and Jacob for their good work.

Ms Sheridan
Head of Year 7
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Eyes to the Sky!

Brian in 11M has contributed to Weekly News on several  
occasions taking photos at various events. 

We are delighted to be able to show you a few of his images 
that he took outside of school at London City Airport in May.

Brian left St Columba’s in July, and we hope he will continue 
with his excellent talent for photography! 

Mr Stone
Academy Executive Secretary 

Spread your wings, 
wherever you are.

Harvey Oliver

All photos by Brian 11M

Bexley Athletic Championships

In May, our Yr 9 students represented St Columba’s at the  
Bexley Athletics Championships at Erith Stadium. Our  
students represented the school impeccably and competed in 
a range of events.

Israel (pictured) obliterated the field to take gold in the High 
Jump. Jumping an impressive height of 1.55 metres.

George O ran a perfectly timed race in the 800m, leading 
from the start and then opening up a massive gap from the 
rest of the field with his excellent sprint finish to take the 
gold. Michael O claimed a gold when he proved way too 
strong for the other Bexley schools in the Discus event. Even 
more impressive as he stepped in at the last minute as he was 
on standby.

Our 4 x 100m relay team lead throughout the final but 
were pipped to the line. The boys took the silver but were  
disappointed in themselves not to claim first place.

Finally, James H, who was also on standby, claimed a bronze  
medal in the 300m. All students who won gold medals went 
on to represent Bexley at the Kent Schools event in June.

Well done to all the Yr 9 students that represented us!
Mr Virgo

Head of PE 

When everything seems to be going against you,  
remember that the airplane takes off against the wind, 

not with it.
Henry Ford
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In June, our Yr 7 and Yr 8 Athletics team competed in  
the Junior Bexley Athletics  Championships. 

They represented the school impeccably, both in terms of  
behaviour and performance. 

Yr 7
Beniamin showed fantastic resilience to claim gold in the 
800m , Teddy C was fantastic throughout and claimed a silver 
medal in the shot putt, marginally missing out on a gold.  
Sigi displayed great technique to claim a silver medal in the 
high jump, an event he only tried for the first time the day 
previously in his PE lesson. 

Yr 8 
Prince impressed in his heat of the 100m and went into 
the final with high hopes. He came up against a very tough 
field and ran a hard race to claim a bronze medal.  Osagie  
absolutely blitzed the field in his 200m heat. He ran  
impressively in the final and was pipped to the post by an 
excellent competitor. He gladly claimed a silver. 

Stephen A ran one of the toughest races of the day. 300m 
is a very difficult race to strategically pace yourself. It is  
fundamentally a majority bend sprint race for 300m, where 
only the tough claim medals. Stephen ran superbly to receive 
a bronze. 

Star of the Day 
must be shared between two excellent competitors, both from Yr 7: 

Firstly, Manase,  who stepped in as a replacement on the  
morning of the event. He took home an impressive  
bronze medal in the Discus, only learning the technique of 
the throw moments before he was due to compete. 

Finally, Emera became a double Bexley champion after  
claiming gold medals in both the 200m and the triple jump 
events. We need to check the St Columba’s record books as he 
absolutely left the field for dust in the 200m final. 

Well done to the team, not just for the successes and medals,  
but also their behaviour and willingness to get involved. 

Mr Virgo
Head of PE

25



Yr 9 Sports Leadership

The Yr 9 Sports Leaders represented the school impeccably as 
they supported St Fidelis’ sports day in April. 

They helped to set up and deliver a range of events for  
the primary school pupils and provided motivation and  
encouragement to them throughout. I was inundated  with  
positive praise and comments from staff and parents at  
St Fidelis, telling me how polite and respectful our boys were.
  

Mr Virgo
Head of Physical Education
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Word Millionaires Tea Party

Using the Accelerated Reader software, we are able to track 
students’ reading achievements throughout the course of a 
year. This year we have had quite a bumper crop and even 
some who have read two million words!   They are all certainly 
going to go far in life with such literary journeys behind 
them. As a reward for their diligence and achievement, the 
Millionaires were treated to a tea party with Mr Fisher and Mr 
Evans to celebrate.  

Some quotes from three boys who attended the Tea Party in July;  

I enjoyed the  Tea Party because it inspired me to read more books and by 
talking with friends I learnt what books they liked too. It is great to know 

what reading books can help you achieve in life - and also for entertainment! 
Bobby 7B  

The tea party was an enjoyable experience.  We were able to ask  
Mr Evans and Mr Fisher questions and get to know them a bit better.  

Asa 7X 

During Period 5, we had a party with Mr Fisher and Mr Evans talking  
about different subjects and enjoying snacks provided. 

We asked different questions to both teachers.  

One question was ‘What do you do in your free time?’  The answer to this 
question given by Mr Fisher is that he spends time on his fish.  

Then we received certificates for our achievement. It was a great party!  
Daniel 7L

Mrs Brackstone
Learning Resources Manager

Jack Petchey Speak-Out Challenge

April saw Kosa from 10B representing the school  
in the Bexley Finals of the Jack Petchey Speak-Out 
Challenge.  

Kosa performed brilliantly and was eventually  
placed a creditable fourth. A superb ambassador  
for St Columba’s. Well done Kosa! 

Mr Barry
RE Teacher and Careers Lead

Kosa 10B
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We were part of an exciting  
project in May Called ‘We 
Made That’ hosted by Poor 
who are a collective social 
enterprise that work with 
young people.  They have 
been commissioned by the 
London Borough of Bexley  
to engage with young and  
senior members of the  
community to consider  
solutions for the Bexleyheath 
town centre. 

The groups contained  
thirteen students from Years 
7 to 10,  three Architects and  
four Senior members of  
the community. 

Initially the group were given  
a map of the local area and 
they were asked to mark 
which parts of the town centre  
they used, then they were 
asked to air their views on 
what worked well and what 
did not.   Finally they were 
asked to draw and to talk 
about what they would like 
to see. 

Our students all took 
turns to speak and share 
their ideas; it was lovely  
to see them engaging 
so well with the adults in the 
room. They came up with  
suggestions to help elderly  
and younger people.  

They also asked for more 
buses, more information 
boards telling the history  
of Bexleyheath, they also  
suggested making the 
town centre look more  
inviting by introducing  
vibrant colours, trees and 
plants to brighten up the 
very bland town centre we 
currently have. 

Our students were attentive  
to the older members of the  
group making them teas 
and coffees, showing them 
to the canteen at lunch time  
and talking and listening to 
their ideas and thoughts. 
 

The students involved were; 
Timi 9X, Andy 7C, Marvis 
7X, Lenny 8L, Chigozie 8C,   
Aaron 9X, Khalil 10F,  
Charlie 10C, Robert 10X, 
Michael 10M, Remiel 10M, 
Thomas 10M and David 10C .

All students were a credit to  
St Columba’s and more  
importantly, themselves. 
 

Well done boys!
Ms Holbrook

Safeguarding and Pastoral Manager

Participants with their certificates

Discussions in full flow

We Made That
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CTK Drop Down Days 

In July, all the Yr10 students had the chance to visit  
our local Catholic Sixth Form college, Christ the King  
Sidcup.  Half the Yr group went on each day.  The day was a 
chance for students to experience post-16 life. They attended 
sessions about their post-16 choices, A-Level lessons in Maths, 
Science, English, Media and Sociology.  

Alongside enjoying a delicious lunch of jollof rice and  
chicken the boys were also able to use the  
sporting facilities! While in school, they also looked to the  
future and took part in various sessions exploring their hopes  
and expectations for future relationships. 

Ms Myles
Assistant Headteacher and Head of  Yr 11



Lenny, Neo, Michael and Philp members of the 300 Club

Mr Dennis speaking at the Yr 9 AoW on Reading and its benefits New members of the 100 Achievement Point Club

New members of the 200 Achievement Point Club

Achievement Record Breakers!
We finally broke the 300 achievement point barrier in June 
and open the doors to our first members of the Year 9 300 
club!! The boys were extremely proud of receiving their  
certificates. 

Achievement points are awarded for a variety of reasons by 
staff, from positive behaviour and attitude to excellent pieces 
of homework. Well done to you all

Mr Eldridge
Head of Year 9

Literacy in RE and a visit to a Mandir!

In our July Acts of Worship, Mr Dennis spoke to all the  
students about the joy of reading. He spoke about how you can 
be transported to a different place and different time by reading.  

In RE, in Yr7, we have been studying Hinduism and I 
have shared with the class, pictures and videos of a trip to  
Singapore, when I visited the Sri Veeramakaliamman Temple. 

I set the boys a challenge to write a diary imagining that they 
had been on a school trip to a Mandir. I said that I needed to 
be transported to the trip through their descriptive writing. 

I had so many excellent diaries and travelled the globe through 
their diaries. I could not choose a winner! Mr Kelly was given 
my top 5 and he awarded Aidan from 7F as the winner! 

Reading Aidan’s diary, I felt like I was at the temple with Aidan 
and witnessed an Arti ceremony, watched locals performing 
worship and bought fruit and flower garlands from the local 
stalls outside the temple.

Ms Myles
Assistant Headteacher and Head of  Yr 11

Aidan 7F and his diary
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Enterprise Capabilities 

• Being creative 
• Problem solving  
• Aiming high

• Staying positive
• Being resilient 
• Listening and understanding 

This opportunity was announced in Year 9 assembly,  
students who were interested had six weeks to organise a  
team, create a business idea, name, slogan and logo.  
Students then developed a business and finance plan.  
On 14 July they entered the ‘Dragons’ Den’ and pitched their  
Business idea to five Dragons who chose two businesses to 
receive £100 investment each to start up their business.

The students were very independent and developed a  
number of enterprise capabilities that will benefit them 
in school, further education, training and the workplace.

Dragons’ Den

• PRESENTING    • WORKING IN A TEAM     • LEADING

Michael playing for the event

My thanks go to everyone who made the evening such 
a success. My congratulations to all the students who 
took part, your work and enthusiasm was astounding!  
Well done to the two winning teams, Chaser and Evo.Co

Mr Barry 
RE Teacher and Careers Lead

We would like to thank our Co-host Anne-Marie and  
Dragons Ben, Andrew, Jeanette, Theresa and Sam. It is only 
with their support that we can give our students high quality  
experiences with employers from the world of work.

The Dragons

The Two Winning Teams!

Paul   Kaide   Philip   William   
Benjamin   Georgio

Teddy    Shay    Fraser    Bobby
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Bobby 8OR

African Drumming Session 

In November, Yr 8 and one lucky Yr 7 class had an exhilarating  
African Drumming session with Mr Azevedo. Students had 
the opportunity to experience African drumming using  
traditional African djembe drums. There were fun games; 
songs and lots of sore hands from beating the drums.  Here’s 
what some of the students had to say after the African  
drumming workshop...
 

“I really enjoyed myself, I learnt a lot and now have a better 
understanding about African drumming.

Gilbert 8M
 

“It was very fun and unique because I have never played  
that instrument before”.

Rory 8B
 

“The teacher went to my primary school, so I knew him before and 
for me this was a happy experience because it reminded me of the fun 

lessons I had in my primary school”. 
Trey 8X

 
“I thought it was very enjoyable and the environment was very friendly. 
It was a fun way to learn about African Music culture and I hope there 

will be another workshop linked to that”.
Braedan 8L

 
“The African drumming helped us get away from all our stress  

and was a nice opportunity to learn and experience other  
musical cultures”.

Tiago 8C
 

Mr Watson
Head of Music



More Max

We featured Max from 10C on page 2 and his participation 
in the London Youth Games and how he had impressively won  
a Bronze medal in Summer 2021.

We were thrilled to learn in June that Max once again  
attended the event held at Lee Valley, winning a Gold as  
part of Team Bexley overall, and two medals in the Kayak  
competitions; Silver in the slalom and Bronze in the sprint!

Since then, Max has also attended the GB Canoe Polo  
Development  Academy in Liverpool and has played for   
GB boys in the Liverpool International Canoe Polo  
Competition. Excellent work Max!

Mr Virgo
Head of PE
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