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Fred’s Prayer
for the Week

We also had our Yr 11
information
evening
(see page 2) where we
were able to support
students and families with
strategies to support success
at GCSE and positive post-16
transition.
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(as at 09 Oct)

FISHER

This week we have had
two virtual meetings for
families using Microsoft
Teams. We had our virtual
information evening for
Yr 7 with a majority
of families watching live and
the video available for others
later. We are all getting better
at the use of this software
which is our main channel
for setting home learning.
Please make sure that you
know how your son is able to
access Microsoft Teams.

This issue sees a lot of
information from Bexley
within its pages. For families
of children and young people
with Special
Education
Needs, our SENCo Mrs
Kallend introduces the Bexley
Information and Advice Service
on page 4. In conjunction
with the work being done in
school on Black Lives Matter
as reported by Miss Johnson
last week, Bexley are running
a competition calling for
entries on ‘What Black Lives
Matter means to you’. See page 6
for details.

Finally, and more happily,
although we are unable to
do our usual Open Day and
Open Mornings, we are still
(virtually) throwing wide
our doors to the outside
world and welcoming them
in via our Virtual Tour on
the Website https://tinyurl.
com/yalbz2hp As part of
the process, we are enjoying
having our new Yr 7 students
who were looking round this
time last year. On page 2 we
celebrate boys from two of
our Feeder Primary schools,
more next week!
Stay Safe

House Points
Overall Totals

CAMPION

Humour is a great antidote
to the challenges we face
during a global pandemic.
Within our community it’s
wonderful to see so much
happiness and joy as we cope
with our current version of
normal.

Social distancing within
schools, and for that matter,
on buses, is a bizarre concept.
As you know we are doing
our very best to keep all
members of our community
safe.

when boys are together in
groups, sometimes they make
unwise decisions that counter
all they have been taught at
home and in school.
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(I feel a running theme is being
started here - Ed.)

Other information about
post-16
events
and
virtual open days can be
found on page 5 in this issue.
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Two robbers were caught
stealing a calendar…
They got 6 months each!

God bless, Fred (Chaplain)

BECKET

Message
from the
Head Teacher

We pray for those with eyes that are open to the hurt of their
neighbour and the pain in the world; for those who see hungry faces
and lives wrecked by war and deprivation;
for those who are moved to help and to care, for those who wring
their hands and feel that there is nothing they can do.
May the love of Jesus give them new hope and determination to care.
Amen

Road Safety is not an exciting
topic in Secondary schools,
but as it gets darker, please
remind your children about
how to stay safe. Knowing
how to stay safe includes
how to cross roads and the
importance of going straight
home. We do cover this
frequently in school but
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Hold the Front Page!
On Thursday evening over 100 parents attended the virtual
Year 11 Information Evening. Mr McGonnell and Mr Evans
updated parents on the year so far, how punctuality will
impact on the end grade and the importance of independent
work going forward.
If you were unable to attend please email the school office for a
link to the Stream of the event.
Mr McGonnell and Mr Evans presenting the evening
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Whatever the Weather!

Parking Problems

Going Straight Home

During normal times, students
are encouraged to be outside
at breaks and lunch unless the
rain is torrential. That remains
the case with the pressures of
Covid 19, and with students
spending many hours in the
same seat it becomes vitally
important that students are
able to get outside for fresh air.

The school has received
numerous complaints from
local residents regarding
parking by parents. We have
asked parents to get their
students to park and stride
utilising roads further away
from the school - please help
build good relations with
our neighbours by adhering
to this. We are encouraging
neighbours to report bad
parking to the authorities.

Unfortunately, we are having
issues with some students
not going straight home
from school, hanging around
Bexleyheath and getting
on buses much later in the
evening. This is putting
all our Covid reduction
strategies at risk. We would
ask all parents to be aware
of their son’s movements on
the way to and from school.
That way, you can ensure he
makes his way directly home,
before the buses get too busy.

To that end please ensure
your son is wearing an
appropriate waterproof coat.
You may choose to send him
in with a fold-up umbrella too.

There are a number of apps
available that can help with
this. The Police Safer Schools
team are already identifying
students who are loitering at
the Broadway before and after
school; we may ask parents
of students who are not able
to travel directly to and from
school to make alternative
arrangements for their travel.
Mr Evans
Deputy Head Teacher

Would students please return their library books from
March please. There are nearly 200 books outstanding!
SIMS Parent App
At St Columba’s we are so fortunate to have most of our
parents engaging with their son’s school successes via the
SIMS Parent App. Already, many Yr 7 parents have downloaded
and registered on the app just a few weeks into a new academic
year at a new school!
SIMS Parent app allows you to keep track of your son’s
timetable, homework, term dates, school reports, attendance
history, punctuality and any achievement or behaviour points
he may receive – all as it occurs!
If you are not yet registered for the SIMS Parent App, look out
for the invitation in your inbox and follow the instructions
to ensure you are kept up to date with your son’s school life.
If you can’t find the invitation email, please contact the office
who can send out a new one.
If you have already registered, please make sure you stay
signed- in to SIMS Parent App using the same account details
you originally chose to register with (e.g. Gmail. Hotmail,
Twitter, etc). We know that receiving a notification to your device
saying your son has earned an achievement point for excellent
conduct, homework or attitude to learning can make any
parent’s day!
Mrs Turner
Assistant Head Teacher
(Did you know there is an equivalent app for students that all boys have been
invited to register for too – the SIMS STUDENT App)
01322 553236
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Bexley Information and Advice Service (IASS)

They ensure that information on their rights in law on SEN or
disability, SEN support in schools, the Education and Healthcare
Plan statutory process, resolving disagreements and complaints
is available in a free, impartial and confidential service. On
the information panels below and opposite, you can find out
how to access this service but if you require any more
information, you can go to IASS directly or contact me in school.
Mrs Kallend
Assistant Head Teacher and SENCo
I am not happy with
my parents choice of
post 16 education

I don’t understand when
people are talking about
my mental capacity

I want to apply for
an EHC Plan

IASS

BEXLEY

The Bexley Information and Advice Service (IASS) is an
independent service to families, children and young people
with Special Education Needs or Disability.

Information Advice

Support Service
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Bexley 6th Form Schools
Open Days 2020 / 21
TH

Bexley
FORM
SCHOOLS
OPEN
DAYS
2020/21
Bexley
6TH6FORM
SCHOOLS
OPEN
DAYS
2020/21
Christ
the KingNAME
– St Mary’s
6th FORM

ChislehurstADDRESS
Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 6BP

020
8309 4760NO. &
CONTACT
www.ctksfc.ac.uk/stmarys.php

tba
OPEN

WEBSITE

DAYS

TIME

tba
020 8304 8311
Townley Grammar School for Girls
Townley Road, Bexleyheath, Kent. DA6 7AB
www.townleygrammar.org.uk External
18/11/20
(Tickets
fromtbc
website). 5.30-8pm.
Hartford Road, Bexley, Kent, DA5 1NE
01322 556538
Internal 11/11/20 tbc
Beths Grammar School
5.30-7pm.
www.beths.bexley.sch.uk
Both are virtual

020 8304 8538
www.bexleygs.co.uk

17/11/20 tbc

Blackfen Road, Sidcup Kent. DA15 9NU

020 8303 1887
www.blackfenschoolforgirls.co.uk

tba
All students must be
accompanied by
Parent/Carer

Chislehurst & Sidcup Grammar
School

Hurst Road, Sidcup, Kent. DA15 9AG

020 8302 6511
www.csgrammar.com

Virtual (recorded) events

Cleeve Park School

Bexley Lane, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4JN

020 8302 6418
www.cleevepark-tkat.org

tba

5 – 7pm

Haberdasher’s Aske’s Crayford
Academy

Iron Mill Lane, Crayford. DA1 4RS

www.Haaf.org.uk
01322 402180

17/11/20 tbc

4-7pm

Harris Academy Falconwood

The Green, Kent DA16 2PE

0208 304 4916
www.harrisfalconwood.org.uk

tba

Harris Academy Garrard (prev. BBA)

Yarnton Way, Erith, Kent. DA18 4DW

020 8320 4800
www.harrisgarrard.org.uk/

tba

Bexleyheath Academy

Woolwich Road, Bexleyheath, DA6 7DA

020 8303 5696
www.bexleyheathacademy.org

King Henry School (Erith School)
Partnership 6th:

Avenue Road Erith, Kent DA8 3BN

www.erith.kent.sch.uk
01322 348231

tba

Trinity School

Erith Road, Belvedere Kent DA17 6HT

tba

Welling School

Elsa Road, Welling, Kent DA16 1LB

www.trinity.bexley.sch.uk
01322 441371
www.wellingschool-tkat.org
020 8304 8531

Christ the King – St Mary’s

Chislehurst Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 6BP

020 8309 4760
www.ctksfc.ac.uk/stmarys.php

tba

Bexley Grammar School

Danson Lane, Welling, Kent, DA16 2BL

Blackfen School for Girls

tba

Internal:
External:
Hurstmere:

tba

tba

Bexley 6TH FORM SCHOOLS OPEN DAYS 2020/21

This information
was correct
the of
time
of printing.
Please
the institutions
concerned
to confirm
details
tba to confirm
020
8304contact
8311
This information
was correct
at theattime
printing.
Please
contact
the institutions
concerned
details
as as
Townley Road,Prospects
Bexleyheath,
Kent. DA6
7ABtake responsibility for mistakes of date changes
Services
cannot
www.townleygrammar.org.uk
Prospects Services
cannot
take responsibility
for mistakes of date changes
(Tickets from website).

Townley Grammar School for Girls

Bexley 6TH FORM SCHOOLS OPEN DAYS 2020/21
6th FORM NAME

Local College
Open Days
2020 / 21

ADDRESS

College

CONTACT NO. &
OPEN DAYS
WEBSITE
Phone/Website
Open days/evenings

London South East Colleges
www.lsec.ac.uk
External 18/11/20 tbc
@LSEColleges
Hartford Road, Bexley, Kent,
DA5 1NE
01322 556538 Walnut Tree Campus: check website for all
Internal 11/11/20 tbc
Beths Grammar School
Bexley Campus: 2 Walnut Tree Road
www.beths.bexley.sch.uk
Both are virtual
Erith DA8 1RA
General Enquiries
Holly Hill Campus: tba
Tel: 0300 303 2554
Holly Hill Campus (construction and
built environment) Upper Holly Hill Rd,
Email: studenthub@lsec.ac.uk
Borough websites gives links to 6th forms and
020 8304 8538
Belvedere, DA17 6HJ
Bexley
Grammar School
Danson Lane, Welling, Kent, DA16 2BL
17/11/20 tbc
colleges in their area and often have
a Post
www.bexleygs.co.uk
Course Enquiries
Bromley Campus: tba
16 directory
Bromley Campus
Tel: 0300 303 2554
Bexley: Bexley.gov.uk
Rookery Lane, Bromley, Kent, BR2 8HE
Email: studenthub@lsec.ac.uk
tba
Greenwich:royalgreenwich.gov.uk
All tba
students must be
Blackfen Road, Sidcup Kent. DA15 9NU
020 8303 1887 Orpington Campus:
Blackfen School for Girls
accompanied by
www.blackfenschoolforgirls.co.uk
Orpington Campus
Useful websites for researching
Parent/Carer
The Walnuts, High Street, Orpington,
your options
BR6 OTE
▪
www.ucasprogess.com
Online
Chislehurst
&
Sidcup
Grammar
Hurst
Road,
Sidcup,
Kent.
DA15
9AG
020
8302
6511
Greenwich Campus:
tba (recorded) events
course search
Virtual
School
www.csgrammar.com
Greenwich Campus
@ucasprogress
• www.apprenticeships.gov.uk
95 Plumstead Road, London, SE18 7DQ
Cleeve Park School
Bexley Lane, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4JN
020 8302 6418
National Apprenticeship service
tba
www.cleevepark-tkat.org
Hadlow College
Tel: 01732 850551
Hadlow Campus: check website
@apprenticeships
▪
Hadlow Campus, Tonbridge TH11 0AL
www.hadlow.ac.uk @hadlow_college Mottingham Campus: tba
https://
Haberdasher’s Aske’s Crayford
www.Haaf.org.uk
nationalcareersservice.direct.go
Mottingham Campus,
Lane, DA1 4RS
Royal Borough of 17/11/20
Greenwich
IronMottingham
Mill Lane, Crayford.
tbc Equestrian
Academy
01322 402180
v.uk The Job Profile section
is
SE12 9AW
Skills and Riding Centre: tba
useful
Equestrian Skills and Riding Centre,
@NationalCareers
Shooters Hill Road,The
DA16
3RPKent DA16 2PE
Harris Academy Falconwood
Green,
0208 304 4916
tba
▪
▪

▪

www.fasttomato.com
Matches skills/interests to careers
Lewisham & Southwark College
Tel: 0203 757 3000
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
Lewisham Way, Lewisham, SE4 1UT
www.lscollege.ac.uk
Alternatives to university Harris Academy Garrard (prev. BBA) Yarnton Way, Erith, Kent. DA18 4DW
See website for full list of campuses
@ls_college
@Notgoingtouni
www.icould.com career videos

TIME

5.30-8pm.
5.30-7pm.

tba

Internal:
External:
Hurstmere:

5 – 7pm
4-7pm

www.harrisfalconwood.org.uk
Lewisham Campus: check website for all
Southwark Campus:
020 8320 4800 Deptford Campus:tba
www.harrisgarrard.org.uk/

London College Woolwich
of Performing
Arts
Tel: DA6
020 7DA
8312 1659 020 8303 5696 Check their website tba
for latest information
Bexleyheath Academy
Road, Bexleyheath,
www.bexleyheathacademy.org
The Link, Bazalgette Way, SE2 9BS
londoncollegeofperformingarts.com
(There is a short video)
This
information
was
correct
at
the
time
of
printing.
Please
contact
the
institutions
concerned
to
confirm
details
as
Please check websites for details of
Prospects Services cannot take responsibility for mistakes of date changes
provision:
•
Skills for Growth:
North Kent
Tel: 0800 0741447
Dartford Campus: 20/10/2020
www.erith.kent.sch.uk
tba
www.skillsforgrowth.org.uk
King Henry School (Erith
School)
AvenueKent,
RoadDA1
Erith,2JT
Kent DA8
3BN
Oakfield
Lane, Dartford,
www.northkent.ac.uk
01322 348231 Both are Zoom meetings- must be booked.
@skillsforgrowth
Partnership 6th:
Lower Higham Rd, Gravesend, DA12 2JJ @NWKCollege
Gravesend Campus: 22/10/2020
Other Local Provision

•

•
•

Middleton Murray:
www.middletonmurray.com
Trinity School
@MiddletonMurray
Reynolds Training Academy:
Welling School
www.reynoldsgroup.co.uk
Learning and Enterprise College
Bexley
www.lecb.ac.uk

Virtual Campus tour
tbafrom 23/10-31/12/20.
www.trinity.bexley.sch.uk
Erith Road, Belvedere Kent DA17 6HT
Shooters Hill
Tel: 0208 319 9700 01322 441371 11/11/20
tba
www.wellingschool-tkat.org
Red Lion Lane, London,
SE18Welling,
4LD Kent DA16
www.shootershill.ac.uk
Elsa Road,
1LB
28/01/2021 See website for more details
020 8304 8531 10/03/21
@SHC_POST_16
17/6/21

This information was correct at the time of printing. Please contact the institutions concerned to confirm details as
Prospects Services cannot take responsibility for mistakes of date changes

This information was correct at the time of printing. Please contact the institutions concerned to confirm details as
Prospects Services cannot take responsibility for mistakes of date changes
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Tell us what Black
History Month means
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Send your entries to
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31 October 2020
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Bexley Eco-Festival
The annual Free Bexley Eco-Festival, organised by London Borough
of Bexley, London South East Colleges, and Cory Riverside
Energy, is going virtual on Saturday 17 October this year.
This free event will give residents tips and resources for living
more sustainable lives, reducing their environmental impacts,
and getting more involved in their local community.
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Test and Trace

23 September 2020
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7 Top Tips to Support Reading at Home
Shared reading is a great way to develop children’s language and communication and
to boost their reading skills. Regular reading routines can offer lots of opportunities for
learning during school closures.
on
1 Concentrate
reading quality

(it isn’t all about
reading lots!)

your child lots
2 Ask
of questions

your child to
3 Ask
make predictions
about what they
have read

your child to
4 Ask
summarise what
they have read

your child to
5 Ask
write about what
they have read

and discuss
6 Read
reading with friends
or family

the
7 Maintain
motivation to read

Don’t worry too much about the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of reading each day.
Books are great—but leaflets, comics, recipes and instructions on a
webpage can all be great too. Following a recipe to make some cupcakes
is valuable reading. Be on the lookout for reading, wherever it is!

All reading matters. Shared reading is about ‘reading with’, not just
‘reading to’ (even for older children). So, ask lots of ‘Wh’ questions, such
as Who? What? When? Where? Why? Try them when talking about
books: for example, ‘what do you think Harry is feeling?’

If it is a book, look at the front cover—or the last chapter—and talk about
what might happen next. Look for clues in the book and be a reading
detective! For example, ‘can you see the bear on the front cover? Where
do you think he will go?’

When you’ve finished reading, talk about what happened. Acting out the
things that happened in the story or describing the big idea of a chapter
is really fun and maximises learning. For example, ‘can you remember all
the things that happened on the bear hunt?’

Write, or draw pictures, from anything you’ve read! Big writing and
pictures are even more fun. For example, use an old roll of wallpaper to
make a treasure map with clues from the stories you’ve read together.

Make books a part of the family. Encourage your child to share them with
a relative or friend, over a video call. Laugh about them when you are
making meals together. For example, ‘I hope the tiger doesn’t come to
tea today!’

Talk about the joy of reading whenever you can. Your child is on an amazing
journey to becoming a reader. Put them in the driving seat and have fun
on the way! For example, ‘choose your favourite story for bedtime tonight.’

Education Endowment Foundation (2018)
Preparing for Literacy: Improving Communication, Language and Literacy in the Early Years. Education Endowment Foundation: London.
Available online: eef.li/literacy-early-years
Education Endowment Foundation (2019).
Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools. Education Endowment Foundation: London.
Available online: eef.li/literacy-ks3-ks4
Breadmore, H.L., Vardy, E.J., Cunningham, A.J., Kwok, R.K.W., & Carroll, J.M. (2019).
Literacy Development: Evidence Review. Education Endowment Foundation: London.
Available online: educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Literacy_Development_Evidence_Review.pdf

01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

@stcolumbascbs

10

Places to get help....

www.samritains.org
Day or
night
We’re her
e
when life’s
difficult

Maybe you can't quite put your ﬁnger
be feeling Qred more oDen, be feeling emoQonal, and you migh
enjoy
right now.
Struggling to cope with everyday life doesn’t look or feel
Chris O’Do
novan Photo
graphy/Sam

aritans

Maybe you can’t quite put your finger on it, but you’re
not feeling okay. You might be feeling tired more often,
be feeling emotional, and you might not want to do the
things that you usually enjoy right now.
the same in everyone. We can’t generalise about how it’ll
make you feel or act.

Struggling to cope with everyday life doesn’t look or feel the sa
Samaritans are here to listen. You can call us on 116 123,
116 123
how
make you
feel
email us it'll
at jo@samaritans.org
or write
us a or
letter.act.
If life’s hard
right now,
we’re here
to listen so
you
don’t have
to face it al
one.

samaritan
s.org/bexl
ey
charity

A registered

You don’t have to feel suicidal to get in touch. Only 1
person in 5 who calls Samaritans says that they feel
suicidal.
•
Signs to look out for
•
Lacking energy or feeling tired
•
Feeling exhausted all the time
•
Experiencing ‘brain fog’, find it hard to think clearly
•
Finding it hard to concentrate
•
Feeling restless and agitated

Call free da

y or night

on

Email

jo@samar
itans.org

•
Feeling tearful, wanting to cry all the time
Samaritans are here to listen. You
can
call
123, ema
•
Not wanting
to talkus
to or on
be with 116
people
•
Not wanting to do things you usually enjoy
leUer.
•
Using alcohol or drugs to cope with feelings
•

Finding it hard to cope with everyday things and tasks

if youin
do think
these symptoms
like you, or in
You don’t have to feel suicidal toAndget
touch.
Only sound
1 person
someone you know, please still get in touch on 116 123,
at jo@samaritans.org, or in another way that suits you.
suicidal.

01322 553236

•

Signs
to look out for
www.kooth.com

•

Lacking energy or feeling Qred

Free, safe and anonymous online support for young people
Monday – Friday12pm – 10pm
Saturday – Sunday6pm – 10pm

•

Feeling exhausted all the Qme

•

Experiencing 'brain fog', ﬁnd it hard to think clea

•

Finding it hard to concentrate

•

Feeling restless and agitated

•

Feeling tearful, wanQng to cry all the Qme

•

Not wanQng to talk to or be with people

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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www.childline.org

www.headspace.com

Call us free on 0800 1111

Hundreds of articles for any mind, any mood, any goal.

www.mind.org

www.ineqe.com

What we do: We provide advice and support to
empower anyone experiencing a mental health
problem. We campaign to improve services,
raise awareness and promote understanding.
https://www.mind.org.uk/informationsupport/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/?utm_
source=Workplace+Updates&utm_
campaign=387d089585-EMAIL_
CAMPAIGN_2019_06_24_03_49_COPY_01&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_ef4a7868f3387d089585-74819051

01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

The virus has brought monumental change to how
we teach and care for children and young people.
The virus presents a particular challenge for a lot of
younger children as they adapt to new social distancing
measures and forms of learning.
To support different forms of learning, Jim Gamble’s
team at Inqeue have prepared a short animation, a story
book and an activity to support teachers and parents
tackle misinformation and help children understand
Coronavirus.
https://ineqe.com/2020/03/20/animation-storybook-explains-the-coronavirus-to-children/

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Food Banks

Dar%ord food bank
46 Lowﬁeld Street
Dar0ord
Kent
DA1 1HJ
01322 225850
Tuesday morning and Thursday aDernoon

01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

@stcolumbascbs

13

Food Banks

Dar%ord food bank
46 Lowﬁeld Street
Dar0ord
Kent
DA1 1HJ
01322 225850
Tuesday morning and Thursday aDernoon

01322 553236
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Wednesday 7th October 2020 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

Encountering Christ

The Parish Version

Prayerfully preparing for the
Sunday Mass and praying in
particular for our school families

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 11th October 2020 - The Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1

Relax & Remember

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and
pay attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

2

Read

Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 11th October 2020 (Matthew 22:1-10): An Invitation to the Wedding Feast
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: ‘The kingdom of Heaven may be compared to a king who gave a feast for
his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call those who had been invited, but they would not come. Next he sent some more servants.
“Tell those who have been invited,” he said, “that I have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered,
everything is ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not interested: one went off to his farm, another to his business, and the rest
seized his servants, maltreated them and killed them. The king was furious. He despatched his troops, destroyed those murderers and
burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved to be unworthy, go to the
crossroads in the town and invite everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these servants went out onto the roads and collected
together everyone they could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall was filled with guests. When the king came in to look at the
guests he noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding garment, and said to him, “How did you get in here, my friend, without a
wedding garment?” And the man was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and throw him into the dark,
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are called but few are chosen.’

3

Reflect

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
A wedding is a time of joy and of completion after long preparation, a time of love and of complete satisfaction. In Judaism at the time of Jesus,
the coming of the Messiah is often compared to the joy of a wedding-feast. The marriage-feast at Cana must have been some party! At Mary’s
request Jesus produced 900 litres of wine. The Letter to the Ephesians teaches that the love in a human wedding is only a foretaste of Christ’s
love for his bride, the Church. In the story of the royal wedding in this Sunday’s Gospel, however, two things go drastically wrong. First, the original
wedding guests refuse to come. Not only do they refuse, but they brutally maltreat the innocent messengers, and the king (who must represent
God) ruthlessly burns down their city. Secondly, the man who has no wedding-garment is thrown out: a wedding-garment is a standard Jewish
image for works of generosity expected of every faithful Jew. For us Christians too, the story constitutes a double warning.
Are we alert and listening for God’s call? Do we rest secure in being called Christians and leave the challenging jobs to others?

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

4

Respond & Request

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general.
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org
01322 553236
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 11th October 2020

First Reading: The Lord’s Banquet
Isaiah 25:6-10
On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare for all
peoples a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines,
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. On this
mountain he will remove the mourning veil covering all
peoples, and the shroud enwrapping all nations; he will
destroy Death for ever. The Lord will wipe away the tears
from every cheek; he will take away his people’s shame
everywhere on earth, for the Lord has said so. That day,
it will be said: ‘See, this is our God in whom we hoped
for salvation; the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. We
exult and we rejoice that he has saved us; for the hand
of the Lord rests on this mountain.’

The reading begins with the image of the messianic banquet, the banquet
which the Lord is preparing for the end of time; Jesus takes up this image
in the gospel story of the wedding-feast. After the first lines the image
changes; the text now speaks of the removal of the mourning veil and
the destruction of death, when every tear will be wiped away. In the
earlier traditions of the Bible the dead were thought to lead a wretched
existence in ‘Sheol’, a life which is no life, a sort of half-existence without
power or substance, where the dead cannot even praise God. Gradually
Israel came to realise that God’s love is so enveloping and so enduring
that God cannot desert or abandon his faithful even in death; nor can
death cut off from God those who are faithfu. This text from Isaiah is one
of the crucial passages where the permanent, saving strength of God’s
love is expressed. Speaking to the Sadducees (who did not believe in the
resurrection) Jesus will say, ‘God is the God not of the dead but of the
living’. Paul will say, ‘Neither death nor life can separate us from the love
of God which is in Christ Jesus’.
What hope does this passage hold out for those who are faithful?
Who are the faithful?

Second Reading: Ready for Anything – with the Help of God
Philippians 4:12-14. 19-20
I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too.
I have been through my initiation and now I am ready
for anything anywhere: full stomach or empty stomach,
poverty or plenty. There is nothing I cannot master with
the help of the One who gives me strength. All the same,
it was good of you to share with me in my hardships. In
return my God will fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus,
as lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our Father,
forever and ever. Amen.

The limitless power
and majesty of God.

Paul has reached the final greetings of his letter to the Philippians. Even
when he is writing to this beloved community at Philippi, from whom alone
he would accept gifts, Paul is anxious to maintain his independence. In the
ancient world, as in the modern world, a favour demands a return-favour:
‘there is no such thing as a free dinner’! So Paul points out that he could
manage without the gift they have given him, since all his strength comes
from God. But he also wishes them the blessing of the fulfilment of all
their needs from the glory of God in Christ Jesus. This is an incomparable
blessing, whose awesome value is obscured by our careless use of the
term ‘glory’. The glory of God is a term frightening in its richness. No
human being can see God and live, but Moses did for a moment glimpse
God’s glory – after which his face was so seared that he had to wear a veil
over it. It is a glory which, by contrast, fills Isaiah with dread at his own
sinfulness, and which makes Ezekiel fall to the ground. It is the experience
of the limitless power and majesty of God.
Am I ready “for anything, anywhere”?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org

e: info@wednesdayword.org

The Wednesday Word Ltd: No 06608112. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee: No.1125628 © Copyright The Wednesday Word
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