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After lunch, the St Columba’s
minibus took our guests back
and the canteen was rapidly
returned to normal for the
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Not quite festive but….
We are probably the only
school in Bexley that allows
parents onto site to drop off
and
collect
children….

Mr N Fisher

House Points Overall Leaderboard
(as at 13 December 19)
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Yesterday the school was only
open to Yr 11 students and we
had 94% attend. I understand
that the enforced closure,
because we were selected
as a Polling Station, was
an unwelcome childcare
challenge for some families
but we had no choice. It
says a great deal about our
students that so many
attended and when we
had Christmas Lunch for
the entire year yesterday
(photos on page 4), I took a
moment to stand back and

Next week is our final week of
2019. On Wednesday we have
the first Drama Presentation
for some time, see the poster
on page 9 and Thursday
is the last day of term. Term
will end as is our custom
and practice with a whole
school Mass which means that
students will be released from
12 midday onwards.

MORE

We are still in the season of
Advent – a time of HOPE, a
time where we look forward
to something wonderful.
Sometimes it’s easy to slip into
negativity and worry but there
is so much to celebrate and to
look forward to in hope.

Tuesday saw our annual
Christmas Lunch for Senior
Citizens
in
our
local
community. (see page 2).
We were delighted to host
twenty-five people from
Geddes
Place
United
Reform Church and St Mary
of the Crays here in the
school canteen. Our guests
were treated to performances
from the Choir, the Brass
Ensemble and a solo clarinet
performance from William
in Form 11X. All the while
enjoying the buffet lunch
made on site by our wonderful
Catering Staff. The students
who had entertained the
lunch then stayed around, sat
and spoke to our guests and
many remarked how pleasant
the boys were and happy to
chat with them. It was lovely
to see the generations sitting
and laughing together over
lunch.

On Wednesday evening we
had our Carol Concert. I very
much appreciate the work
Fred as Chaplain puts into
organising this and the
fantastic work from Mr
Watson
organising
our
performers. There is a brief
report and some photos on
page 3.

So it is disappointing to hear
that a few parents have been
more than a little grumpy in
our car park and behaved in
ways I’d rather not let children
witness. Please let us extend
the season of “good will to all”
throughout the year.

384
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LOYOLA

We have the free Christmas
Lunch today for Yr 10 and the
other year groups follow on
next week.

lunchtime service for students.
As ever, lots of staff worked
together
to
make
this
event a success but Mrs
Carrano must be singled out
as she makes the whole thing
happen so smoothly and
successfully. Students did
really well too!

FISHER

just look at them as a group
of students. I was filled
with hope. We have some
brilliant young men at
St Columba’s – they will go on
to be a real force for good in
society. We are indeed blessed
– a good reason for Hope.

CAMPION

12 sleeps until
Christmas!

Fred’s Prayer
for the Week
Heavenly Father,
You bring us to the beginning of a new day,
help us to appreciate the beauty that you have made.
As we partake in the receiving of communion help
us now to grow in love of service for others, and that none
may love you less because of me.
Let me be a beacon of your love in all that I do and say. Amen.
God bless, Fred (Chaplain)

BECKET

Message
from the
Head Teacher

Week Ending
Friday 13 December 2019
Issue CCLXI
19 pages
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Christmas Lunch for our
Senior Citizens

Students speaking to our guests

The Choir giving their all

Som sharing a
laugh with our
guests

Sweet Competition
Whilst St Columba’s is a firm believer in healthy eating, which
is reflected in the menu offered by Café Columba, there are
times when the greater good will take priority.
To this end, we are holding a Sweet Competition in
Café Columba at break and lunch times. The Sweet Jar has been
filled with Spearmint Chews, Fruit Salads, Fruit Chews, Cherry
Menthol, Liquorice and Blackcurrant and Black Jacks up to the
brim. It has now been sealed shut!
Students and staff are invited to guess how many sweets are in
the jar for 50p a guess or three guesses for £1. The winner will
be the person who guesses the right number or is closest to it
and the prize will be awarded at the end of the End of Term
Mass on Thursday 19 December.
Mr Stone
Academy Executive Secretary

01322 553236
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Students have
until Wednesday
lunchtime to make
their guess on how
many sweets are
in the jar.
One guess for 50p,
three guesses for
£1.
All proceeds to the
Bexley Winter Shelter
see page 10

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Carol Concert
Boys from the Brass Ensemble, Choir and Yr 11 Band have
worked very hard this term to put on a successful musical
performance at the Christmas Carol service. Students performed
some of our favourite carols this year such as; While Shepherds
Watched; Jingle Bells; Silent Night and Hark the Herald Angels
Sing. This was the first time St Columba’s had an actual Brass
Band perform in the Christmas Carol service and it was a real
treat.

Our Choir boys blew the roof off with their jazzy swells
and soulful harmonies – it really was a colourful cocktail
of melodies. Their final performance really was the highlight
of the night; with a reggae remix of O Little Town of
Bethlehem. Well done to all the student performers
for putting on an awesome night.
Mr Watson
Head of Music

Mr Olowofoyeku giving a reading

The Choir singing Silent Night

Samuel, Luca and Ashleigh after the concert

01322 553236
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Caidrey giving a reading
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Yr 11 inner
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tm
Chris

Zach, Marcus and Oliver

Dylan and Ambrosini

Sunny and Kai

Stretching off into the distance....

Davide and Malachy

Antonio, Auryn and Bailey

Timi and Emmanuel

Raphael and Jake
01322 553236
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Olu and Gabiel
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Kevin as Head Boy leading thanks to the Catering Staff
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Yr 8 Sage at the Shard
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On Thursday 6 December,
all Yr 8 students who were
involved in the Yr 8 Peter
Jones Foundation, Tycoon
Enterprise, Dragons’ Den
Event in October, visited Sage
at the Shard. Sage started
forty years ago when three
men had a meeting beside
a sage plant in a pub in
Newcastle and it is now a
multinational
enterprise
software
company
that
processes up to $4 trillion
dollars a year!
When we arrived at the Shard,
the excitement on everyone’s
face was clear to see. We were
warmly welcomed by Sarah
a mentor from Sage who has
been giving advice to teams
and Laura who helped organise
the visit. We had to check in,
like we were at an airport.
We had to walk through a

metal detector and our bags
were put through an X-ray
machine.
Sage occupies floors 13 and
17 and everything in the
Shard is very modern. The lifts
don’t have buttons - you call
a lift using a touch screen on
a stand by entering the floor
number you are visiting. The
ascent in the lift was a very
interesting one! As we went
up, it felt like we were flying
due to the speed. When the
lift stopped our stomachs kept
traveling upwards and it felt
more like a fairground ride
than a lift.
We were arrived at the Sage
offices we were shown to
our meeting room, where
there was a high quality ‘Sage’
journal and pen for each
student on set out on the

Our Students Said..

“It was awesome to visit such a vibrant and interesting work place.”
(Alan)
“We got great advice from Sabby Gill the Managing Director.”
(Liam)
Sabby Gill said that we must remember that when we fail it’s an
opportunity to learn. Also, networking, teamwork and
working together is important.”
(Washington)
“I am now more confident and feel more ready for the world of work.”
(Harvey)
“I learnt that in business you should start small and grow your business.”
(Ayo)

tables. Sabby Gill the Managing
Director of Sage gave us all
an over view of what Sage
is, what it does and where it
does it. Students then had the
opportunity to ask questions
that they had prepared about
Sage and about Sabby.
The two winning teams of
Dragons’ Den had a tour of
the offices while the three
other teams who failed to gain
investment in the Den had a
debrief with Sabby to consider
what lessons could be learnt
from the experience and used
in the future. The groups
then swapped and Sabby and
Sarah gave advice to Foldeez
and Zippers about how to
maximise their sales in their
final week trading.
During the tour, we walked
through the spacious offices

and all the employees were
hard at work, however,
they were very friendly and
stopped to ask if we had any
questions. We met Ben who is
Head of Cyber Security and the
students were very interested
in what he had to say. The
whole office is surrounded by glass and the views
were amazing. After the
mentoring meeting and
tours, we all regrouped
in the meeting room and
were offered drinks, sweets
and treats!
The visit to Sage at the Shard
was an great opportunity.
It’s not everyday you get to
go to the Shard; tour the
offices and have interesting
business meetings.
Mr Barry
RE Teacher and Careers Lead

We also received messages from parents regarding
the trip, here are some quotes:
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“We just wanted to say thank you for the visit to Sage at The Shard.
Isaac was full of it when he returned; he had a great day and was
inspired by the insight into the business world.
The whole enterprise competition has been wonderful; such a great
project and Isaac has really enjoyed it.”
“I just wanted to say a big thank you for once again arranging
the Dragon’s Den event and the trip to the Shard.
Both my boys’, Isaac and Luke, have now been lucky to have this opportunity.
I just wanted to also give feedback on the trip. Luke has been so in awe
of it all and hasn’t been able to stop telling us about his experience
and how amazing it was to visit the offices of Sage,
not to mention the freebie, which he very much appreciated!”

“One of the best experiences of my life.”
(Samuel)
“I learnt that a big business can grow from a small meeting in a pub. Sage
started in 1981 when 3 men met in a pub in front of a Sage plant and that’s where the company got its name.”
(Thomas)
“The best thing to do in business is to join together and work as a team.”
(Djinyo)
“Follow your dreams and do what you passionate about.”
(Max)

01322 553236
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Even more pleasingly, we received this email
from Sarah at Sage after the trip:

“I am sure I speak for the whole team in saying your students are
a credit to you all.
They were so engaging and asked super questions. So inspiring to see a real
interest and excitement for business and the competition!
It was a real pleasure to host you all today and thank you so much
for bringing the whole class to visit us.
I wish them all the very best for this final sales week”

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Be Creative: Bexley Creative Careers Night
Last week, fifteen of our Year 9 students took part in the first
ever Bexley Creative Careers Event hosted at Townley School. All
the students enjoyed attending their workshops with the wide
range of industry professionals carefully selected from across
the creative industries.

I really enjoyed the creative careers event. I learnt lots about screen writing
and the best way to write a screen play. I am going to take what I learnt
and put it to use when I write my own story.
(Luca 9M)

The event was managed by the creative music programme
ArtsTrain working in partnership with Bexley Council.

“I found the Bexley Creative Careers Night very interesting and educational.
I found out what life is like behind a range of jobs across Creative Careers.
This opportunity has helped me realise how hard you have to work to get
where you want to be. For example, you have to spend most of your day
working on your business plan and building a solid foundation.”
(Humza 9C)

We have attached a brief review of the event and included the
headline info from our key note talks, along with some useful
links to local creative opportunities for young people.
  

01322 553236
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I Am - Boxing sessions
I Am - has continued this year with the addition of Fitness coach
Tim Fanawopo. Tim has been coaching the boys over the past
three weeks, in boxing fitness. The sessions include discipline,
strategy and fitness.

Well done to all boys:
Yr 8: Remel, Robert, Donel,Tobi, Mark James
Yr 9: Romaro, Humza and Perfect
Miss Johnson
Learning Support Coordinator

The boys showed resilience and patience in developing the
right techniques. As well as perseverance in working hard to
show off their skills.

Mark Daniel throwing a combination punch

01322 553236
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Wicked Theatre Trip
On Wednesday 4 December,
the
Drama
Department
organised a trip to see
Wicked
at
London’s
Apollo Victoria theatre. The
students were impeccably
behaved for the whole trip
and were overjoyed at the
spectacle that is Wicked;
from
the
outstanding
songs and ground-breaking
staging, it really was a fantastic
experience for all. Thank
you to all staff and students
that helped make the trip so
successful.
Mr Warburton
Head of Drama

When I was informed that I
was going to the Wicked trip,
I was ecstatic. I couldn’t wait
for the day. Then the day came,
and I went to school overly
excited. The coach ride was
about an hour. Out of nowhere
I saw the theatre, and everyone
cheered - everyone couldn’t
wait! We all got our tickets
with our seat number and the
price which was surprisingly
£25 for such amazing seats!
As we entered we could see
a huge map of Oz hiding the
stage; above it was a dragon
which looked stunning. As the
curtains opened the dragon
moved and it puffed out
smoke and the show began.
My favourite song from act
one was Defying Gravity,

this song is performed at the
end of the act and it shows
Elphaba(The Wicked Witch of the
West) becoming the wicked
witch
and
flying
for
the first time. When she
starts to fly everyone
is amazed, she gets lifted to
the top of the stage whilst
singing extremely high notes.
In the interval everyone said
how good the first half was.
The second half was just as
good! My favourite song from
the second act was For Good.
This was sung at the end of
the act and shows Elphaba and
Glinda (the good witch) saying
goodbye for the last time.
This song brings the emotion
to the audience. The actors in
this show were amazing and

I don’t think I saw anything
go wrong, all the dances they
did were spot on and synchronised. The songs were
outstanding, and the voices
of the actors were amazing,
especially with the high notes.
The story of the show is great,
with loads of plot twists that
I won’t spoil, as you may be
planning to watch this amazing show.
I strongly advise you to
watch this show. I also
want to thank Mr Warburton and other staff for this
opportunity to see an amazing
show.
Lenny
Form 7M

Journalism Competition
The theme of this week’s assemblies has been
all to do with Climate Change. Students have
considered the COP25 meeting taking place in
Spain and looked at the impact of our changing
climate on the poorest of the World’s population.
As part of a national Columban Missionaries
mpetition we have encouraged all students
to participate in a journalism competition.

TACKLING OUR THROW AWAY CULTURE
• Write an article on this theme
• Look to inform, challenge and raise
important issues
• No more than one side of A4
• Handwritten or using a computer
• Closing date Friday 13th December
• Prizes for each year group
• Winning entry will be published in Weekly News

01322 553236
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from the Yr 7 Drama Club

Wednesday 18th December
from 7pm until 8pm
in the Iona Theatre
Tickets: £3
Available on Parent Pay or at
the door.
Directed by Mr Warburton
Parents’ Evenings 2020
All start from 3:00pm

Yr 11
Thursday 16 January ’20
Yr 10
Thursday 30 January ’20

01322 553236
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Yr 9
Thursday 13 February ’20
Yr 8
Thursday 5 March ’20
Yr 7
Thursday 19 March ’20

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Christmas Lunch
Schedule

Yr 8 ember
ec

Yr 10

Fri 13 Decemb

er

Yr 9

Yr 7

Mon 16 December

We would like to help by collecting
canned goods of food, such
as tins of beans or soup (and
anything else that comes in a tin!)
to help support the food needed
to keep these shelters open at this
important time.
I hope you are able to help provide
just one item for this worthy
cause.
Fred
School Chaplain

We do not charge the students for this it’s simply celebrating Christmas together like a family.
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Winter
Shelter

Bexley Winter Shelter
Every year at Lent, in the run-in to
Christmas the school supports
a charity and for a number
of
years
we
have
supported the Manna Centre in
central London. This year, at
the suggestion of the School
Council, we are looking
more locally. As part of the
‘Bexley Winter Shelter’, Churches in
Bexley will again be opening
their doors to the homeless in our
community. This runs for twelve
weeks from 2 January 2020 and
is staffed by volunteers from
different
churches
across
Bexley. The Churches take it
in turn to open for a week at a
time. A warm bed for the night is
offered with a hot meal and
access to other facilities.

D
7
1
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31 March - 5 April 2021

(Wednesday, term time - Monday, Bank Holiday)

£1616 Deposit: £50
Reply by 31 January 2020
Cost:

A wonderful opportunity for your son to take part
in an exciting school trip to New York
In addition to New York itself being a fascinating
place to visit, we have organised
a number of workshops, Broadway shows
and sightseeing excursions
Deposit should be made on Parent Pay to secure a place

See NYC letter for terms and conditions

The trip will include
Accommodation on a full board basis
Tickets to two Broadway shows (titles to be confirmed)
Two theatre workshops (titles to be confirmed)
Ascent of Top of the Rock Observation Deck
Entrance to NBC Studio and Metropolitan Museum of Art (MET)
Highline Walking Tour • Tour of Central Park • Statue of Liberty cruise
Meals at: Bubba Gump Shrimp • Ellen’s Stardust Diner
Planet Hollywood • Heartland Brewery

01322 553236
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WEEK COMMENCING
16.12.19
MONDAY

Chicken Stew, Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Apple Crumble and Custard

TUESDAY

Spicy Chicken Madras and Vegetable Rice
Vegetable Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Strawberry Jam Cake and Custard

WEDNESDAY

Beef Lasagne, Garlic Bread and Salad
Vegetable Lasagne, Garlic Bread and Salad
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Baked Apple Cake and Custard

A selection of hot snacks, sandwiches, rolls and baguettes are
available daily and the Breakfast Club is open 7:45am – 8:15am
01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Beware of “SQUARES”

What to look out for

A big fear for many parents is that they have no idea what
their child gets up to when they are not at home. Not only
are they more street smart then previous generations, they
are knowledgeable enough about technology to keep mum
and dad out of trouble instead of the other way around.
Which is why the growth of one particular type of crime
deeply worries me as a Safer Schools Officer. More and more
young people are letting criminals launder money through
their bank accounts. Many of those that do this do not even
realise they are committing a crime.

another phone but the criminals then send the same sort of
recruitment message. These criminals will be where they
know students are. Whether it be in McDonalds or on the
busy school bus routes. These students will never know who
they are working for or even who has sent the messages.
From the age of ten, children take criminal responsibility
for their actions meaning that they should know right from
wrong and understand consequences and will be dealt with
by the law.

Unfortunately the promise of cash in hand remains
seductive. If, however, something appears too good to be
true it almost always is. This money can be moved from
account to account in the blink of an eye. The act of
permitting a criminal gang to use your bank details can have
The number of under 21s acting as so called ‘MONEY MULES’
far more lasting implications. These implications are not
had more than doubled by the end of last year, despite
only the consequences from the police but it can affect your
police warning that parents should check their children’s’
credit rating. Getting a mobile or a phone contract could be
bank accounts for suspicious activity.
impossible, securing a mortgage and as we have learnt from
a student from within Bexley who was caught up in this. The
What this involves is allowing a sum of money to be
bank had noticed the unusual activity on the account and
transferred to your account and then either transferring it
blocked the account. This then meant that the criminal gang
on or withdrawing the funds and perhaps sending them
could not have their money. Threats of violence were made
overseas using a legitimate money transfer service. This money
not only on the student but the student’s family as well.
could be the process of drugs, theft, terrorism or a number of
different criminal activities. As a result of doing this the What I encourage parents and guardians to look for:mule will receive a small commission.
• If you hear them talking about “Squares”, this is
In the past University students who for the first time were what they are calling money laundering because of the
away from parents and were struggling financially would shape of bank cards. (I am aware that they are rectangular!)
have been the target but now these gangs are finding that
school children from the age of 11 and sometimes younger • Your children having quantities of money that they
are an easier target. This is due to students agreeing with no cannot account for. Be it in their bank accounts or in
questions asked. They are not thinking of the consequences cash.
or thinking that this is a crime. They could be imprisoned
• New clothing, trainers, phones that you did not give
for up to 14 years for playing a part in feeding this criminal
the money for and that their pocket money would not
activity of being a MONEY MULE.
have covered.
Students are being recruited in a number of ways. One of
the ways is by placing an add on social media claiming you
could make easy money. Another way is by air dropping
a message via Bluetooth as long as they are in the same
vicinity. You do not need a phone number to connect to

01322 553236
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• PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE check your children’s bank
statements. If you see anything unusual they could be
a money mule.
PC Dodgson
Safer Schools Officer

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Paris 2020
01322 553236
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Nationally, young pe

ople continue to face

increasing challenge
s and risks within the
ir local communities.
Whilst Bexley remain
s one of the safest bo
rou
ghs in London, it is vit
informed of the poten
al that as parents and
tial signs that your ch
carers you are
ild may be at risk.

Such signs include, bu
t are not
limited to:
•
•

Going missing for pro

longed periods of tim

e
Coming home with cas
h and/or goods (for
example designer traine
rs/clothing) that you
have no knowledge of

•

Being in possession of
an additional/new mo
bile
phone – especially old
, ‘non-smart’ phones
(known as ‘Bricks’ or ‘Bu
rners’)

•

Affiliation with new gro
ups of friends that are
unknown to you

•

Sudden behaviour cha
nges and excessive
secrecy

•

Packages delivered to
your home address tha
t
are unexplained

•

‘Looking after’ possessi
ons for friends, e.g.
mobile phones, bank
cards, items of clothing
Unexplained bank acc
ount activity / transacti
ons
(your child’s and your
account)

•

Have concer ns?

If you are concer ned tha

Crimestoppers:
0800 555 111
crimestoppers-uk.org

1. Monitoring Social Media accounts and activity
Monitoring mobile ph
ones – call logs /
2. me
ssages / photos
Ensuring you know wh
ere your child is and wh
3. the
o
y are with
4. Being vigilant with bank accounts
5. Knowing what is in your child’s room
It is important to talk to
your child, and the 5 act
ivities
mentioned can be com
pleted with your child,
not just
imposed upon them explain that this is in the
interests
of their safety.

t your child, or any you

Your child’s school
Inform a member of sta
ff and they will be
able to support you.
Contact the Police on

There are a few sugge
sted steps you can tak
e as
parents and carers to
ensure your child rem
ains safe,
however, and these inc
lude:

101

ng person, may be at risk

then make contact wit

Bexley Community Saf
ety Team
Community.Safety@bex
ley.gov.uk
Sharon Gogag - 0203 045
3997
Sharon.Gogag@bexley.
gov.uk
Amy Radford - 07964 113
137
Amy.Radford@bexley.
gov.uk

h any of the following:

Fearless
Young person with con
cer ns?
Concerned about a frie
nd?
Fearless is a service tha
t allows you to
pass on information abo
ut crime 100%
anonymously.
www.fearless.org

01322 553236
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME
Day
Wednesday

Day
Thursday

Day
Thursday

Day
Tuesday

Thursday

Day
Thursday

Day
Tuesday

Day
Thursday

Day
Thursday

ART CLUB

Time

Room

Come and Create!
Mrs Archer

2:30 - 3:30pm

Ar2

BBC SCHOOL REPORT CLUB

Time

Room

Yr 7

Creating the News!
Miss Cox

2:30 - 3:15pm

En6

Year Groups

DEBATING CLUB

Time

Room

Practice debating skills
Miss Ransome

2:30 - 3:15pm

En4

DRAMA CLUB

Time

Room

Yr 7 - Yr 10

School Production rehearsal
Mr Warburton

2:30 - 3:45pm

Iona Theatre

Currently Yr 7. KS3
after Christmas!

Trinity Guildhall Drama club
Mr Warburton

2:30 - 3:30pm

Iona Theatre

ENGLISH

Time

Room

Writing Club
Mr Dennis

2:30 - 3:15pm

En3

HISTORY

Time

Room

History Skills Master Class
Mrs Loveday-Jones

2:30 - 3pm

Hi1

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Time

Room

Computer Science Club
Mr Williams

2:30 - 3:30pm

CS1

MUSIC CLUBS

Time

Room

Year Groups
All welcome

Year Groups

KS3

Year Groups

Year Groups
KS3

Year Groups
Open to all GCSE
History students

Year Groups
KS4

Year Groups
All years

Choir Boys

Mr Watson

2:30 - 3:15pm

Mu1

Keyboard Club

Mr Watson

3:05 - 3:35pm

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

KS3 only

Cubase

Mr Watson

3:00 - 3:30pm

Mu2

Yr 7 only

African
Led by Yr11 Student
Drumming

2:30 - 3pm

Mu1

Keyboard Club

2:30 - 3.15pm

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

Music Tech Club

2:30 - 3:45pm

Mu1

Keyboard Ensemble
Brass Ensemble
Guitar Ensemble

2:30 - 3:30pm

Mu1

Yr 7-8

Friday

KS3
Yr 8-9
All years

01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Day
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Day
Tuesday

Wednesday

Year Groups

Yr 10

Wednesday

01322 553236

Football - Mr Eldridge

All years

Year Groups
All welcome

New members
welcome any time

Yr 9, Yr 10

Yr 8 Christmas to
Easter

Day

Basketball - Sports Hall Mr Virgo

All years

Yr 9 (from now
until Christmas)

Friday

Rugby Training - Field Mr Eldridge, Fred Umney 2:45 - 3:45pm

Yr 7, Yr 8, Yr 9

All welcome

Thursday

PE CLUBS

Yr 11

Year Groups
Yr 7

Youth Club - Sports Hall

2:45 - 3:45pm

2:45 - 3:45pm
Mr Creighton 2:45 - 3:45pm

RE

Time

Room

KS3 RE homework club
Mr Shoebridge

2:30 - 3:30pm

RE1

Film Club
Mr Shoebridge
Mr Egan

2:30 - 3:40pm

RE1

Boy’s Bible Club
Mr Olowofoyeku

2:30 - 3:15pm

KS4 GCSE Homework and
Revision Club
Mr Shoebridge
Mr Olowofoyeku

2:30 - 3:15pm

After School Enterprise Club
(business and enterprise)
Mr Barry

After School

RE2

GCSE Catch Up Sessions (Those
who missed various topics
in Y10 but not specifically
targeted)
Mr Barry

After School

RE2

RE3

RE1
RE3

SCIENCE

Time

Room

Science Club
Miss Manning-Johnson

2:45 - 3:45pm

SC7

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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LE CLU

BIB
BOY’S
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Wednesday 11th December 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM
Celebrating the Year of the Word
with The Wednesday Word.
The Parish Version

Lectio Divina - prayerfully
preparing for the Sunday Mass.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 15th December 2019 - The Third Sunday of Advent

1

Relax & Remember

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you.
Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention
to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

2

Read

Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 15th December 2019 - Miracles of the Messiah (Matthew 11:2-11)
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we
got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the
man who does not lose faith in me.’ As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go
out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh
no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much
more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way
before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’

3

Reflect

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
John the Baptist was expecting a Messiah of judgment, who would cut down the rotten tree and burn the useless chaff. When, in prison, he
hears that Jesus is not doing this, he is puzzled and sends messengers to ask if Jesus is really the Messiah. Jesus sends back the message
that he is fulfilling the prophet Isaiah – the passage which we hear about in today’s first reading. Jesus’ understanding was that healing, not
punishment, was the task of the Messiah. He goes and seeks out those who need healing, both physically and spiritually. He does not wait for
sinners to repent before gathering them into the kingdom; he makes the first advance. Then he turns to praising the Baptist. It is a fascinating
point of speculation as to whether Jesus was himself once a disciple of John the Baptist. After all, John says he did not recognise Jesus until
he saw the Spirit coming down on him. But he also says that Jesus, who came after him, has passed before him. This is a typical position
of a rabbi, leading his disciples, and suggests that John had been Jesus’ rabbi, then became his disciple. Jesus was fully man, and even he
needed to learn as all human beings do. John the Baptist did all he could to lead others to God. How, through our actions and attitudes,
can we point others to God? How do our lives show that we are preparing for Christ’s second coming?

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

4

Respond & Request

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general.
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org
01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 15th December 2019

First Reading: ‘The Eyes of the Blind shall be Opened’
Isaiah 35:1-6. 10
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland
rejoice and bloom, let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let
it rejoice and sing for joy. The glory of Lebanon is bestowed
on it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the
glory of the Lord, the splendour of our God. Strengthen all
weary hands, steady all trembling knees and say to all faint
hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. Look your God is coming,
vengeance is coming, the retribution of God; he is coming to
save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears
of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a deer and
the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, for those the Lord has
ransomed shall return. They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces; joy and gladness will go with
them and sorrow and lament be ended.

Like all the other first readings of the Sundays in Advent this year, this
passage is from Isaiah and rejoices in coming deliverance. Most of the Book
of Isaiah was written in a dark period of Israel’s history, under the threat or the
reality of defeat, devastation and deportation. In this context, the promises of
a Deliverer became all the more important and life-sustaining. The prophet
(or prophets, for the Book of Isaiah can hardly be the work of a single
person) never wavered in his/their confidence that deliverance was sure. The
prophecies prepare for the coming of the Lord, but it is the coming of the
Lord God of Israel which they expect. On the one hand, there is not the clarity
which appears once Jesus, the Deliverer, has actually come: the prophecies
do not make clear in what way or what form God would come to the rescue of
his people. Would the promised Redeemer be God himself or a messenger or
a herald of the end? Whatever the answer, the prophecies are certain that it is
God who would be at work. On the other hand, when Jesus came it was not
immediately clear whether he was God, or whether God was at work in Jesus
or whether Jesus was the final prophet. This only became clear on reflection
in the light of the Spirit that ‘the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.’
Is the message of this reading encouraging or threatening?

Second Reading: Waiting for the Lord
James 5:7-10
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer:
how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until
it has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have
to be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming
will be soon. Do not make complaints against one another,
brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves;
the Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates. For
your example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

There is plenty of opportunity
for tolerance.

The Letter of James is rarely read on a Sunday, indeed only once in
this year. Yet it is full of comforting, homely images, like the farmer
waiting patiently for the autumn and spring rains, or – less comforting
– the Judge waiting at the gates. Whether it was written by James, who
was the leader of the Christian community at Jerusalem, is harder to
determine. It may be an assemblage of the oral Wisdom teaching of
this important Christian leader, written up by a disciple. In any case, the
Letter was written at a time when the eschatological fever of expectation
had begun to wane, when Christians no longer felt that they were in the
final generation of world history, and were prepared to settle down and
wait for the coming of the Lord. Indeed, in contrast with Paul’s stress on
the imminence of the Second Coming, the delay of the Second Coming
is for James an incitement to patience. He believes that it will certainly
happen, but there is plenty of opportunity beforehand for tolerance,
both towards the annoying and tiresome people within the community
and towards those persecuting the community from outside.
Think of the most annoying person you know. Does God love him
or her?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org

e: info@wednesdayword.org
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