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Fred’s Prayer for the Week

Lord, Holy Father, faithful to your promise you sent your Spirit  

to bring together a people divided by sin.

Give us the grace to foster unity and peace among men.

Through Christ  our Lord.
Amen 

God bless,  Fred (Chaplain)

Ready, Respectful 
and Safe

These are the three words 
we are reminding all of our 
community about how to be 
happy in school. It remains a 
simple fact that we all want to 
be happy and if we are all able 
to do our personal best to be 
Ready, Respectful and Safe then 
we’re likely to be happy. 

Part of being ready is being 
ready for the next stage in 
your journey. Yr 11 had an 
opportunity to meet with a 
number of Post-16 providers 
in our Hall and Science area on 
Wednesday evening. It was great 
to chat with families about 
their plans for the future and  

how motivating it is for our 
students to have a clear idea 
about what opportunities lie 
ahead. You can see some photos 
and a brief report from Assistant 
Head Teacher Mr McGonnell 
on page 2. Elsewhere in this 
issue, Mr Dennis continues 
his Literacy Drive on page 7, 
and Miss Martin takes up the 
baton in (appropriately enough) the 
library on page 2. Mr Williams 
provides some help for students 
to access school Apps on page 4. 
Also on page 4, Fred provides a 
report on Yr 9’s first ever game 
of competitive rugby and a 
welcome return of Mr Evans’ 
Desk on page 5.

Throughout the school we are 
focusing on one Beatitude per 
month. Please chat with your  

son to find out more. Maybe 
if you said to him ‘Blessed are 
the…?’ you might a scriptural 
response rather than a quizzical 
one! 

You will have received a message 
from the school about the 
national COVID 19 vaccination 
programme. In Bexley, the 
Hounslow and Richmond 
Community Healthcare NHS 
Trust (HRCH) Vaccination 
Team have been asked to deliver 
this programme.  HRCH have 
indicated they are likely to start 
providing vaccines during week 
commencing 18 October 2021 
– please note the actual date 
is yet to be confirmed. If you 
require any further information 
or have any questions please 
contact the HRCH Vaccination  

Team, on the telephone number 
or email below: 
Tel: 020 8614 5306
Email: 
Hrch.schoolcovid19vaccine
@nhs.net 

It is worth letting you know 
that despite having no positive 
tests in our major testing at 
the beginning of term, we are 
now aware of a number of 
positive Covid-19 cases in our 
community. We are awaiting 
advice from Public Health but 
if we do have more positive 
cases, we may have to rethink 
our Open Events. Please do keep 
a weather eye on the school 
website. 

Stay Safe
N Fisher

Weekly News 

mailto:Hrch.schoolcovid19vaccine%40nhs.net?subject=
mailto:Hrch.schoolcovid19vaccine%40nhs.net?subject=


On Wednesday evening we had our Post-16 event where many 
local Sixth Form providers came to encourage our students to 
join them. The number of families who came to this event was 
wonderful!

Mr McGonnell 
Assistant Head Teacher

Post 16 Event
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Science Literacy, Literally! Many people imagine Science is 
mostly test-tubes, Bunsen burners and pH papers used in  
titrations, well, there are those of course, but literacy is just as 
important in the laboratory as it is in the classroom. 

On Thursday, 9S2T were in the Library instead of SC7 and were 
doing independent research for their presentations. These will 
cover a whole range of topics including Space, cells magnets 
and electrical circuits. In these pictures, you can see students 
hard at work combining literacy, laboratory and library. I’m 
looking forward to what they come up with! 

Miss Martin
2 i/c Science

Science Literacy, Literally!
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Thursday afternoon saw the Yr 9 rugby team enter its first  
rugby Competition and play their first-ever game. They were 
playing Forest Hill School in the Kent Schools Rugby Shield. 
They were a very good team with many regular club players 
in their midst.

The whole of the St Columba’s team gave their all and should 
be proud but it’s worth mentioning Tommy-Lee, who had one 
or two fantastic runs from Fullback, Billy was very good in the 
scrum and Freddie made some excellent and fearless tackles. 
 
The opposition back line was well drilled and their ball  
handling and offloading in the tackle was great and they  
eventually ran out 35-5 winners. 

Despite the scoreline, I was hugely proud of the team and look 
forward to more games where their efforts are better rewarded.
A big well done to the Yr 9 team.
 

Fred
Chaplain and Rugby Coach

Rugby Debut!
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How to Access the School Apps at Home

Your son may need to use his school computer log-in details 
at home to access and complete some of the homework set  
using Microsoft Teams/Microsoft Forms/OneDrive. 

RM Unify is a useful website that allows your son to access 
these applications in one place. To access RM Unify at home, 
please follow these steps.

STEP 1
Type stcolumbas.rmunify.com into a web browser.

STEP 2 
When asked to log-in, type in your school username and 
school password (Students have been given their username during 
their Computer Science lessons). It starts with the year they joined  
followed by their surname i.e. 21Williams. They changed their 
password and will need to remember it.

STEP 3 
They can now access the school apps and complete their  
homework.

If there are Microsoft Teams/Microsoft Forms/OneDrive  
links to click on via ClassCharts and they are asked to enter 
their log-in details, use the same log-in details mentioned  
in Step 2.

Any problems or questions, please email 
LWS@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk 

Mr L Williams 
Head of Computer Science

mailto:stcolumbas.rmunify.com?subject=
mailto:LWS%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=


From the DESk of Mr Evans... 

Non-Uniform Day Friday 1 October 
Go Green for CAFOD 

Our Acts of Worship this week considered how we can support 
those less fortunate than ourselves. Students in Years 7 through 
11 heard about CAFOD’s harvest campaign and will be raising 
money to support projects in developing countries through a 
Non-Uniform Day on Friday. 

Students are asked to wear a green item of clothing and 
contribute a minimum of £2. 
 
Please ask your son about the CAFOD assembly and where the 
money will go.

Mr Evans 
Deputy Head Teacher

We are switching 
to Class Charts!

Class Charts is a brilliant app that keeps you in touch with 
everything that is happening in school.

Get on board by 
downloading the app and 
look out for your on-
boarding code.
Coming this week.

We are switching 
to Class Charts!

Class Charts is a brilliant app that keeps you in touch with 
everything that is happening in school.

Get on board by 
downloading the app and 
look out for your on-
boarding code.
Coming this week.

ClassCharts is a brilliant app that keeps you 
in touch with everything that is happening in 
school. 

Get on board by downloading the app and look 
out for your on-boarding code.

We have added Class Charts!

We are switching to Class Charts!Class Charts is a brilliant app that keeps you in touch with 

everything that is happening in school.
Get on board by downloading the app and 

look out for your on-boarding code.Coming this week.

 01322 553236     office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk    www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk @stcolumbascbs 5

Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398

Illustration: Per José Karlén    Printed on paper from well-managed forests    CAF6670   

cafod.org.uk/schools

££335335 

££5544

££3333

££88

buys solar street lamps 
for refugee camps

builds a greenhouse 
for a family to grow 
vegetables all 
year round 

supplies a family  
with fresh clean water

gives a family five 
fruit tree saplings 
to grow fruit to eat 
and sell 

However you raise money, 
make it bright green 

 
Go Green 
fundraiser and 
help to build a 
brighter world. 

Go Green
Join our



Self-care isn’t selfish, it’s essential.   

No-one’s perfect. But so often  
we compare our insides to 
other people’s outsides. 

This month we’re encouraging  
everyone to be kinder to  
themselves (as well as others),  
especially when things go 
wrong. 

Self-care increases our  
resilience and helps us get 
more out of life. It also helps 
us accept others as they are 
too.

Ms Holbrook
Safeguarding and Pastoral Manager

Self Care September Some Helpful Websites 
Supporting Parents  
Helpfinder (Young Minds)

A mixture of concern  
about Covid, along with a 
possible financial impact,  
can make for a stressful  
household. By answering six 
questions, parents can find 
out how to support their 
child’s mental health. 

Find the help finder here: 
https://youngminds.org.uk/
supporting-parents-helpfind-
er/

When Emotions Explode
(Young Minds)

Young Minds have also created 
a useful poster highlighting  
ways to give support to  
children when they have angry  
feelings and may help families 
start a conversation and talk 
about each other’s feelings.

Download the poster here:
https://youngminds.org.uk/
media/4291/ 
when-emotions-ex-
plode-poster.pdf

Ms Holbrook
Safeguarding and Pastoral Manager
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If you have some information that you feel 
should be reported, e.g. bullying, or you are 
feeling low, worrying about something or if 
you have any safeguarding concerns you can:

‘Tell a Teacher’ or email: reportit@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

Mr Evans
Deputy Head Teacher

Ms Holbrook
Safeguarding & Pastoral Manager

Mr Challis
Head of  Yr 8

Ms Sheridan
Head of  Yr 7

Mr Creighton
Head of  Yr 11

Mr Eldridge
Head of  Yr 9

Ms Myles
Head of  Yr 10

mailto:reportit%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=


 

Structure!
A first writing tip this year is about structure - how a piece of writing 
is put together. Every piece of writing needs some structure. It’s really 
difficult as a reader to understand the sense of a piece of writing if all 
of the ideas are mixed up together. Organising writing into paragraphs 
makes it easier for everyone - and can help with planning too. 

Mr Dennis
 Literacy Coordinator and Teacher of English

Three Top tips for using paragraphs effectively

Right 2 Read

And our Right2Read submission 
this week, about a book that made 
an impression, is from Mr Palmer:

“Down and out in Paris 
and London” 
by George Orwell

 The first book I ever read for pleasure was 
“Down and out in Paris and London” by 
George Orwell. 

The autobiographical nature of the book, 
and the sincerity of the subject really 
moved me, that the poorest people in 
society really do struggle to survive, 
but also really value life.

Oxford University’s Oxplore Book Club
 - check out www.oxplore.org/book-club for some excellent reads,  
    online activities, quizzes and even chances to drop into live meetings.

1. TopTiPS! Start a new paragraph whenever you change TOPic, 
TIme, Place or Speaker. 

2. When writing non-fiction, begin your paragraph with a 
sentence outlining your big idea - a topic sentence. 

3. End each paragraph (except the last one in your writing, 
obviously) with a link to your next point - it ties the your 
writing together.
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Do you want to leave a legacy and help support older people in your community? If so, why not leave a gift in your will to Age UK Bexley.
Here at Age UK Bexley, we truly appreciate gifts that are given to us, and ensure your legacy helps to support older adults in the borough and make their lives better.Whatever amount you can leave as a gift will make a difference. It is easy to do so, the next time you amend your will, or make a new will, you can speak to your solicitor about adding a gift and giving something back to the community. You can also leave a piece of  art, or items such as jewellery. 

Thank you from all of  us at Age UK Bexley. 
For more information contact us on: 020 8300 0883

Leave a Legacy with 
Age UK Bexley

a welcome place everyone

Bexleyheath
Town Centre for all

Tell us what  
you think

Monday 13 
- Sunday 26 
September

We are looking 
to find ways 
to enhance 
Bexleyheath 
Town Centre to create a welcoming, safe place for all. 
We hope to find ways to encourage cultural activity and boost visitor confidence, generating a thriving mix of high street activity at all times of day and night. 
Please get involved in our survey and let us hear about your views and experiences so we can make Bexleyheath a better place for everyone. 
Anyone who completes the survey has a chance  
to win a £50 Bexleyheath Shopping Voucher

www.bexley.gov.uk/consultations



Parent Transition Planner 
 The Planner was developed with support from the London   Borough of  Bexley 
 It is only available on-line via the Bexley Voice Website:      https://www.bexleyvoice.org.uk/bexley-voice-parent-transition-planner   It is in an easy-to-follow format and covers the following: • Introduction to Transition/Preparing for Adulthood 

• The Law, Bexley Policies and Procedures 
• Preparing for Adulthood in Bexley:  

What Happens in Bexley 
The Bexley Process for Transition 
Year 9 Transition Review 
Roles in Transition Meetings 

• Help and Support—for parents and young people  • Preparation 
• Useful Checklists 
• Sources of  further information and resources     

https://www.bexleyvoice.org.uk/bexley-voice-parent-transition-planner 
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The Metropolitan Police Volunteer Police Cadets (VPC) is open to young people aged 10 to 18 years
(Seniors 13 - 18, Juniors 10 - 13). Cadets are drawn from all parts of society and backgrounds, and we run 
an initial induction course for you to experience cadets to see if it suits you, and for us to find out if you will 
make a good cadet. There are over 4000 Volunteer Cadets in the MPS and over 300 Cadet Staff. The 
Staff, who mostly supervise the Cadets in addition to their normal role, comprise police officers, police staff,
special constables and volunteers. 

All 32 London boroughs have a Volunteer Police Cadet unit.

Most Cadet Units meet once a week on a chosen evening in their local boroughs. Meetings usually include 
inspection and drill, some sort of physical activity and input on a police related topic as part of an ongoing 
training programme. Cadet Units involve themselves in other activities at weekends and in school holidays 
and this may include going away on camps and training weekends. Various Cadet competitions are held 
throughout the year, which test the skills developed within the VPC Units. We also run and encourage all 
cadets to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. All Cadets are expected to volunteer for at 
least 4 hours per month for ‘working type’ events such as crime prevention stalls, leaflet drops or assisting 
with non-confrontational policing.
In Bexley Borough we currently have 1 Senior and 1 Junior Cadet unit.

Senior Unit meets at Bexleyheath Academy Thursdays 1900hrs-2130hrs 

Junior Unit meets at Bexleyheath Academy Thursdays 1730hrs-1900hrs (term time only)

To be eligible to join Bexley Cadets you should live, work or be in education or some form of link to the 
borough.

The purpose of our Volunteer Police Cadets Unit is to:

• Develop young people, so that they may become good citizens.
• Work towards the MPS youth strategy on youth diversion from crime.
• Help with non-confrontational policing.
• Promote crime prevention.
• Assist with community and charitable events.

Activities that the cadets get involved with are things such as:

• Local non-confrontational policing and community events - e.g. carnivals, fetes, crime prevention 
initiatives, charitable activities 

• Pan-London policing activity e.g. London Marathon, Trooping the Colour, Notting Hill Carnival.
• Joint Emergency Services Training Exercises.
• Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and our own camps and expeditions.
• Sports and competitive events.
• Learning police-related skills, e.g. law, police procedure and first aid

All events that the cadets take part in are risk-assessed as suitable for their participation by the Cadet Unit 
staff and parental permission forms are always required for each separate activity or event. Intakes are 
twice annually  - April and September. 

Membership fees: Both units’ subscription costs are £5 a month. Lack of money should not prevent you 
from joining us, so if this is an issue please speak to us.

To register an interest in joining Police Cadets in Bexley please e-mail 
Bexley.cadets@met.police.uk



7 Top Tips to Support Reading at Home
Shared reading is a great way to develop children’s language and communication and 
to boost their reading skills. Regular reading routines can offer lots of opportunities for 
learning during school closures.

Talk about the joy of reading whenever you can. Your child is on an amazing 
journey to becoming a reader.  Put them in the driving seat and have fun 
on the way! For example, ‘choose your favourite story for bedtime tonight.’

Maintain the 
motivation to read7

When you’ve finished reading, talk about what happened. Acting out the 
things that happened in the story or describing the big idea of a chapter 
is really fun and maximises learning. For example, ‘can you remember all 
the things that happened on the bear hunt?’

Ask your child to 
summarise what 
they have read

4

Make books a part of the family. Encourage your child to share them with 
a relative or friend, over a video call. Laugh about them when you are 
making meals together. For example, ‘I hope the tiger doesn’t come to 
tea today!’

Read and discuss 
reading with friends 
or family

6

If it is a book, look at the front cover—or the last chapter—and talk about 
what might happen next. Look for clues in the book and be a reading 
detective! For example, ‘can you see the bear on the front cover? Where 
do you think he will go?’

Ask your child to 
make predictions 
about what they 
have read

3

Write, or draw pictures, from anything you’ve read! Big writing and 
pictures are even more fun. For example, use an old roll of wallpaper to 
make a treasure map with clues from the stories you’ve read together.

Ask your child to 
write about what 
they have read

5

All reading matters. Shared reading is about ‘reading with’, not just 
‘reading to’ (even for older children). So, ask lots of ‘Wh’ questions, such 
as Who? What? When? Where? Why? Try them when talking about 
books: for example, ‘what do you think Harry is feeling?’

Ask your child lots 
of questions2

Don’t worry too much about the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of reading each day. 
Books are great —but leaflets, comics, recipes and instructions on a 
webpage can all be great too. Following a recipe to make some cupcakes 
is valuable reading. Be on the lookout for reading, wherever it is!

Concentrate on 
reading quality 
(it isn’t all about 
reading lots!)

1

Education Endowment Foundation (2018) 
Preparing for Literacy: Improving Communication, Language and Literacy in the Early Years. Education Endowment Foundation: London. 
Available online: eef.li/literacy-early-years
Education Endowment Foundation (2019).
Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools. Education Endowment Foundation: London.  
Available online: eef.li/literacy-ks3-ks4
Breadmore, H.L., Vardy, E.J., Cunningham, A.J., Kwok, R.K.W., & Carroll, J.M. (2019). 
Literacy Development: Evidence Review. Education Endowment Foundation: London.  
Available online: educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Literacy_Development_Evidence_Review.pdf 
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If life’s hard right now, 
we’re here to listen so you 
don’t have to face it alone.

 liamE
 gro.snatiramas@ojgro.snatiramas /  yelxeb

Maybe you can’t quite put your finger on it, but you’re not feeling 
okay. You might be feeling tired more often, be feeling emotional, and 
you might not want to do the things that you usually enjoy right now.
Struggling to cope with everyday life doesn’t look or feel the same 
in everyone. We can’t generalise about how it’ll make you feel or act.

Samaritans are here to listen. You can call us on 116 123, email us at 
jo@samaritans.org or write us a letter.

You don’t have to feel suicidal to get in touch. Only 1 person in 5 who 
calls Samaritans says that they feel suicidal.  
• Signs to look out for
• Lacking energy or feeling tired • Feeling exhausted all the time
• Experiencing ‘brain fog’, find it hard to think clearly
• Finding it hard to concentrate • Feeling restless and agitated

• Feeling tearful, wanting to cry all the time 
• Not wanting to talk to or be with people
• Not wanting to do things you usually enjoy 
• Using alcohol or drugs to cope with feelings
• Finding it hard to cope with everyday 
things and tasks
 
And if you do think these 
symptoms sound like you, or 
someone you know, please still 
get in touch on 116 123, at jo@
samaritans.org, or in another 
way that suits you.

Places to get help....

www.childline.org
Call us free on 0800 1111

www.headspace.com

Hundreds of articles for any 
mind, any mood, any goal.

The virus has brought monumental change to how  
we teach and care for children and young people.  
The virus presents a particular challenge for a lot of younger 
children as they adapt to new social distancing measures and forms 
of learning.

To support different forms of learning, Jim Gamble’s team at 
Inqeue have prepared a short animation, a story book and an 
activity to support teachers and parents tackle misinformation and 
help children understand Coronavirus

https://ineqe.com/2020/03/20/animation-story-
book-explains-the-coronavirus-to-children/

www.mind.org

What we do: 
We provide advice and support to empower anyone experiencing a 
mental health problem. We campaign to improve services, 
raise awareness and promote understanding.

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-
support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/?utm_
source=Workplace+Updates&utm_
campaign=387d089585-EMAIL_
CAMPAIGN_2019_06_24_03_49_COPY_01&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_ef4a7868f3-
387d089585-74819051 

www.ineqe.com
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Food Banks

  

 

 

Dar%ord food bank 

46 Lowfield Street 
Dar0ord 
Kent 
DA1 1HJ 
01322 225850 

Tuesday morning and Thursday aDernoon 
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After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
This part of Mark’s Gospel is a collection of sayings about following the Lord, and in this Gospel we are presented with a rich insight into 
two distinct areas of discipleship. The first little story tells us that we must accept good wherever we can find it, not only in our own group 
and where we expect it to be. It is the same lesson that is presented in this Sunday’s first reading. The Spirit of God is at work not only 
in Catholics, not only in Christians, not only even in explicit believers. As the Second Vatican Council taught so strongly, the Holy Spirit is 
at work too in those who are seeking the Kingdom under signs and symbols. They can even be better people and better Christians than 
we who sometimes rely too comfortably on our membership of Christ’s Church! Secondly, the gospel provides some striking and urgent 
sayings about ‘obstacles’, literally trip-stones which makes people fall over. These vivid and dire warnings are about leading other believers 
into evil and about the trip-stones in ourselves, the disordered desires, that lead us into evil. Jesus’ sayings here must be taken with the 
utmost seriousness – but not literally (Jesus is speaking graphically to make us listen, and is not advocating self-mutilation!).
What are the qualities of the Kingdom that we need to become models of Christ for other peoples?
 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect

Taken from the Gospel for 26th September 2021 (Mark 9:38-43. 45. 47-48): Helps and Hindrances
John said to Jesus, “Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils in your name; and because he was not one 
of us we tried to stop him.” But Jesus said, “You must not stop him: no one who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak 
evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for us. If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to Christ, 
then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward. But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down one of these little 
ones who have faith, would be better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round his neck. And if your hand should cause 
you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life crippled, than to have two hands and go to hell, into the fire that cannot 
be put out. And if your foot should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life lame, than to have two feet and 
be thrown into hell. And if your eye should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell where their worm does not die nor their fire go out.”

2 Read

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for 
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay 
attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 26th September 2021

First Reading: Openness to the Spirit

Numbers 11:25-29
The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, but 
took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy 
elders. When the spirit came on them they prophesied, but not 
again. Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was called 
Eldad and the other Medad. The spirit came down on them; 
though they had not gone to the Tent, their names were enrolled 
among the rest. These began to prophesy in the camp. The young 
man ran to tell this to Moses, “Look,” he said, “Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.” Then said Joshua the son of Nun, 
who had served Moses from his youth, “My Lord Moses, stop 
them!” Moses answered him, “Are you jealous on my account? 
If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets, and the Lord 
gave his Spirit to them all!”

This is a curious little scene, and the corresponding scene in the 
gospel is no less curious. It is part of the story of Israel’s wanderings 
in the desert. Moses’ father-in-law wisely suggests that Moses should 
appoint assistants to deal with all the complaints, quarrels and 
lawsuits among the people. So some of the divine spirit of judgment 
which was on Moses now descends upon these seventy elders. 
However, there seems to have been some sort of irregularity in the 
appointment of Eldad and Medad, which leads to objections even 
from Joshua, Moses’ faithful servant and successor. Nevertheless, 
the message finally given is that the Spirit of God is to be welcomed 
wherever it may be found. This story is a valuable reminder that the 
Spirit of God is greater than human regulations and limitations, and 
that the Spirit crosses human boundaries. The wisdom of God may 
be found outside the Church; genuine holiness may there too. We 
must respect the freedom of God to give what he wills where he 
wills it, and we must always be open to learn from those who do not 
belong to our own tradition.

Where are true holiness and wisdom found?
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Second Reading: The Dangers of Wealth

This final reading from the Letter of James is a denunciation of the 
selfishness of the rich; it is in the style of the Old Testament prophets 
and contains a wealth of daunting imagery. This strength of expression 
is somewhat surprising in the early decades of Christianity, for it 
seems that wealth was not one of the temptations which seduced 
the early Christians. There do seem to have been rich Christians in 
the community at Corinth, but on the whole the Christians seem to 
have belonged to the lower classes and slaves. James, the presumed 
author of the letter, was the leader of the Jerusalem community. The 
Church at Jerusalem seems to have been in chronic financial difficulty: 
Paul was asked to help it out, and took a collection from the gentile 
Churches to Jerusalem. In the early second century the pagan Celsus 
denounces Christians as ignorant and ill-educated, but he does not 
denounce them for their wealth. However, these warnings from the 
author of our letter are still relevant today. It is still tempting to ease 
cash-flow by postponing payment of bills! The power and immunity 
given by wealth can still have a corrosive influence which blinds the 
wealthy to the needs and susceptibilities of others.

Is wealth necessarily a distraction from our true goals as 
followers of Christ?

James 5:1-6
An answer for the rich. Start crying; weep for the miseries that 
are coming to you. Your wealth is all rotting; your clothes are all 
eaten up by moths. All your gold and your silver are corroding 
away, and the same corrosion will be your own sentence, and 
eat into your body. It was a burning fire that you stored up as 
your treasure for the last days. Labourers mowed your fields, 
and you cheated them - listen to the wages that you kept back, 
calling out; realise that the cries of the reapers have reached the 
ears of the Lord of hosts. On earth you have had a life of comfort 
and luxury; in the time of slaughter you went on eating to your 
heart’s content. It was you who condemned the innocent and 
killed them; they offered you no resistance.

Wealth can blind the
wealthy to the needs and 
susceptibilities of others.


