
Fred’s Prayer  
for the Week

God our Father, every year we rejoice as we look forward  
to this feast of our salvation. 
May we welcome Christ as our Redeemer, and meet him with 
confidence when he comes to be our judge, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.   Amen.                    

God bless,  Fred (Chaplain)

Message  
from the 
Head Teacher

St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School

Weekly News    

Making the decision earlier 
this week to move KS4 
students to home learning 
was not easy. True to our 
vision, we have prioritised 
the safety of all members 
of our community above all 
else. More than 20% of our 
teachers have tested positive 
for Covid 19 and, obviously, 
we wish them all a speedy 
recovery.  

Nobody knows what 
Omicron will bring us over 
the next few weeks. The 
current plan is to slightly 
stagger the start of Term to 
allow us to test all students 
as they return. We will 
continue to do our best to 
keep everyone safe. We will, 
of course, keep you informed 
via Class Charts. I would also 

encourage all who can, to get 
vaccinated. Please see below 
the January start of term 
arrangements…. unless, of 
course, they change… 
As soon as a year group 
returns, they continue with 
normal attendance and 
timetables. While students 
are waiting to return, they 
will be set work by their 
teachers via Microsoft Teams. 

Yr 11 students remain 
anxious about their GCSE 
examinations. Everyone 
hopes it will be a “normal” 
year,  but whatever happens, 
any revision will not be 
wasted.  So please encourage 
your sons to maintain their 
work;  yes, even over the 
holidays! Mrs Turner has an 
important letter to parents 

on page two hopefully 
outlining the changes in 
Reporting we have made in 
response to a few queries 
that had been received. 

We have continued to provide 
Christmas Lunches for all 
students free of charge and It 
has been wonderful to see so 
many happy faces enjoying 
the moment and being part 
of a community that cares. 
The lunches were done in 
Year Group “bubbles” so 
there was no increase to risk.  
You can see pictures from 
page 6 onwards. Elsewhere 
in Weekly News you will 
see a report from Fred on 
how students are running 
with our Advent Charity on 
page 3. Mr Kelly (M) reports 
again on the successes of the  

Computer Science club also 
on page 3. Mr Evans’ DESk 
on page 4 shows our new 
additions to the school 
environment and why we 
have them! Finally, on the 
front page of the website, 
we have added a link to the 
St Columba’s Carol Concert 
lovingly put together by Mr 
Watson and Fred but the 
link is here as well https://
tinyurl.com/yckprzv3 

Over the Christmas Holiday 
I hope you, and your loved 
ones, are able to find Peace 
and happiness whilst not 
forgetting all those who have 
suffered so much during this 
Pandemic.

N Fisher
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START OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS

Wednesday January 5    
Staff Training day - No school for students

Thursday January 6       
8:30am  Yr 7 return to school 
11:00am  Yr 11 return

Friday January 7            
8:30am      Yr 8 return to school 
11:00am    Yr 9 return

Monday January 10       
8:30am      Yr 10 return

Students in the SAS should come in on their 
Yr Group allocated days but at 8:30am to maintain 

their transport arrangements.

https://tinyurl.com/yckprzv3
https://tinyurl.com/yckprzv3
mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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December 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Please allow me to take this opportunity to thank you for your supportive response to our changed 

format of reporting to parents. We know change can sometimes be difficult and some parents have 

requested further information which I will provide below. 

Why change? 
Schools are rightly focused on progress throughout the school journey, in conjunction with 

attainment at GCSE, so the change is to provide more meaningful information regarding individual 

progress at KS3, and early in Yr 10 before a significant amount of content has been learned at 

GCSE. A number with a narrow range did not provide the information to you as to how your son is 

progressing in relation to where he as an individual, is expected to be. We want to commend 

success at all ability levels and ensure that any student working below their target range is 

identified early enough to make a difference to their final outcomes. 

Regarding assessments, nothing has changed for your son. He will have sat a subject 

assessment, which will have been marked by his class teacher, and he will have been provided his 

marks and valuable feedback, exactly as before. We always welcome parents and carers 

discussing assessment marks and feedback with their sons. 

Target Ranges 
We have not provided targets on previous reports, so as a parent or carer, the context was 

missing. We wanted to rectify that, so have now included aspirational target ranges. Target ranges 

are the most likely statistical probabilities based on prior data, and ours are pitched in keeping with 

the aspirational nature of our boys and their families. They are by no means limiting or absolute. In 

Yrs 9-11, target ranges are projected from SATS, and most likely outcomes calculated from 

thousands of national data points. In Yrs 7 and 8, without formal SATS data, target ranges are 

projected from Cognitive Abilities Tests which also produce a scaled score indicator (included 

within the report). As your son moves through the school, target ranges are refined to become 

more personalised. 

Green, Amber, and Red 
Many parents will be used to the notion of working at or above expected targets from primary 

school. A green outcome deserves recognition and is to be celebrated. An amber outcome does 

not signify a cause for alarm, but may prompt a conversation between parents and sons, and 

teachers and students, to discuss ways to ensure your son makes greater progress over the next 

term. A red outcome signifies that the student is below where he is expected to be, which is highly 

personalised and will look different for each student. 
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What happens next? 
Armed with meaningful information, a partnership between home, school and students will ensue. 

Parents will choose to discuss with their sons, ways in which he will help himself to move forward. 

At school, an intervention will be anything from a pastoral discussion, extra guided support within 

or beyond the classroom, additional tasks to aid catch-up, or even extension tasks to create 

greater challenge. 

My son was absent from the assessment but got a red… 

This is absolutely a valid concern and I thank the parents who have highlighted this for us. There 

have certainly been unavoidable absences during the assessment window and our algorithm has 

automatically assigned absent students a red. I will investigate this to make improvements for next 

time. Staff will identify students who were absent via their registers and students must not be 

unduly worried. 

Attitude to Learning 
We remain certain that an outstanding Attitude to Learning is still the greatest tool your son has to 

ensure success at the end of his time here at St Columba’s and we will continue to celebrate and 

reward positive A2L. 

I hope that this letter has provided you with further information, and we at St Columba’s commit to 

using this more meaningful data to both ensure your son’s successes are celebrated and that 

equally, he is supported to make the progress of which he is capable. 

Mrs Turner 
Assistant Head Teacher  

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Computer Science - STEM Club Racing Cars

Mercy Ships

Members of the Computer Science STEM Club have been  
programming a Micro:bit mini-computer. Mr Fisher kindly  
donated six Robot Cars that Yr 7 and Yr 8 students are working 
on in the pictures below. 

You can see the Micro:bit plugged into the car controlling  
the LED lights and the loud buzzer. 

It was a lot of fun and students learned by experimentation  
and teamwork. We will be making the cars drive in January and 
we plan to use a second Micro:bit as a remote control so we 
can start some racing!

Mr Kelly (M)
Computer Science Teacher

A big well done to 10M for raising over £186 towards Mercy 
Ships - an outstanding effort in such difficult circumstances!

Well done 9F - raising £73 in their great cake sale yesterday.

Well done to both 7C and 7L,  both had an outstanding amount  
of money collected.

Many of the Forms have raised money for this deserving char-
ity and by giving to others who have nothing, you have truly 
reflected the Gospel during this time of Advent! 

Well done and 
God Bless

Fred
School Chaplain 

Aryan 7F

Whilst the world around us has been preparing for  
Christmas whilst at the same time coping with the Covid  
difficulties, students in school have continued their drive  
for the Advent Charity, Mercy Ships (see ‘From the DESk’  
in Weekly News dated 26 November 2021 - Ed.). 

Aryan in 7F has really risen to 
the challenge and completed 
a three-mile Sponsored Run 
with his Dad and a few other  
family members. He has raised 
an incredible £77 mainly from 
his local neighbourhood.  

Well done Aryan!

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk


From the DESk of Mr Evans... 
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Happiness is...
 
Back in September, Fred launched our theme for the school 
year which centres on the Beatitudes. Choosing an older  
translation of Christ's Sermon on the Mount, as a community 
we have reflected on the word “Happy” as opposed to “Blessed”. 
The last eighteen months have been difficult times - there is no 
getting away from that as we end this year with nearly a quarter 
of staff having tested positive. To help us start 2022 reflect-
ing on our Faith, banners have been mounted across windows 
on the site. The banners highlight the different Beatitudes;  

as you see them you can't help but reflect - and nor can you 
miss the word “Happy”!
 
The one I can see from the DESk is ‘Happy are the clean of heart: for 
they shall see God’. As Catholics and as Christians we believe we  
see the face of God in everyone we meet; as we celebrate a 
subdued Christmas let's look to find happiness in the faces of 
those we share this special time with.

Enjoy the break.

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk


 

Even though I spend my time focusing on the 
twin core skills of reading and writing, it’s always  
important to remember that the term ‘literacy’ 
covers all types of communication, and texts aren’t 
limited to the written word. 

At this particular time of year, I like to compare 
different texts, and often have great fun doing so. 
In particular, I love to watch Christmas movies. 
Christmas movies are great to watch, because it’s 
always fun to see how different people take the 
same set of ingredients, and make different things 
out of them. These ‘ingredients’ are called tropes. 
 
A trope could be an event in a film - in romantic  
comedies for example, there’s often a case of  
mistaken identity  (“She’s your sister?”), a particular  
type of character (James Bond villains kind of blur 
into each other) or even a specific device - have  

you ever noticed that countdowns are nearly always  
stopped on 3 seconds left? I don’t know why that 
is, but it seems like it always is! 

Typical Christmas tropes might include families 
getting back together (think Home Alone), people 
finding faith in humanity (The Bishop’s Wife - which 
was remade into The Preacher’s Wife with Denzel 
Washington), or snow (ALL OF THEM).
 
So rather than having three top tips this week, or 
even a Right2Read moment, here are three Christmas  
films that show off typical - and easy to spot - 
tropes. You might spot others among your holiday 
viewing, or even start thinking about your favourite 
types of movies to see how they turn up in them!

Mr Dennis
Literacy Coordinator  

and Teacher of English

A Recipe for Literacy...
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Scrooge (1951) 
We have a very snowy Victorian Christmas, 
a man finding faith in humanity, reconciling 
with his family and, of course, Tiny Tim. 

The tropes here are easy to spot - togetherness, 
the need for kindness, and a heavenly 
intervention to make the world a better place.

It’s a Wonderful Life (1947)
Once again, it’s snowing as we see a man, 
George Bailey, losing, then finding faith 
again. We also have a family reunion with a 
visit from his brother who he hasn’t seen in 
ages, and a Christmas angel named Clarence. 
Oh, and the entire town comes together in 
an act of kindness. If you’re not crying by the 
end, check your pulse to make sure you have 
a heart!

Families getting back together in tricky 
circumstances is a pretty standard trope for 
Christmas movies, and is at the heart of my 
final movie choice. A husband and wife are 
reconciled, there are what can safely be 
described as ‘tricky circumstances’ and a 
side character, Al Powell, rediscovers faith in 
himself. It is, of course, that great Christmas 
movie Die Hard (1988) sadly, only 
recommended for KS4 as it’s a 15 certificate.

So there we are. Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a relaxing break.

Three heart-warming Christmas Movies that show off their tropes:

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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Finlay, Divine and Olamide

Kydan and Aiden

Shreeyans and Joshua

Avraj, Shreeyans and Joshua

Fiyin, Jamie, JHL, Chinonso and Anselm

Junior and Jude

Sigismon and Oliver

Zaine and Matthew

Charlie and Liam

Immanuel

Louis,  Tommy and  William

Shu’Aib, Dillon and Michael

 Yr 7 Christmas 
LunchYr 7

George, Ty and Kashayden

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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Raphael with Mr Olowofoyeku Preslav and Jamie

Dominik, Harry and Freddie

Braeden, Amar and Kinus

Emeka and Brayan

Victor

Alex, Nathaniel and Jordan

Oliver

Sultan and James

Mueez and Lenny with Mr Jesuratnam

William

Miquel and Osagie

 Yr 8 Christmas 
LunchYr 8

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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Jason and Oscar

Jayson and Navjot

Lenny, Philip and Jordan

Mr Kelly (B) and Lawrence

Christopher Ben, Ife and Iyosayi

Oliver, Abdul-Mateen and David

Elias and Ethan

Leon Riken

En masse Logan

Isaac and Oscar

Bobby and Teddy

Max, Timi, Louie and Deshan

Sanjot, Jermaine and Ikenna

 Yr 9 Christmas 
LunchYr 9

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk


901322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk   www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs

DJ

TomTom and Keith

Dillon, Ishan and MWS

Mr Fisher and his true love Adrian

Tomasin and Romaro

Dom, Cameron and FinnDee and Tomisin

Ore

 Yr 11 Christmas 
LunchYr 11

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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bexlEy’s 
WinteR HolidaY 
ACtiVities 
aNd FOod 
ProGramMe
Between Monday 20  
and Friday 31 December
A free winter holiday club 
programme in Bexley for children and young people aged 5-16 
who are in receipt of benefits-
related Free School Meals.

www.bexley.gov.uk

www.bexley.gov.uk/holiday-activities-food-programme
#HAF2021

Winter Holiday Activities and Food Programme
 
This programme aims to deliver healthy food and enriching  
activities during the winter school holidays to children who receive 
benefits-related free school meals. Funded through the Department 
for Education it offers valuable support to families on lower incomes, 
giving them the opportunity to access rewarding and active activities 
alongside healthy meals and food education over the winter holidays. 

Between Monday 20th and Friday 31st December, the London Bor-
ough of Bexley is funding 9 providers to offer over 1,500 places 
across the borough. These schemes offer a full range of enrichment 
activities including sport, food making activities, dance, arts and 
crafts and martial arts; at least one healthy meal a day and nutritional 
and food education for both participants and their families.  

Full details of this programme, the individual schemes and how 
families can book places can be found at 

www.bexley.gov.uk/holiday-activities-food-programme
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Minecraft Edu Holiday Clubs

 

 

                                  
                                  

                                 8
th November 2021 

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers of Years 3-8, 

 

Computing Clubs are excited to announce that Minecraft Edu Holiday Clubs are back 

this Christmas and children in Years 3-8 from any school are welcome to join us! Holiday 

clubs will run over two days at Burnt Oak Junior School, DA15 9DA on Wednesday 22nd & 

Thursday 23rd December from 10.00–2.30pm.  

Minecraft Edu is a fantastic learning resource for all ages. Children will be able to use all 

the elements of Minecraft Education, but in a secure enclosed virtual reality which outsiders 

cannot enter.  
, use advanced tools in the latest update of Minecraft Education, as 

Children will extend their knowledge of coding and problem solving, whilst using advanced 

tools in the latest update of Minecraft Education as they work together on a range of original 

festive fun themed projects, supported by our KS3/4 Tech Leaders. 

 
Find out more information and book by following this link: 

www.computingclubs.co.uk/festiveminecraftedu  

 
Book by 30th November to SAVE 10%. Other discounts are also available. If you have any 

questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us via email: admin@computingclubs.co.uk  

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Peter Barrett                            Lorraine Smith                   

Computing Clubs 
 

 
COMPUTING 

CLUBS 
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© Computing Clubs 2021                                                                                                                                                  

Children can extend their knowledge of coding and use advanced tools in the latest update of 
Minecraft Education, as they work together on a range of festive fun themed projects.Sessions are designed to include a brand new Minecraft Edu adventure each time. Children will 

use enhanced computational thinking & problem solving skills to navigate a fun virtual reality - 
whilst actually being in a safe enclosed world with just members of the club! Led by our brilliant 
KS3/4 Tech Leaders.  #NoLimitsDigitalLearning   
Computing Holiday Clubs run at Burnt Oak Junior School, Sidcup: 22nd & 23rd December 2021
www.computingclubs.co.uk

MINECRAFT EDU MINECRAFT EDU holiday CLUBS!holiday CLUBS!

Computing ClubsComputing ClubsMinecraft Edu Clubs 
For Children in Y3-Y8

SAVE 10% 
Book by 30th Nov 
Other discounts 

available

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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How to Access the School Apps at Home

Your son may need to use his school computer log-in details at 
home to access and complete some of the homework set using 
Microsoft Teams/Microsoft Forms/OneDrive. 

RM Unify is a useful website that allows your son to access 
these applications in one place. To access RM Unify at home, 
please follow these steps.

STEP 1
Type stcolumbas.rmunify.com into a web browser.

STEP 2 
When asked to log-in, type in your school username and school 
password. Students have been given their username during their 

Computer Science lessons. It starts with the year they joined  
followed by their surname i.e. 21Williams. They changed their  
password and will need to remember it.

STEP 3 
They can now access the school apps and complete their  
homework.If there are Microsoft Teams/Microsoft Forms/OneDrive 
links to click on via ClassCharts and they are asked to enter their 
log-in details, use the same log-in details mentioned in Step 2. 

Any problems or questions, please email LWS@st-columbas.bexley.
sch.uk 

Mr L Williams 
Head of Computer Science

We have had an extraordinary amount of lost property 
brought to the front office from around the school recently.   
We have this each year but I think students are going for a 
world record in the most items lost in one half-term! 

Everything that is named we get back to students but it amounts 
to a tiny fraction of what is handed in at the office.  As you  
can see, it is starting to take over the medical room with new 
shoes, coats, water bottles, PE kit, football boots our most  
popular items. Please, please, can you label your son’s coats, 
blazers, shoes, anything that he could possibly lose and we be 
able to will return it to him.   

At some point we will need to donate to local charities any  
unclaimed items as they are taking up so much room.  
Your help would be hugely appreciated!

Mrs Carrano
Front Office Manager

Lost Property Mountain!

Dear Parent or Carer,

There have been a number of  
incidents in various schools  
where school children have  
been posting malicious  
information about school staff 
on social media platforms  
such as TikTok.  This may  
include falsely accusing them 
of criminal offences involving  
children. Obviously this is 
very distressing to staff and 
their families.

Can you please remind your 
child that this is a criminal 
offence under the Malicious 
Communications Act 1988:

Where a person sends a letter,  
electronic communication or  
article of any description which 

conveys a message which is indecent  
or grossly offensive, a threat or 
information which is false and 
known or believed to be false by 
the sender.

So even if a child writes 
something about a member 
of school staff which is false 
or grossly offensive ‘just as 
a bit of fun’ or as a rumour 
and then posts it on social  
media – they commit a  
criminal offence.

The student may then be at 
risk of being permanently 
excluded and/or subject to a 
criminal investigation.

As your Safer Schools Police  
Team, we work hard with 
your school to avoid school 

children becoming excluded  
or criminalised, but sometimes  
where the level of harm or 
distressed caused is so severe 
we have little choice but to 
follow these routes.

Please speak to your child 
regarding the sensible use of 
social media.  Consider also 
using parental software to  
restrict what they access and 
monitor where appropriate. 

We would also advise  
consideration to not allowing  
your children to have access  
to social media in their  
bedrooms so that this  
remains a safe space and  
reduces the opportunities  
to misuse social media.

If your child does genuinely  
suspect any adult (school 
staff or otherwise) of  
committing criminal offences  
then they must report this  
to either a senior staff  
member, or the police.  

They can also confidentially  
speak to Childline or report  
crime anonymously via the 
Fearless website.

If you would like to speak  
further please contact your 
local school’s safer schools 
officer.

Yours sincerely,
Bexley Safer Schools Team 
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Some Helpful Websites 
Supporting Parents  
Helpfinder (Young Minds)

A mixture of concern  
about Covid, along with a 
possible financial impact,  
can make for a stressful  
household. By answering six 
questions, parents can find 
out how to support their 
child’s mental health. 

Find the help finder here: 
https://youngminds.org.uk/
supporting-parents-helpfind-
er/

When Emotions Explode
(Young Minds)

Young Minds have also created  
a poster highlighting ways  
to support children when  
they have angry feelings  
and may help families start  

a conversation and talk about  
each other’s feelings.

Download the poster here:
https://youngminds.org.uk/
media/4291/ 
when-emotions-ex-
plode-poster.pdf

Ms Holbrook
Safeguarding and Pastoral Manager

We build better family 
lives together

Email us for support 
askus@familylives.org.uk

People contact us about all 
aspects of  family life that  
include all stages of  a child’s 
development, issues with 
schools and parenting/ 
relationship support. 

We also respond when life 
becomes more complicated 
and provide support around 
family breakdown, aggression  
in the home, bullying, teenage  
risky behaviour and mental  
health concerns of  both  
parents and their children.

If  you need support or advice, 
you can call us on our helpline 

on  0808 800 2222  
(Mon - Fri 1.30-9pm) 

email us at 
askus@familylives.org.uk

chat to us online 
or alternatively visit our  
forums or online advice.

If you have some information that you feel 
should be reported, e.g. bullying, or you are 
feeling low, worrying about something or if 
you have any safeguarding concerns you can:

‘Tell a Teacher’ or email: reportit@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

Mr Evans
Deputy Head Teacher

Ms Holbrook
Safeguarding & Pastoral Manager

Mr Challis
Head of  Yr 8

Ms Sheridan
Head of  Yr 7

Mr Creighton
Head of  Yr 11

Mr Eldridge
Head of  Yr 9

Ms Myles
Head of  Yr 10

December Kindness  

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS
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Happier · Kinder · Together

9

FRIDAY SATURDAY
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

During December we are  
encouraging you to carry out 
small acts of kindness.  It has 
been another difficult year of  
uncertainty and ups and 
downs for many of us. 

Kindness is contagious, and 
helping others has been proven  
to make us feel better too! 
Let’s try to focus on being  
generous with our time and 
attention rather than money  
- it’s free and better for  
everyone, as well as our  
planet!

Ms Holbrook
Safeguarding and Pastoral Manager
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After almost two years of not being able to have instrumental 
lessons - we are now back on track and all our students who 
have signed up are very excited and heavily engaged! 

Learning to play an instrument in school increases achievement  
in maths, Science and English as it teaches ‘transferable skills’!  
We offer a range of instrumental lessons depending on student 
interest and can also provide instrumental hiring through the 
Bexley Music Service. If you would like to learn to play an 
orchestral instrument, please get in contact with Mr Watson 
urgently.
 
The Music department would like to welcome our new  
instrumental tutors: 

Mr Robertson - Guitar 
Miss Simpson - Vocal Coach
Ms Angelova - Piano 
Mr Azevedo - Drum Kit
 

“Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 

Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!”
 

Psalms 150, 3-5
 

Mr Watson
Head of Music

Music

Working with The Bexley Music Service

INSTRUMENTAL
LESSONS HAVE
STARTED!
MON -  GUITAR & SINGING LESSONS

WED -  P IANO LESSONS & GUITAR ENSEMBLE 

FRIDAY -  DRUM KIT  LESSONS

Interested in learning to play an instrument? See Mr

Watson Urgently!

If you want to join the Dance Club  please speak to or email Miss Sindencsn@stcolumbas.bexley.sch.uk

Join the St Columba's

Orchestra band

Tuesdays 2:45pm - 3:30pm

Tuesdays 2:45pm - 3:30pm   

10 Weeks10 Weeks

In the Music Department

In the Music Department     

Only £37.50
Only £37.50   

Pay on ParentPay!
Pay on ParentPay!

YOU YOU YOU MUSTMUSTMUST  BE: BE: BE:

GRADE 3 OR HIGHER
GRADE 3 OR HIGHER
GRADE 3 OR HIGHER

OWN YOUR OWN INSTRUMENT

OWN YOUR OWN INSTRUMENT

OWN YOUR OWN INSTRUMENT

COMPLETE SIGN-UP FORM

COMPLETE SIGN-UP FORM

COMPLETE SIGN-UP FORM

LET MR WATSON KNOW!

LET MR WATSON KNOW!

LET MR WATSON KNOW!    
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Dear Yr 11 Parents and Carers 

The Bexley Post 16 Directory is now available at 
https://tinyurl.com/aann52ns  At the bottom of the web 
page is the Directory, which I recommend you download 
as it’s full of useful information to help you make an  
informed decision on what to do after Yr 11. 

I am in the Library every Thursday lunchtime between 
1:00 and 1:30pm for you to drop in for ‘Information, 
Advice and Guidance’. I can also be contacted directly  
on careers@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk 

Dee Zammit
Careers Adviser

Post 16 Follow Up

Sixth Form Application Deadlines 

POST 16 Sixth Form Applica0on Deadlines  

  

School Applica0on Deadline 

Beths
Friday 7 January 2022

Bexley Grammar 
Friday 14 January 2022

Bexleyheath Academy Friday 21 January 2022

Blackfen School for Girls Thursday 27 January 2022

Chislehurst and Sidcup Friday 14 January 2022

Christ the King – St Marys Friday 11 February 2022

Coopers School
Friday 14 January 2022

DarHord Grammar Boys Friday 7 January 2022

DarHord Grammar Girls Friday 14 January 2022

Harris Academy Falconwood Friday 1 April 2022

Harris Garrard Academy Thursday 31 March 2022

King Henry 
Friday 17 December 2022

Leigh UTC
Thursday 31 March 2022

Townley Grammar 
Friday 21 January 2022

Trinity School
Tuesday 21 December 2022

Welling School
Tuesday 21 December 2022

Wilmington Academy Friday 17 December 2022

Wilmington Grammar 6th Friday 7 January 2022

Woolwich Polytechnic  Friday 11 February 2022

1501322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk   www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs

 

Decisions 
Bexley Post-16 Directory 2022 – 2023  

The directory of post-16 education in Bexley for the 2022 – 2023 academic year is now available.  Along with 

other information on the Decisions Post-16 webpage, we hope it will help you make an informed decision on 

what to do after year 11. Download your copy at www.bexley.gov.uk/decisionspost16  

The webpage lists the dates Bexley’s schools and colleges will be holding post-16 open evenings and events 

this term. Some schools and colleges may require you to pre-book or have limited spaces available. Check 
the event details and register through the school or college website, or call them if needed.   

From September 2022, T levels will be available locally for the first time through further education colleges. 

These new technical qualifications are the equivalent to three A levels and include an industry placement to 

gain work experience. More information on the local offer is expected later this year, so keep an eye on 
college websites. A short video explaining T levels is available on the Decisions Post-16 webpage. 
 

National Apprenticeship Week is taking place Monday 7 to Friday 11 February 2022. If you are interested in apprenticeships this is the best time to find out more about them and begin to look and apply for apprenticeships starting after your exams. Bexley hopes to run its Apprenticeship Opportunities Event that week, so keep checking www.bexley.gov.uk/apprenticeshipevent for information.  

We hope that you find the Decisions Post-16 Directory and webpage useful, and that it helps you make an informed choice on what you do after year 11. If you have any feedback, please email us at skills@bexley.gov.uk  
 

 

www.bexley.gov.uk 

www.bexley.gov.uk/decisionspost16 

https://tinyurl.com/aann52ns
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Bexleyheath Police Station 
2 Arnsberg Way 
Bexleyheath 
DA7 4QS 
 
Email: 
bexley.cadets@met.police.uk 

24th November 2021 

 
 

 
 Dear Parents/Guardians/Caregivers,  

 
Bexley Volunteer Police Cadets are pleased to announce an exciting opportunity for your young 

persons aged 11-17 to join Bexley’s “Volunteer Police Cadets.” 

 
The Cadet programme is designed to teach young people life skills and social responsibility in a 

secure setting where they get to meet other young people and help to build positive relationships with 

the Police and their community.  

 
The senior (aged 13 to 18) uniformed programme is centred around providing young people with 

opportunities to develop and learn whilst gaining qualifications such as the Duke of Edinburgh, First 

aid and senior leadership. Key aspects of what we deliver are - developing self-confidence, personal 

responsibility and safety, alongside team building activities, sport and policing skills with an insight into 

criminal law. We have numerous events throughout the year including policing competitions, camping 

competitions, policing events and community events. We also marshall at occasions such as the 

London Marathon. We run one session currently on Thursdays from 1900-2130hrs in Bexleyheath.  

 
The junior programme (aged 10-12) follows a similar suit with a view of preparing the young person to 

join the senior unit with skills such as; knowledge on first aid, basic criminal law, team building and 

fitness. This session takes place on Thursday 1730-1900hrs in Bexleyheath.  

 
Police Cadets are an integral part of the Metropolitan Police family with over 5,000 across the 

Metropolitan Police District. and has been running successfully for a number of years. Both 

programmes cost only £5 a month. 

 
If you have a young person looking for a fun and exciting extra-curricular activity who may be 

interested in joining the Police Cadets please e-mail Bexley.Cadets@met.police.uk for an application 

form and further information. Or alternatively you can find an application form on the met police 

website detailed below. Closing date for the next intake is Friday 11th February 2021 for the intake to 

start beginning of March 2021 

 
The programme is led by your Police Cadet Co-ordinator and your Police officers all of whom are fully 

qualified and DBS checked.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
PC Brader 2330SE 

Bexley Volunteer Police Cadets  

E-mail: bexley.cadets@met.police.uk  

Visit -  www.met.police.uk. Search for Volunteer Police Cadets for more information and to download 

an application form. 

 

1601322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk   www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk


7 Top Tips to Support Reading at Home
Shared reading is a great way to develop children’s language and communication and 
to boost their reading skills. Regular reading routines can offer lots of opportunities for 
learning during school closures.

Talk about the joy of reading whenever you can. Your child is on an amazing 
journey to becoming a reader.  Put them in the driving seat and have fun 
on the way! For example, ‘choose your favourite story for bedtime tonight.’

Maintain the 
motivation to read7

When you’ve finished reading, talk about what happened. Acting out the 
things that happened in the story or describing the big idea of a chapter 
is really fun and maximises learning. For example, ‘can you remember all 
the things that happened on the bear hunt?’

Ask your child to 
summarise what 
they have read

4

Make books a part of the family. Encourage your child to share them with 
a relative or friend, over a video call. Laugh about them when you are 
making meals together. For example, ‘I hope the tiger doesn’t come to 
tea today!’

Read and discuss 
reading with friends 
or family

6

If it is a book, look at the front cover—or the last chapter—and talk about 
what might happen next. Look for clues in the book and be a reading 
detective! For example, ‘can you see the bear on the front cover? Where 
do you think he will go?’

Ask your child to 
make predictions 
about what they 
have read

3

Write, or draw pictures, from anything you’ve read! Big writing and 
pictures are even more fun. For example, use an old roll of wallpaper to 
make a treasure map with clues from the stories you’ve read together.

Ask your child to 
write about what 
they have read

5

All reading matters. Shared reading is about ‘reading with’, not just 
‘reading to’ (even for older children). So, ask lots of ‘Wh’ questions, such 
as Who? What? When? Where? Why? Try them when talking about 
books: for example, ‘what do you think Harry is feeling?’

Ask your child lots 
of questions2

Don’t worry too much about the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of reading each day. 
Books are great —but leaflets, comics, recipes and instructions on a 
webpage can all be great too. Following a recipe to make some cupcakes 
is valuable reading. Be on the lookout for reading, wherever it is!

Concentrate on 
reading quality 
(it isn’t all about 
reading lots!)

1

Education Endowment Foundation (2018) 
Preparing for Literacy: Improving Communication, Language and Literacy in the Early Years. Education Endowment Foundation: London. 
Available online: eef.li/literacy-early-years
Education Endowment Foundation (2019).
Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools. Education Endowment Foundation: London.  
Available online: eef.li/literacy-ks3-ks4
Breadmore, H.L., Vardy, E.J., Cunningham, A.J., Kwok, R.K.W., & Carroll, J.M. (2019). 
Literacy Development: Evidence Review. Education Endowment Foundation: London.  
Available online: educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Literacy_Development_Evidence_Review.pdf 
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If life’s hard right now, we’re here to listen so you don’t have to face it alone.
 liamE

 gro.snatiramas@oj

gro.snatiramas
/  yelxeb

A registered charity

Call free day or night on 

116 123

C
hr

is
 O

’D
on

ov
an

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

/S
am

ar
ita

ns

Day or night
We’re here
when life’s
difficult

If life’s hard right now, 
we’re here to listen so you 
don’t have to face it alone.

 liamE
 gro.snatiramas@ojgro.snatiramas /  yelxeb

Maybe you can’t quite put your finger on it, but you’re not feeling 
okay. You might be feeling tired more often, be feeling emotional, and 
you might not want to do the things that you usually enjoy right now.
Struggling to cope with everyday life doesn’t look or feel the same 
in everyone. We can’t generalise about how it’ll make you feel or act.

Samaritans are here to listen. You can call us on 116 123, email us at 
jo@samaritans.org or write us a letter.

You don’t have to feel suicidal to get in touch. Only 1 person in 5 who 
calls Samaritans says that they feel suicidal.  
• Signs to look out for
• Lacking energy or feeling tired • Feeling exhausted all the time
• Experiencing ‘brain fog’, find it hard to think clearly
• Finding it hard to concentrate • Feeling restless and agitated

• Feeling tearful, wanting to cry all the time 
• Not wanting to talk to or be with people
• Not wanting to do things you usually enjoy 
• Using alcohol or drugs to cope with feelings
• Finding it hard to cope with everyday 
things and tasks
 
And if you do think these 
symptoms sound like you, or 
someone you know, please still 
get in touch on 116 123, at jo@
samaritans.org, or in another 
way that suits you.

Places to get help....

www.childline.org
Call us free on 0800 1111

www.headspace.com

Hundreds of articles for any 
mind, any mood, any goal.

The virus has brought monumental change to how  
we teach and care for children and young people.  
The virus presents a particular challenge for a lot of younger 
children as they adapt to new social distancing measures and forms 
of learning.

To support different forms of learning, Jim Gamble’s team at 
Inqeue have prepared a short animation, a story book and an 
activity to support teachers and parents tackle misinformation and 
help children understand Coronavirus

https://ineqe.com/2020/03/20/animation-story-
book-explains-the-coronavirus-to-children/

www.mind.org

What we do: 
We provide advice and support to empower anyone experiencing a 
mental health problem. We campaign to improve services, 
raise awareness and promote understanding.

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-
support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/?utm_
source=Workplace+Updates&utm_
campaign=387d089585-EMAIL_
CAMPAIGN_2019_06_24_03_49_COPY_01&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_ef4a7868f3-
387d089585-74819051 

www.ineqe.com
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Food Banks

  

 

 

Dar%ord food bank 

46 Lowfield Street 
Dar0ord 
Kent 
DA1 1HJ 
01322 225850 

Tuesday morning and Thursday aDernoon 
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Dar%ord food bank 

46 Lowfield Street 
Dar0ord 
Kent 
DA1 1HJ 
01322 225850 

Tuesday morning and Thursday aDernoon 
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2001322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk   www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk


2101322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk   www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
Luke’s account of the birth and infancy of Jesus is built on the comparison and contrast between the two stories of John the 
Baptist and Jesus: the annunciation to the parents, the birth of each child, the joy on earth and in heaven, the circumcision, the 
growth of the child. In each incident John is shown to be great, but Jesus greater still. Only in the incident narrated in today’s 
gospel do the two families meet, the two stories cross. We see the two mothers together, marvelling at the destiny of their 
children. The journey from Nazareth to even the nearest of the towns in the hill country of Judah (traditionally Elizabeth’s home 
is located at Ain Karim, now on the outskirts of Jerusalem) would have been arduous, a week’s walk for a fit young woman. 
This special exertion and generosity shows Mary’s love and care for her elderly relative, as well as the natural excitement of the 
two in sharing their motherhood. Luke has already told us that Mary was filled with the Holy Spirit. Now Elizabeth too is filled 
with the Holy Spirit as they participate in and exchange the praise of God for the gift of their children.
Is there anyone I know to whom a visit would bring special joy during Christmastide?
 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect

Taken from the Gospel for 19th December 2021 (Luke 1:39-44): The Visitation
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into 
Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
Ieapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, “Of all 
women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured 
with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child 
in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.”

2 Read

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for 
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and 
pay attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 19th December 2021 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Wednesday 15th December 2021 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

T h e  P a r i s h  V e r s i o n

Encountering Christ
Prayerfully preparing for the 
Sunday Mass and praying in 

particular for our school families

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 19th December 2021

First Reading: The Ruler from Bethlehem

Micah 5:1-4
The Lord says this: You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the 
least of the clans of Judah, out of you will be born for 
me the one who is to rule over Israel; his origin goes 
back to the distant past, to the days of old. The Lord is 
therefore going to abandon them till the time when she 
who is to give birth gives birth. Then the remnant of his 
brothers will come back to the sons of Israel. He will 
stand and feed his flock with the power of the Lord, with 
the majesty of the name of his God. They will live secure, 
for from then on he will extend his power to the ends of 
the land. He himself will be peace.

On this final Sunday of Advent all the focus is on Mary as she 
prepares to give birth to her Son. The prophecy of Micah reminds 
us that God’s standards are utterly different from human standards. 
Bethlehem was an insignificant little hilltop town, the home of the 
smallest clan of Judah, in an insignificant and oppressed country. 
Yet it had two moments of greatness, one when David was 
anointed king there, the other when Jesus was born. David was 
the youngest of his father’s sons, left to look after the sheep when 
all the others were summoned to meet the great prophet Samuel. 
He stands in the long tradition in the Bible that God chooses the 
younger or less distinguished: Abel instead of Cain, Jacob instead 
of Esau, Joseph from among Jacob’s sons rather than his elder 
brothers and Mary had no roof over her head for the birth of her 
child. We cannot dare to estimate any person’s value in God’s 
eyes, but amid all our striving, all the pushing and shoving for 
priority, we do have a lurking suspicion that those nearest to God, 
most marked by the image of God, are the humblest and least 
distinguished of people. Mary was among them.

What qualities distinguish those who have value in God’s eyes?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org          e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee 06608122 © Copyright 2021 The Wednesday Word Trust

Second Reading: I am coming to do your will

As we prepare for Christmas we are reminded that Jesus came to 
trump the disobedience of Adam by his own perfect obedience. 
It was not someone suffering which is the key to the redemption 
of the world, as though suffering had some value in itself, or paid 
some penalty. The medieval theology which suggested this tied 
itself in knots about the recipient of this payment: God or the devil? 
Neither recipient works out! In Romans Paul is quite clear that 
the redemptive factor was Jesus’ obedience even to the point of 
suffering on the Cross: ‘Just as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience are many to be 
made upright.’ Adam is the image of human disobedience, the 
disobedience of us all. Today’s reading from Hebrews tells us that 
Jesus was given a body to express his obedience. By his bodily 
obedience, the guarantee and expression of his full humanity, he 
brought all bodily men and women back to God. By our bodies we 
express our obedience, in sickness and in health. Jesus too, in his 
baby’s body, his child’s body, his youthful body, his fully mature body, 
expressed his obedience to his Father. In so doing he prepared for 
the ultimate expression of loving obedience on the Cross.

What does it mean to you to live in “loving obedience” to God?

Hebrews 10:5-10
This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: You 
who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, prepared a body for 
me. You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for 
sin; then I said, just as I was commanded in the scroll of 
the book, “God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will.” 
Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law 
lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, 
the oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and 
you took no pleasure in them; and then he says: Here I am! 
I am coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort 
to replace it with the second. And this will was for us to be 
made holy by the offering of his body made once and for 
all by Jesus Christ.

The ultimate expression of
loving obedience is the Cross.
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