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Dear Parents/Carers and students, 

Welcome to our KS4 Pathways e-booklet 2022-2024. I hope that you are able to read it to-

gether before listing your preferences for KS4. 

 

Our school is an inclusive place of learning that  celebrates and welcomes diversity. Every 

member of our community is a unique and special creation of God and is known, cared for 

and valued for the contribution they make. Every student is challenged and supported to 

achieve his best.  

 

As our ethos exemplifies, we believe in ensuring that every student at St Columba’s achieves 

his personal best. This booklet is designed to provide all the information you and your child 

will need as they enter the next important phase of their education. It also explains some of 

the choices and decisions which students will be making with the appropriate information 

advice and guidance. 

 

 Students need to be thinking about:  

• The subjects that excite and challenge them 

• The sort of career they want in the future 

• The qualifications and pathway to this career 

• What will help them achieve this dream  

 

I encourage all students to strive for a broad and balanced suite of subjects, paying particular 

attention to the guidance given by the Department for Education regarding the Ebacc 

(English Baccalaureate) combination of GCSE subjects. 

 

Enjoy the process, read the information carefully and if you need any advice or guidance 

please ask.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Mr Fisher 

Headteacher 



Key Stage 4 Pathways 
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The Key stage 4 curriculum at St Columba’s provides a number of pathways to examination 

success and sustains interest in learning new skills and knowledge. As well as allowing       

students to work to their individual strengths and interests it is essential that students    

maintain a broad and balanced curriculum to widen choices for Post 16 education, training 

and employment. As you may be aware, the Government introduced an academic standard 

called the English Baccalaureate. This will be the standard for students who achieve passes at 

GCSE in five subjects including English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities and Modern     

Languages. This must be a consideration for those students who are able to achieve it or who 

have an ambition to go to university as most universities consider these to be ‘facilitating’ 

subjects for higher education. Please see the DfE leaflet on the following pages. 

At St Columba’s, our Curriculum is divided into Core Subjects, Ebacc Subjects and Open 

Choice Subjects. 

 

Core Subjects 

All students study the core subjects of English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, 

Religious Education and Combined Science. They are also required to participate in dedicated 

periods of (non-examined) Physical Education throughout Years 10 and 11. 

 

Ebacc Subjects 

All students are required to study at least one of the Humanities—either Geography or  

History, although the opportunity to study both is available. 

For students who intend on continuing an academic pathway beyond St Columba’s, French 

completes the Ebacc curriculum alongside the Humanities. 

Computer Science is included within the science element of the Ebacc Curriculum. 

Open Choice Subjects 

After the Core Subjects and Ebacc subjects, students will then have either one or two slots 

available for further subjects—our Open Choice subjects. These will be sorted into order of 

preference, from which we will determine an appropriate curriculum for each student. 

(continued) 

 

 



(continued) 
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They are: 

• GCSE ART AND DESIGN 

• GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE (counts towards science element of Ebacc) 

• GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

• GCSE FILM STUDIES 

• GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

• GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

• GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCE (BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS) 

• GCSE GEOGRAPHY  (available in addition to History) 

• GCSE HISTORY (available in addition to Geography) 

• BTEC LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING PATHWAY) 

• NCFE LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN MUSIC TECHNOLOGY  

 

 

 

If you are studying the Ebacc Curriculum, your choices will look as follows: 

 

 

 

 

For others, it will look as follows: 

 

 

 

 

Information on each subject offered can be found within the booklet. 

Please note: 

• Selection criteria applies to some subjects (as indicated) 

• Subjects will only run if there is sufficient interest 

• Not all combinations of subjects will be possible 

Geography 

Or 

History 

 

French 

 

Open Choice Subject 

Geography 

Or 

History 

 

Open Choice Subject 

 

Open Choice Subject 







How do I choose? 

DO discuss your preferences together; 

DO read the Ebacc leaflet carefully; 

DO think about your future; 

DO make your preferred pathway broad and balanced, keep your options open for Post-16 

choices; 

DO prioritise based on subjects you feel you will be successful in, and those you know you 

will enjoy making progress in; 

DON’T select based on friends’ preferences; 

DON’T select a subject because you like the teacher—it is the subject that is important and 

teachers may change. 

What happens next? 

 

Read this e-booklet thoroughly, particularly the guidance from DfE on Ebacc subjects. 

Ensure you have registered with SIMS Student and can access your SIMS Student account.  

Go to https://www.sims-options.co.uk/ and sign in with the same login you used for SIMS Student. 

Follow the instructions on the screen: 

A) select your preferred Humanities subject—either Geography or History 

B) Rank the remaining subjects in order of preference from 1 (first choice) to 11 (last choice) 

In the comments section, please inform us of any career paths you are considering. 

Please complete by 29th April 2022 

You will receive a letter detailing the guided choices selected for your son’s KS4 pathway  

towards the end of the Summer Term. 

https://www.sims-options.co.uk/


Core Subjects: 
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• GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

• GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

• GCSE MATHEMATICS 

• GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

• GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE 

• GAMES (NB—all students will       

participate in Games lessons 

throughout years 10 and 11) 



English 

Areas of Study: 

Paper 1- Explorations in Creative Reading 

and Writing;  

Paper 2- Writers’ Viewpoints and               

Perspectives;  

Non Examination Assessment- Spoken      

Language (Speaking and Listening)  

 

How is this subject assessed?: 

2 x 1hr 45 exams;  

One 8 minute speech/presentation and Q&A   

 

Why study English Language? 

All career paths will want a minimum grade 4 at GCSE 

and the ability to communicate effectively through 

the written word, orally, and to read and understand 

texts is crucial to every aspect of every-day life. Skills 

developed here are essential for anyone hoping to 

work in journalism, editing, publishing, advertising or 

PR.  

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE English Language 

 

Course Code: 

8700 

 

Specification: 

8700 AQA 

Pic-

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-2015.PDF


English 

Areas of Study: 

Unit 1- Shakespeare and the 19th-Century 

Novel;  

Unit 2: Modern Texts and Poetry  

How is this subject assessed?: 

Paper 1- 1hr 45 mins exam;  

Paper 2- 2hrs 15 mins exam   

Why study English Literature? 

Most A-Level English students study English 

Literature, so a good grounding in the basics 

at GCSE level is essential for anyone aspiring 

to study English at KS5. Any career path 

within the creative arts, journalism etc will 

be enhanced by the study and appreciation 

of our literary heritage.   

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE English Literature   

 

Course Code: 

8702 

 

Specification: 

8702 AQA 

Picture 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8702-SP-2015.PDF


Mathematics 

Areas of Study: 

Mathematics is divided into six broad areas and is 

taught hierarchically (lower grade content first). 

These six content areas are:  

• Number  

• Algebra  

• Ratio, proportion and rates of change  

• Geometry and measures  

• Probability  

• Statistics 

 

How is this subject assessed?: 

100% terminal assessment  

3 x 1.5 hour examinations:  

1 x Non-Calculator Examination, 2 x Calculator       

Examinations  

  

It is important to note that mathematics continues to 

be assessed at both Higher and Foundation tier.   

However, the level of both tiers has increased        

significantly, and subsequently students who may 

previously have been entered for Higher tier, may 

now be required to be entered for Foundation Tier, 

particularly those working at Grade 5 and below. Tier 

entry will be based on performance from class       

assessments and mock examinations.   

Exam Board: 

Edexcel 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Mathematics 

 

Course Code: 

1MA1 

 

Specification: 

1MA1 Edexcel Specification   

 

Why study mathematics? 

Maths opens up a world of possibilities and expands your 

choices in the future. No matter how the world changes, 

maths will always be at the heart of life. Your future has 

some very attractive possibilities if it involves maths. Quite 

simply, maths not only helps you understand the world, it 

also opens up a world of opportunities!   

What use is maths in everyday life? It’s almost impossible to 

get through a day without using maths in some way,      

because our world is full of numbers to handle and       

problems to solve. Studying maths provides you with the 

tools to make sense of it all, making life that little bit      

easier.   

What types of skills do employers look for? Problem solving, 

analysis, data handling and communication skills, to name 

just a few. These transferable skills are useful in any job, 

and you can get all of them from studying maths.   

What use is maths in studying? The mathematical skills of 

problem solving, logical thinking, and investigation will help 

your progress in whatever you choose to study - at GCSE 

and beyond. In addition to these general skills, you will 

need maths for learning in a wide range of areas – anything 

from plumbing to economics.   

Picture 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf


Religious Education 

Areas of Study: 

Component 1: Foundation Catholic Theology  

Component 2: Applied Catholic Theology  

Component 3: Study of World Faiths – Judaism  

How is this subject assessed?: 

3 papers  

2x 1hr 30 Minutes   

1x 1 hour 

Additional Information: 

In Component 1, students study Origins and Meaning,      

focusing on creation, abortion and stewardship all from both 

a religious and non-religious point of view, as well as examin-

ing two pieces of art. They also study Good and Evil, focusing 

on suffering, the Trinity, incarnation, moral authority,       

pilgrimage, the Rosary and a piece of sculpture. 

In Component 2, students study Life and Death which looks 

at life after death, eschatology, the magisterium of the 

Church, prayer, some artefacts and a piece of music. In the 

same component, they also study Sin and Forgiveness which 

looks at crime and punishment, redemption, the Church and 

church architecture, the Sacraments and evangelisation. 

Component 3 is a study of both Jewish beliefs and practices. 

 

 

Exam Board: 

Eduqas 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Religious Studies Route B  

 

Course Code: 

C120PB 

 

Specification: 

Eduqas C120PB 

This link will take you to the generic page 

for GCSE RE. Please note that we study 

the full course and route B and that only 

the pages relevant to route B and Juda-

ism should be read within the PDF. 

Why study Religious Studies? 

To study religion is to study responses, both           

behavioural and intellectual, to the big questions that 

face human beings, including creation, the nature of 

the self, suffering, death and society in general. 

Studying RE to GCSE gives students the opportunity to 

develop a rigorous approach to the nature of         

argument and discussion. It helps them to become a 

quick, adaptable learner and develops strong skills in 

writing, analysis and critical thinking. With much    

emphasis on the big questions and alternative points 

of view, this subject provides good training for      

looking at larger questions such as, “can capital      

punishment ever be justified?” 

Students will also gain an appreciation of how       

religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our 

culture. They will develop the ability to work with 

abstract ideas, leadership and research skills, all of 

which will help prepare them for further study and 

the workplace. 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/wpojjvm0/eduqas-gcse-rs-spec-full-from-2016-e-14-05-2020.pdf


Science 

Areas of Study: 

Biology 

Chemistry                      Combined 

Physics 

How is this subject assessed?: 

GCSE Combined Science covers all three of the       

Science disciplines with equal weighting for each. At 

the end of the course, students will be awarded 2 

separate exam grades. The grade 9-1 will be awarded 

on the combination of written examinations. Each of 

the examinations will assess knowledge and           

understanding from distinct topic areas at the end of 

Year 11.  

There is no coursework or controlled assessments but 

students need to complete 16 required practicals 

which may be tested as part of the written              

examination.  

Additional Information: 

In Year 9 and 10, students will cover Cell Biology,   

Organisation, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics, 

Atomic Structure and the Periodic Tables, Bonding, 

Structure the Properties or Matter, Quantitative 

Chemistry, Chemical Changes and Energy Changes, 

Energy, Electricity, Particle Model of Matter and 

Atomic Structure.  

 

In Year 11, students will study Homeostasis and     

Response, Inheritance, Variation and Evolution,     

Ecology, The Rate and Extent of Chemical Change, 

Organic Chemistry, Chemical Analysis, Chemistry of 

the Atmosphere, Forces, Waves, Magnetism and   

Electromagnetism. Details of these topics can be 

found on the Edexcel website, www.edexcel.co.uk  

 

 

 

Exam Board: 

Edexcel 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Combined Science 

 

Course Code: 

1SC0F or 1SC0H  

 

Specification: 

Edexcel 1SC0 

Why study Combined  

Science?  

Science is considered by many as a core   

subject in school curriculum, not only        

because of the need to produce the           

scientists of the future but also to empower     

students to make informed choices in their 

lives and enable them to take part in key  

debates confronting society today.  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_CombinedScience_Spec.pdf


Ebacc Subjects 
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• GCSE HISTORY 

• GCSE GEOGRAPHY 

• GCSE FRENCH 

• GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 



History 

Areas of Study: 

The GCSE History content comprises the following elements: 

• one period study • one thematic study • one wider world depth 

study • one British depth study including the historic environment. 

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 

Section A: Period studies 

AB Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship 

Section B: Wider world depth studies 

BC Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945–1972 

Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

Section A: Thematic studies 

AC Britain: Migration, empires and the people: c790 to the present 

day 

Section B: British depth studies including the historic environment 

BC Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

Assessment structure: 

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 

What's assessed: 

In Section A there is a choice of four period studies, each with a 

focus on two key developments in a country's history over at least a 

50 year period. 

In Section B there is a choice of five wider world depth studies. 

These focus on international conflict and tension. 

How it's assessed: 

Written exam: 2 hours (84 marks—including 4 marks for spelling, 

punctuation and grammar) 50% of GCSE 

Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

What's assessed: 

In Section A there is a choice of three thematic studies, which look 

at key developments in Britain over a long period. 

In Section B there is a choice of four British depth studies            

incorporating the study of a specific historic environment. 

How it's assessed: 

Written exam: 2 hours (84 marks—including 4 marks for spelling, 

punctuation and grammar) 50% of GCSE 

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE History 

 

Course Code: 

8145 

 

Specification: 

AQA 8145 

Why study History? 

GCSE History is a great basis for many A level subjects, and 

it is highly regarded by colleges, universities and employers. 

Students who have studied history often study A Level   

qualifications in subjects such as English, politics, economics 

and sociology. Some students enjoy it so much they carry 

on with it even if they are studying maths or science      

subjects.  

Many people working in law and accountancy have studied 

history because of the skills that can be developed in     

reasoning and arguing your point.  

There are also many areas more directly related to history, 

such as travel and tourism, museums and libraries, the  

media industry, government research and, of course,      

history teaching. 

An enjoyment of reading and 

writing are important qualities 

for this subject. 

If you have a curiosity about the 

past and how the past is      

interpreted will mean that this 

is an enjoyable subject for you. 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-8145-SP-2016.PDF


Geography 

Areas of Study: 

A. Living with the physical environment  

• 3.1.1 Section A: The challenge of natural hazards  

• 3.1.2 Section B: The living world  

• 3.1.3 Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK  

B. Challenges in the human environment  

• 3.2.1 Section A: Urban issues and challenges  

• 3.2.2 Section B: The changing economic world  

• 3.2.3 Section C: The challenge of resource      

management  

C. Geographical applications  

• 3.3.1 Section A: Issue evaluation  

• 3.3.2 Section B: Fieldwork  

D. Geographical skills  

• 3.4 Geographical skills  

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Geography 

 

Course Code: 

8035 

 

Specification: 

AQA 8035 

How is this subject assessed?: 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment  

Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes  

88 marks (including 3 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar 

and specialist terminology (SPaG))  

35% of GCSE  

Section A: answer all questions (33 marks)  

Section B: answer all questions (25 marks)  

Section C: answer any two questions from questions 3, 4 and 5 (30 

marks)  

Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response, 

extended prose  

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment  

Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes  

88 marks (including 3 marks for SPaG)  

35% of GCSE  

Section A: answer all questions (33 marks)  

Section B: answer all questions (30 marks)  

Section C: answer question 3 and one from questions 4, 5 or 6 (25 

marks)  

Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response, 

extended prose  

Paper 3: Geographical applications  

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes  

76 marks (including 6 marks for SPaG)  

30% of GCSE  

Pre-release resources booklet made available 12 weeks before 

Paper 3 exam  

Section A: answer all questions (37 marks)  

Section B: answer all questions (39 marks)  

Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response, 

extended prose  

Why study Geography? 

Studying Geography gives students the opportunity to travel 

the world via the classroom, learning about both natural 

and social sciences along the way.  

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-8035-SP-2016.PDF


Languages 

Areas of Study: 

• Listening 

• Speaking 

• Reading 

• Writing 

How is this subject assessed?: 

Four Exams—one for each unit / paper 

 

 

 

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE French 

 

Course Code: 

8658 

 

Specification: 

AQA 8658 

Why study French? 

French was for centuries the aristocratic    

language employed in the English and other 
European courts; French today remains an 
official language of the United Nations, the 
European Union, UNESCO, NATO, the        
International Olympic Committee, the       
International Red Cross and international 
courts. 

France is a key economic partner for the UK: 
learning French opens doors for job-seekers 
in France itself and in Switzerland and       
Belgium, too. Facility in French is an essential 
skill for students interested in studying at 
leading French universities and business 
schools, which are ranked among the top 
higher education institutions in Europe. 
Moreover, the Francophone world extends 
well beyond the Continent: there are        
opportunities in Canada, while French is an 
official language in half of the ten fastest-
growing countries in Africa. 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-8658-SP-2016.PDF


Computer Science 

Areas of Study: 

01: Computer Systems  

02: Computational thinking, algorithms & programming  

Programming project 

How is this subject assessed?: 

Written examinations:   

• Component 01:  Computer Systems (50%)  

• Component 02:  Computational thinking, algorithms & 

programming (50%)  

• Programming project (compulsory) 

 

Why study Computer  

Science?  

Computer Science gives pupils an opportunity to obtain the 

skills and knowledge that are essential in many lucrative ca-

reers (Software Engineering, Cyber Security & many more).  

There are so many opportunities in this exciting field.  

However, employees across all sectors demand skills that you 

will develop on this course. Skills that are highly transferable 

and sought after, such as problem-solving, programming, and 

lateral thinking). 

 

 

 

Exam Board: 

OCR 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Computer Science 

 

Course Code: 

J277 

 

Specification: 

OCR J277 

Additional Information: 

Students must enjoy Python programming as they have 

to complete a Programming project and a programming 

paper (50%).  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/558027-specification-gcse-computer-science-j277.pdf


Open Choice Subjects 
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• GCSE ART AND DESIGN 

• GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

• GCSE FILM STUDIES 

• GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

• GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

• GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCE (BIOLOGY,        

CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS) 

• BTEC LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN       

PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING PATHWAY) 

• NCFE LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN MUSIC 

TECHNOLOGY  

 

 



Art and Design 

Areas of Study: 

UNIT 1 - PEOPLE AND PLACES 

UNIT 2 - PRINTMAKING and/or 3D MASK MAKING 

DEADLINE for both projects is by CHRISTMAS the last 

week of Autumn term 2 in year 11.  

All of the formal elements of Art are covered on the 

course as well as how to evaluate and analyse art in 

written form. 

How is this subject assessed?: 

Two units/projects = 60% which is set and marked by 

teachers and moderated by AQA.  

AQA EXAMINATION PAPER = 40%. This exam paper is 

issued to Art teachers and GCSE students at the        

beginning of January in year 11 for the formal final 

examination process to begin. Students are expected 

to investigate and produce a creative portfolio of work 

based on a theme set by AQA, final large Art work is 

then produced in a two day timed examination.    

 

 

 

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Art and Design (Fine 

Art) 

 

Course Code: 

8202 

 

Specification: 

AQA 8202 

 

Why study Art and Design? 

Vibrant and dynamic, Art and Design at GCSE level will give you 
the freedom to explore and express your ideas, imagination and 
emotions in new and original forms. The subject will also equip 
you with a range of dynamic creative skills that will act as a      
foundation for further specialisation, allowing you to continue the 
subject with confidence at AS, A-level and beyond! Possible future 
pathways include both the world of work (with the creative   
economy remaining a significant source of employment in the 
capital) or further specialist courses of study at the many          
innovative and exciting institutions of further education available 
to you. 
The flexibility of GCSE Art means that the course can be tailored to 
meet your personal interests and strengths. The course has been 
designed to allow students to develop knowledge and under-
standing through a variety of learning experiences and              
approaches, including engagement with sources that might      
include popular culture, the History of Art or the latest emerging 
trends in visual culture. This will allow you to develop the skills to 
explore, create and communicate your own ideas. You will be  
encouraged to progressively develop your own strengths and  
interests in the subject and, increasingly, follow your own lines of 
enquiry as your independence and confidence grows. 
You will demonstrate these skills through the development,     
refinement, recording, realisation and presentation of ideas 
through both a portfolio of internally assessed work and also by 
responding to an externally set assignment, that you complete 
over ten hours (and two days) at the end of Year 11. 
As already indicated above in relation to the creative economy, 
Art and Design remains an essential and vibrant part of our      
culture and society. Employers and College Directors both value 
the contribution that an independent, creative practitioner of the 
arts can bring to their organisation or institution. If you want to 
stand out, shine and express yourself with power and flair, then 
Art and Design GCSE is the course for you! 
 
For further inspiration, go to: 
Video: Why Study Art? 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-2016.PDF
https://youtu.be/vKjkx6PzajE


Design Technology 

Areas of Study: 

Paper 1: Written exam: 2 hours 

100 marks (50% of GCSE) 

Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 

Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 

Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks) 

At least 15% of the exam will assess Maths. 

At least 10% of the exam will assess Science. 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

The non-exam assessment (NEA) is made up of a single 

design and make task. The NEA project in its entirety 

should take between 30–35 hours to complete and 

consist of a working prototype and a concise portfolio 

of approximately 20 pages of A3 paper, equivalent A4 

paper or the digital equivalent. 

Students' work should consist of an investigation into a 

contextual challenge, defining the needs and wants of 

the user and include relevant research to produce a 

design brief and specification. Contextual challenges to 

be released annually by AQA on 1 June in the year prior 

to the submission of the NEA. Students will produce a 

prototype and a portfolio of evidence and work will be 

marked by teachers and moderated by AQA. 

Why study Design and Tech-

nology? 

AQA GCSE Design and Technology will prepare stu-

dents to participate confidently and successfully in an 

increasingly technological world. Students will gain 

awareness and learn from wider influences on Design 

and Technology including historical, social, cultural, 

environmental and economic factors. Students will get 

the opportunity to work creatively when designing and 

making and apply technical and practical expertise. The 

AQA GCSE allows students to study core technical and 

designing and making principles, including a broad 

range of design processes, materials techniques and 

equipment. They will also have the opportunity to 

study specialist technical principles in greater depth. 

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Design and Technology 

 

Course Code: 

8552 

 

Specification: 

AQA 8552 

 

How is this subject assessed?: 

Written examination: 2 hours/50% of the qualification/100 

marks. 

Non-exam assessment (NEA): 50% of the qualification/100 marks. 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/design-and-technology/specifications/AQA-8552-SP-2017.PDF


Film Studies 

PLEASE NOTE THAT FILM STUDIES 

IS A NEW SUBJECT OFFERED FOR 

2022 AND WILL ONLY RUN WITH 

SUFFICIENT INTEREST 

Areas of Study: 

Component 1 Key Developments in US Film  

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  

35% of qualification  

70 marks  

Component 2 Global Film: Narrative, Repre-

sentation and Film Style  

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  

35% of qualification  

70 marks  

Component 3 Production  

Non-exam assessment  

Internally assessed, externally moderated by WJEC  

30% of qualification (production, 20%, evaluative anal-

ysis, 10%)  

60 marks  

Why study Film Studies? 

Film is an important part of many people's lives. Those 

who choose to study it characteristically bring with 

them a huge enthusiasm and excitement for film which 

constantly motivates them in their studies. GCSE Film 

Studies starts with individuals' excitement about a 

powerful audio-visual medium, which is central to to-

day's society and culture. The films learners study are 

designed to exploit that enthusiasm and motivate 

them to broaden their knowledge of film and film tech-

nology from the first moving images introduced to au-

diences in 1895 to the digital environment of contem-

porary film.  

Exam Board: 

Eduqas 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Film Studies 

 

Course Code: 

C670QS   

 

Specification: 

Eduqas C670QS 

 

How is this subject assessed?: 

Below are the assessment objectives for this specification.    

Learners must:  

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of elements of 

film  

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of film, 

including to: • analyse and compare films • analyse and evaluate 

own work in relation to other professionally produced work  

AO3 Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of film to 

the production of film or screenplay.  

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/sjyhrqeu/eduqas-gcse-film-studies-spec-from-2017-e.pdf


Food Technology 

Areas of Study: 

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core top-

ics:  

• Food, nutrition and health  

• Food science  

• Food safety  

• Food choice  

• Food provenance.  

Why study Food Preparation 

and Nutrition? 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and 

creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills 

to ensure you develop a thorough understanding of    

nutrition, food provenance and the working                 

characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this       

qualification focuses on nurturing your practical cookery 

skills to give you a strong understanding of nutrition.  

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Food Preparation and 

Nutrition 

 

Course Code: 

8585 

 

Specification: 

AQA 8585 

How is this subject  

assessed?: 

Paper 1: Food preparation and nutrition: 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes • 100 marks • 50% of GCSE  

Questions:  Multiple choice questions (20 marks) • Five ques-

tions each with a number of sub questions (80 marks)  

 

Non-exam Assessment: 

Task 1: Written or electronic report (1,500–2,000 words) in-

cluding photographic evidence of a practical  investigation.  

Task 2: Written or electronic portfolio including photographic 

evidence. Photographic evidence of three final dishes must 

be included.  

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/food/specifications/AQA-8585-SP-2016.PDF


Physical Education 

Areas of Study: 

Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity 

and sport (30%) 

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical 

activity and sport (30%) 

Section A (skill) and B (Full context): Practical Perfor-

mance (30%) 

Section C: Analysis and Performance Evaluation (10%) 

How is this subject assessed?: 

30% Practical Assessment:  

3 Sports (1 Individual, 1 Team and 1 of choice)  

10% Non-Exam Assessment:  

Written Project  

60% Exam:  

2 x 75 minute Papers 

Why study Physical Education? 

Pathways:   

A' Level PE, BTEC National in Sport Level 3 (Development, 

Coaching & Fitness), Degree in Sport Studies/Sport Science.   

Careers to think about:  

Teacher, Personal Trainer, Physiotherapist, Sports Scientist, 

Sports Coaching or Nutritionist. 

 

 

Exam Board: 

AQA 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Physical Education 

 

Course Code: 

8582 

 

Specification: 

AQA 8582 

Additional Information: 

Useful Resources:  

New Grade 9-1 GCSE Physical Education AQA Com-

plete Revision & Practice (CGP GCSE PE 9-1 Revision)  

New GCSE Physical Education AQA Revision Guide - 

for the Grade 9-1 Course (CGP GCSE PE 9-1 Revision)   

BBC Bitesize- http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/

subjects/znyb4wx  

GCSEPOD > PE and Health & Fitness  

DODDLE > PE 

 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/pe/specifications/AQA-8582-SP-2016.PDF


Separate Science 

Areas of Study: 

1. Biology 

2. Chemistry 

3. Physics 

How is this subject assessed?: 

3 Separate Sciences: GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE 

Physics. The Triple Science course follows the same      

specification as the Combined Science course but is more 

in-depth and requires additional learning. Students     

wishing to study science at A Level or University, will     

benefit from the more rigorous training provided by these 

courses. However, students must have demonstrated the 

appropriate level of aptitude and attitude during Year 7, 8 

and 9 in order for them to be eligible for these courses.  

At the end of the course students will be awarded 3      

separate exam grades 9 - 1, based on knowledge and    

understanding in the 3 different disciplines. Each discipline 

requires students to sit 2 exam papers 

 

Why study Separate Science? 

(As per Combined Science)  

Science is considered by many as a core subject in school 

curriculum, not only because of the need to produce the 

scientists of the future but also to empower students to 

make informed choices in their lives and enable them to 

take part in key debates confronting society today. 

 

Exam Board: 

Edexcel 

 

Course Title: 

GCSE Biology 

GCSE Chemistry 

GCSE Physics 

 

Course Code: 

Chemistry: 1CH0F or 1CH0H 

Biology: 1BI0F or 1BI0H 

Physics: 1PH0F or 1PH0H 

 

Specifications: 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Additional Information: 

(As per Combined Science) 

In Year 9 and 10, students will cover Cell Biology,  

Organisation, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics, 

Atomic Structure and the Periodic Tables, Bonding, 

Structure the Properties or Matter, Quantitative 

Chemistry, Chemical Changes and Energy Changes, 

Energy, Electricity, Particle Model of Matter and 

Atomic Structure.  

 

In Year 11, students will study Homeostasis and Re-

sponse, Inheritance, Variation and Evolution, Ecology, 

The Rate and Extent of Chemical Change, Organic 

Chemistry, Chemical Analysis, Chemistry of the At-

mosphere, Forces, Waves, Magnetism and Electro-

magnetism. Details of these topics can be found on 

the Edexcel website, www.edexcel.co.uk  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Biology_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Chemistry_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Physics_Spec.pdf


BTEC LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN       

PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING PATHWAY) 

Areas of Study: 

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 

Students will learn about the various roles in the Per-

forming Arts industry, from stage designers to theatre 

directors. They will study three different texts (Blood 

Brothers, DNA and Cookies) by practically exploring the 

various elements and steps of staging a production. Ad-

ditionally, students will learn to enjoy, appreciate and 

evaluate live theatre through in-house workshops, Digi-

tal Theatre online, and West End plays. Students must 

be committed to attending these theatre events in order 

to meet the requirement of this component. 

Component 2: Developing Skills and Tech-

niques in the Performing Arts 

In this component students work on acting out scenes 

from an existing scripted play to a live audience. Stu-

dents will take part in workshops and classes where they 

will develop technical, and practical skills through re-

hearsing and performing. Throughout this process, they 

will review their own progress and consider how to 

make improvements. This component has many trans-

ferable qualities, for example communication skills and 

teamwork, which will be valuable in any chosen career 

path. 

Component 3: Responding to a Brief 

Students will work in a small group to create a live per-

formance which is based on a relevant topic. They will 

be given information that outlines what the perfor-

mance should be about and asks them to consider their 

target audience. Students will develop their ideas for a 

workshop performance and apply their skills and tech-

niques to communicate their creative ideas to an audi-

ence. The performance skills they will use will vary de-

pending on the content of the work, the venue and tar-

get audience. The work may involve improvisation, vocal 

work, movement techniques or include audience partici-

pation. The group performance may involve some solo 

or small-group work or it may be an ensemble piece.  

Why study Performing Arts? 

This course is ideal for students that love to perform and 

learn best through collaborative practical work. It is a 

nationally recognised qualification which provides a 

choice of routes into further education. It is suitable for 

those who have a real interest in Drama and Theatre and 

for those who wish to develop their personal, presenta-

tional and evaluation skills. Experienced actors have 

some advantage but students with little previous experi-

ence can develop the skills to succeed if they are pre-

pared to perform play texts and devised theatre to an 

audience, to apply themselves fully with complete com-

mitment and produce work to tight deadlines. Students 

will need to be able to learn lines.  

Exam Board: 

Pearson 

Course Title: 

BTEC Tech Award Level 1 / 2   

Performing Arts (Acting Path-

way) 

Course Code: 

603/7054 

Specification: 

Pearson Tech Award 7054 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/performing-arts/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/60370543-BTEC-Tech-Award-Performing-Arts-2022-spec-PPD1-150721.pdf


Performing Arts (continued) 

Assessment Structure: 

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 

What’s assessed: 

Investigate how professional performance is created by exploring 

three different plays or styles of drama. Demonstrate an under-

standing of the skills, techniques and approaches used by profes-

sionals to create performance work. 

How it’s assessed:  

Teacher assessed: Video evidence of practical explorations and 

Report Log -evidence of research findings on three different plays 

or styles of theatre performance. 

30% of overall marks 

Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Perform-

ing Arts 

What’s assessed: 

Learners will develop their performing arts skills and techniques 

through the process of rehearsing and acting out a scripted play. 

How it’s assessed:  

Teacher assessed: Video evidence of practical rehearsals and per-

formance and student logbook evaluating their own skills and 

outlining their progress. 

30% of overall marks 

Component 3: Responding to a brief 

What’s assessed: 

Learners will create their own play, based on a given current top-

ic, with a specific audience in mind. Their practical exploration 

will develop from their initial ideas, through a process of rehears-

ing, then performing and finally evaluating a live theatre perfor-

mance that they have devised and performed to a selected audi-

ence. 

How it’s assessed:  

Externally assessed: Video evidence of practical rehearsals, the 

final performance and three separate written controlled assess-

ments covering the student’s initial ideas and contributions, their 

development through the rehearsal process and an evaluation of 

the final performance. 

40% of overall marks 

Exam Board: 

Pearson 

Course Title: 

BTEC Tech Award Level 1 / 2      

Performing Arts (Acting Pathway) 

Course Code: 

603/7054 

Specification: 

Pearson Tech Award 7054 

Additional Information: 

This course will be assessed during Yr10 and Yr11 

through teacher assessment and the 40% externally 

assessed exam, which enables students to spread their 

workload out throughout the course, rather than sitting 

a single written paper at the end of Yr11.  

The value and benefits of Drama and the skills learned 

are transferable far beyond a profession in the theatre.  

A Drama background is a valuable qualification for all 

employers looking for co-operative, reliable and creative 

employees.  

All candidates will develop strong interpersonal and 

communication skills. This course provides a foundation 

for students wishing to progress to Level 3 qualifications 

in Performing Arts or Theatre Studies and for those 

wishing to pursue a career in the theatre or related 

industries such as television, film or events manage-

ment.  

PLEASE NOTE: This course has a theory element and 

involves academic study. You must also commit to com-

pulsory after school rehearsals and theatre visits.  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/performing-arts/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/60370543-BTEC-Tech-Award-Performing-Arts-2022-spec-PPD1-150721.pdf


NCFE LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN  

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY  

Who is this qualification suitable for? 
The Level 1/2 Technical Award in Music Technology is designed 

for learners who want an introduction to the music technology 

industry that includes a vocational and project-based element. 

The qualification will appeal to learners who wish to pursue a 

career in the music technology industry or progress onto fur-

ther study. 

This qualification will promote the 

learner’s understanding of: 

• the place of music technology within the music business 

• hardware components and software functions of a digital 

audio workstation (DAW) 

• the use of DAW software to produce musical projects 

• how music is composed through study and analysis of musical 

elements 

• analysing the developments in musical styles enabled by 

technology 

• selecting and applying musical elements to create stylistically 

appropriate musical outcomes 

• using sound creation in different forms of media 

• applying sound creation to achieve an outcome 

• planning and undertaking multitrack recording and mixing 

• using recording equipment to capture and store multitrack 

audio recordings 

 

Exam Board: 

NCFE 

 

Course Title: 

NCFE Level 1/2 Technical 

Award in Music Technology  

Course Code: 

603/7008/7 

 

DRAFT Specification: 

NCFE 603/7008/7 

Student Requirements: 

Interest & experience in using a DAW (Garageband; Logic; 

Fruityloops; Cubase; etc).  

Enjoy making and creating music. 

Able to play an instrument or willing to learn. (Singing/

Rapping is also acceptable) 

Able to work independently and show initiative. 

Complete music Theory Pack stage 1. (By the start of the Sep-

tember) 

Which subjects will complement this 

course? 

The following subject areas will complement this course: 

film studies / media studies / music / computing / 

economics and business / science / maths 

More Info 

https://www.qualhub.co.uk/media/23448/60370087-qualification-specification-version-10-draft.pdf
https://www.qualhub.co.uk/media/13908/cd-blueprint-map_pg-guide-master.jpg

