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As you know our curriculum
is much more than the subjects
on the timetable. This week
alone we have had ….

• A Drama trip to see ‘Wicked’
• Ice Skating trip – see page 3
• Bloomberg trip to visit Sage
– report to follow next week

• Primary PE Partnership
Handball – see page 5

Next week we start our
Christmas Lunches with Yr 11
on Thursday and Yr 10 on
Friday – we do not charge
for this … it simply festive
community fun, every student
will receive a free Christmas
Lunch.
Please don’t forget though that
the school is only open for
Yr 11 on Thursday 12
December because the school
is being used for a Polling
Station. School for all
Year groups resumes as normal
on Friday 13 December at
8:30am.
Mr N Fisher
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Our Christmas preparations
should be more than searching
for the decorations in the loft
or being grumpy about writing
Christmas cards (two of my
annual traditions…)

Yr 11 has a huge majority of
wonderful young men who are
really taking their preparation
for GCSEs seriously. To further
encourage this positive attitude,
Mr McGonnell has introduced
anA2L raffle with many Nando’s
vouchers being distributed – if
your son is in Yr 11 why not
ask him if he’s been entered
into the draw? Pictures of the
first winners of the £20 Nando’s
vouchers are on page 2. Also
at the Yr 11 assembly was Mrs
Razey, Co-Collegiate Principal
of Christ the King, speaking
to Yr 11 students about the
college, applying for a place
and the courses that are run
there at Post-16. We consider
Christ the King: St Mary’s to

be our sixth form and like
St Columba’s, they gain superb
results!

FISHER

We are now in Advent. Pope
Francis recently explained
that paying attention to
those in need is a way of
finding Jesus. The Pope said
our expectant waiting for
Jesus
requires
vigilance
in the form of “marvelling at
God’s action and at His surprises.”
Vigilance, he continued, means
“paying attention to our neighbour in
difficulty and allowing their need to
draw us in, without waiting for him
or her to ask us for help.” As we
prepare for Christmas please
remember in your prayers the
children who will find the
season very difficult. Shelter
have recently published a report
that says that more than
135,000 children will be in
temporary
accommodation
this Christmas and 183 children
lose their homes every day.

On Monday we had a
Lockdown drill. This was
scheduled months ago and
so the tragedy of last Friday
made me question the timing
of our drill. We have lockdown
drills because the safety of our
community is my primary
concern and we have a duty
to educate our students about
the reality of terrorism.
They need to know what to
do if an incident occurs in
school but more importantly
what to do if they are without
our guidance in the wider
community. Talking with your
son about terrorism is not easy
– but I hope this link to the
NSPCC might be of some help:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
what-we-do/news-opinion/
supporting-children-worried-about-terrorism

CAMPION

19 days until
Christmas!

God bless, Fred (Chaplain)

BECKET

Message
from the
Head Teacher

God, our healer,
When we are frozen by fear, rescue us.
When we can’t act because of indecision, guide us.
When we are weak with illness, heal us.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Yr 11 Assembly

Mrs Razey of CTK speaking to Yr 11 this morning
Mr Evans drawing the tickets and passing to Mr McGonnell

Roman (11F), Jeremy (11L) and Valentin (11B) - the first winners

Mr Evans presenting Vennu his Nandos voucher in the SAS

Journalism Competition
The theme of this week’s assemblies has been
all to do with Climate Change. Students have
considered the COP25 meeting taking place in
Spain and looked at the impact of our changing
climate on the poorest of the World’s population.
As part of a national Columban Missionaries
mpetition we have encouraged all students
to participate in a journalism competition.

TACKLING OUR THROW AWAY CULTURE
• Write an article on this theme
• Look to inform, challenge and raise
important issues
• No more than one side of A4
• Handwritten or using a computer
• Closing date Friday 13th December
• Prizes for each year group
• Winning entry will be published in Weekly News

01322 553236
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Yr 10 Ice Skating Trip to Somerset House
On Tuesday 3 December, the PE Department took twenty
Yr 10 GCSE PE students to Somerset House London, via
Network South East and Barnehurst Station for a festive treat –
ICE-SKATING! Students were selected to go on the basis of good
A2L and behaviour in class. Their behaviour was exemplary and
they were a pleasure to be with. The day was a huge success
with all boys enjoying their time on the ice, most skating like
the next Torvill and Dean at the end of the session!
A huge thank you to Mr Barry for his connections with
Bloomberg for making the trip possible.
Mr Proctor
PE Department

Kelvin and Emmanuel

Mr Creighton

Calum,
Lucas, Adam
and Deano

Yr 10 GCSE PE students
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Sweet Competition

...and th
Manna C e winner of the
entre Sw
eet Jar is
Archie f
rom For
m 9L!

Whilst St Columba’s is a firm believer in healthy eating, which
is reflected in the menu offered by Café Columba, there are
times when the greater good will take priority.
To this end, we are holding a Sweet Competition in
Café Columba at break and lunch times. The Sweet Jar has been
filled with Spearmint Chews, Fruit Salads, Fruit Chews, Cherry
Menthol, Liquorice and Blackcurrant and Black Jacks up to the
brim. It has now been sealed shut!
Students and staff are invited to guess how many sweets are in
the jar for 50p a guess or three guesses for £1. The winner will
be the person who guesses the right number or is closest to it
and the prize will be awarded at the end of the End of Term
Mass on Thursday 19 December.
The proceeds will be going to the Bexley Winter Shelter, see
page 9 for details. Also pictured is the previous winner, Archie
when he was in Yr 9 in December 2017 and who knows? He
may win again….
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Mr Stone
Academy Executive Secretary

School Council
Every Form group in the school
chooses a representative
from amongst themselves
(and a deputy) to represent
them at the School Council
which meets every half-term.
The School Council met on
Monday morning to discuss

a range of important topics,
generated by themselves,
which formed the agenda
of the meeting. More RE
Lessons, Booster classes for
Yr 11, Basketball hoops, as
well as choosing the charity
to raise funds for next term.

By some distance, students
voted to raise funds for Suicide
Prevention in Spring 2020.
Every idea shared is listened
to respectfully by all the boys
who then consider their
decision. I then take back
to Mr Fisher’s team the

requests from the students and
a decision is made after further
discussion. The students all
show remarkable maturity
and pride and care for their
school.
Mr Martin
Assistant Head Teacher

Mr Martin recording votes from School Council representatives
Students voting for their preferred charity
01322 553236
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Primary Sports Partnership Handball
On Wednesday, the PE department hosted its first Primary Sports
Partnership event in the calendar. Bishop Ridley, Royal Park,
St Fidelis and St Joseph’s all competed in the Yr 4/ Yr 5
Handball tournament. Sports leaders Daniel-Joseph,
Gabriel, Tomisin and Henry all helped to plan, set up and
officiate the very successful eventwhich saw over fifty primary
school pupils come through our gates. Royal Park were victorious
in the Yr 4 event and unbeaten St Fidelis took the Yr 5 crown.

01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

Following the competition, Mr Edwards from Bishop Ridley
commented,
“I just wanted to say thank you ever so much for the invitation to yesterday’s
handball tournament.The children and the parents absolutely loved it.
Also a huge thank you to your students who helped run the tournament and
referee the games, they were excellent with the children.”
Mr Virgo
Head of PE

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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from the Yr 7 Drama Club

Wednesday 18th December
from 7pm until 8pm
in the Iona Theatre
Tickets: £3
Available on Parent Pay or at
the door.
Directed by Mr Warburton
Parents’ Evenings 2020
All start from 3:00pm

Yr 11
Thursday 16 January ’20
Yr 10
Thursday 30 January ’20

01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

Yr 9
Thursday 13 February ’20
Yr 8
Thursday 5 March ’20
Yr 7
Thursday 19 March ’20
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Christmas Lunch
Schedule

Yr 8

Yr 11

Tue 17 December
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Yr 7

Mon 16 December

Yr 9

Fri 13 December

We do not charge the students for this it’s simply celebrating Christmas together like a family.

Bexley
Winter
Shelter

Bexley Winter Shelter
Every year at Lent, in the run-in to
Christmas the school supports
a charity and for a number
of
years
we
have
supported the Manna Centre in
central London. This year, at
the suggestion of the School
Council, we are looking
more locally. As part of the
‘Bexley Winter Shelter’, Churches in
Bexley will again be opening
their doors to the homeless in our
community. This runs for twelve
weeks from 2 January 2020 and
is staffed by volunteers from
different
churches
across
Bexley. The Churches take it
in turn to open for a week at a
time. A warm bed for the night is
offered with a hot meal and
access to other facilities.
We would like to help by collecting
canned goods of food, such
as tins of beans or soup (and
anything else that comes in a tin!)
to help support the food needed
to keep these shelters open at this
important time.
I hope you are able to help provide
just one item for this worthy
cause.
Fred
School Chaplain
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MONDAY

WEEK COMMENCING
09.12.19

Tandoori Chicken, Rice, Naan Bread and Vegetables
Lentil Dahl, Rice, Naan Bread and Vegetables
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Lemon Slice and Custard

TUESDAY

Caribbean Chicken, Rice and Peas
Cheese and Potato Pie, Roast Potatoes with Vegetables
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Pineapple Upside Down Cake and Custard

WEDNESDAY
Lincolnshire Sausage and Mashed Potatoes,
Yorkshire Pudding and Onion Gravy
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Salted Caramel Sponge and Custard

THURSDAY

Sweet and Sour Chicken, Rice and Vegetables
Vegetable Chow Mein
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Strawberry Jam and Coconut Cake with Custard

FRIDAY

Fish, Mashed Potatoes and Peas
Chicken and Vegetable Pie, Mashed Potatoes and Peas
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Frosted Ice Cake and Custard

A selection of hot snacks, sandwiches, rolls and baguettes are
available daily and the Breakfast Club is open 7:45am – 8:15am
01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Nationally, young pe

ople continue to face

increasing challenge
s and risks within the
ir local communities.
Whilst Bexley remain
s one of the safest bo
rou
ghs in London, it is vit
informed of the poten
al that as parents and
tial signs that your ch
carers you are
ild may be at risk.

Such signs include, bu
t are not
limited to:
•
•

Going missing for pro

longed periods of tim

e
Coming home with cas
h and/or goods (for
example designer traine
rs/clothing) that you
have no knowledge of

•

Being in possession of
an additional/new mo
bile
phone – especially old
, ‘non-smart’ phones
(known as ‘Bricks’ or ‘Bu
rners’)

•

Affiliation with new gro
ups of friends that are
unknown to you

•

Sudden behaviour cha
nges and excessive
secrecy

•

Packages delivered to
your home address tha
t
are unexplained

•

‘Looking after’ possessi
ons for friends, e.g.
mobile phones, bank
cards, items of clothing
Unexplained bank acc
ount activity / transacti
ons
(your child’s and your
account)

•

Have concer ns?

If you are concer ned tha

Crimestoppers:
0800 555 111
crimestoppers-uk.org

1. Monitoring Social Media accounts and activity
Monitoring mobile ph
ones – call logs /
2. me
ssages / photos
Ensuring you know wh
ere your child is and wh
3. the
o
y are with
4. Being vigilant with bank accounts
5. Knowing what is in your child’s room
It is important to talk to
your child, and the 5 act
ivities
mentioned can be com
pleted with your child,
not just
imposed upon them explain that this is in the
interests
of their safety.

t your child, or any you

Your child’s school
Inform a member of sta
ff and they will be
able to support you.
Contact the Police on

There are a few sugge
sted steps you can tak
e as
parents and carers to
ensure your child rem
ains safe,
however, and these inc
lude:

101

ng person, may be at risk

then make contact wit

Bexley Community Saf
ety Team
Community.Safety@bex
ley.gov.uk
Sharon Gogag - 0203 045
3997
Sharon.Gogag@bexley.
gov.uk
Amy Radford - 07964 113
137
Amy.Radford@bexley.
gov.uk

h any of the following:

Fearless
Young person with con
cer ns?
Concerned about a frie
nd?
Fearless is a service tha
t allows you to
pass on information abo
ut crime 100%
anonymously.
www.fearless.org

01322 553236
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Beware of “SQUARES”

What to look out for

A big fear for many parents is that they have no idea what
their child gets up to when they are not at home. Not only
are they more street smart then previous generations, they
are knowledgeable enough about technology to keep mum
and dad out of trouble instead of the other way around.
Which is why the growth of one particular type of crime
deeply worries me as a Safer Schools Officer. More and more
young people are letting criminals launder money through
their bank accounts. Many of those that do this do not even
realise they are committing a crime.

another phone but the criminals then send the same sort of
recruitment message. These criminals will be where they
know students are. Whether it be in McDonalds or on the
busy school bus routes. These students will never know who
they are working for or even who has sent the messages.
From the age of ten, children take criminal responsibility
for their actions meaning that they should know right from
wrong and understand consequences and will be dealt with
by the law.

Unfortunately the promise of cash in hand remains
seductive. If, however, something appears too good to be
true it almost always is. This money can be moved from
account to account in the blink of an eye. The act of
permitting a criminal gang to use your bank details can have
The number of under 21s acting as so called ‘MONEY MULES’
far more lasting implications. These implications are not
had more than doubled by the end of last year, despite
only the consequences from the police but it can affect your
police warning that parents should check their children’s’
credit rating. Getting a mobile or a phone contract could be
bank accounts for suspicious activity.
impossible, securing a mortgage and as we have learnt from
a student from within Bexley who was caught up in this. The
What this involves is allowing a sum of money to be
bank had noticed the unusual activity on the account and
transferred to your account and then either transferring it
blocked the account. This then meant that the criminal gang
on or withdrawing the funds and perhaps sending them
could not have their money. Threats of violence were made
overseas using a legitimate money transfer service. This money
not only on the student but the student’s family as well.
could be the process of drugs, theft, terrorism or a number of
different criminal activities. As a result of doing this the What I encourage parents and guardians to look for:mule will receive a small commission.
• If you hear them talking about “Squares”, this is
In the past University students who for the first time were what they are calling money laundering because of the
away from parents and were struggling financially would shape of bank cards. (I am aware that they are rectangular!)
have been the target but now these gangs are finding that
school children from the age of 11 and sometimes younger • Your children having quantities of money that they
are an easier target. This is due to students agreeing with no cannot account for. Be it in their bank accounts or in
questions asked. They are not thinking of the consequences cash.
or thinking that this is a crime. They could be imprisoned
• New clothing, trainers, phones that you did not give
for up to 14 years for playing a part in feeding this criminal
the money for and that their pocket money would not
activity of being a MONEY MULE.
have covered.
Students are being recruited in a number of ways. One of
the ways is by placing an add on social media claiming you
could make easy money. Another way is by air dropping
a message via Bluetooth as long as they are in the same
vicinity. You do not need a phone number to connect to

01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk

• PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE check your children’s bank
statements. If you see anything unusual they could be
a money mule.
PC Dodgson
Safer Schools Officer

www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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*

Paris 2020
01322 553236
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME
Day
Wednesday

Day
Thursday

Day
Thursday

Day
Tuesday

Thursday

Day
Thursday

Day
Tuesday

Day
Thursday

Day
Thursday

ART CLUB

Time

Room

Come and Create!
Mrs Archer

2:30 - 3:30pm

Ar2

BBC SCHOOL REPORT CLUB

Time

Room

Yr 7

Creating the News!
Miss Cox

2:30 - 3:15pm

En6

Year Groups

DEBATING CLUB

Time

Room

Practice debating skills
Miss Ransome

2:30 - 3:15pm

En4

DRAMA CLUB

Time

Room

Yr 7 - Yr 10

School Production rehearsal
Mr Warburton

2:30 - 3:45pm

Iona Theatre

Currently Yr 7. KS3
after Christmas!

Trinity Guildhall Drama club
Mr Warburton

2:30 - 3:30pm

Iona Theatre

ENGLISH

Time

Room

Writing Club
Mr Dennis

2:30 - 3:15pm

En3

HISTORY

Time

Room

History Skills Master Class
Mrs Loveday-Jones

2:30 - 3pm

Hi1

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Time

Room

Computer Science Club
Mr Williams

2:30 - 3:30pm

CS1

MUSIC CLUBS

Time

Room

Year Groups
All welcome

Year Groups

KS3

Year Groups

Year Groups
KS3

Year Groups
Open to all GCSE
History students

Year Groups
KS4

Year Groups
All years

Choir Boys

Mr Watson

2:30 - 3:15pm

Mu1

Keyboard Club

Mr Watson

3:05 - 3:35pm

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

KS3 only

Cubase

Mr Watson

3:00 - 3:30pm

Mu2

Yr 7 only

African
Led by Yr11 Student
Drumming

2:30 - 3pm

Mu1

Keyboard Club

2:30 - 3.15pm

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

Music Tech Club

2:30 - 3:45pm

Mu1

Keyboard Ensemble
Brass Ensemble
Guitar Ensemble

2:30 - 3:30pm

Mu1

Yr 7-8

Friday

KS3
Yr 8-9
All years

01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Day
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Day
Tuesday

Wednesday

Year Groups

Yr 10

Wednesday

01322 553236

Football - Mr Eldridge

All years

Year Groups
All welcome

New members
welcome any time

Yr 9, Yr 10

Yr 8 Christmas to
Easter

Day

Basketball - Sports Hall Mr Virgo

All years

Yr 9 (from now
until Christmas)

Friday

Rugby Training - Field Mr Eldridge, Fred Umney 2:45 - 3:45pm

Yr 7, Yr 8, Yr 9

All welcome

Thursday

PE CLUBS

Yr 11

Year Groups
Yr 7

Youth Club - Sports Hall

2:45 - 3:45pm

2:45 - 3:45pm
Mr Creighton 2:45 - 3:45pm

RE

Time

Room

KS3 RE homework club
Mr Shoebridge

2:30 - 3:30pm

RE1

Film Club
Mr Shoebridge
Mr Egan

2:30 - 3:40pm

RE1

Boy’s Bible Club
Mr Olowofoyeku

2:30 - 3:15pm

KS4 GCSE Homework and
Revision Club
Mr Shoebridge
Mr Olowofoyeku

2:30 - 3:15pm

After School Enterprise Club
(business and enterprise)
Mr Barry

After School

RE2

GCSE Catch Up Sessions (Those
who missed various topics
in Y10 but not specifically
targeted)
Mr Barry

After School

RE2

RE3

RE1
RE3

SCIENCE

Time

Room

Science Club
Miss Manning-Johnson

2:45 - 3:45pm

SC7

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Wednesday 4th December 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM
Celebrating the Year of the Word
with The Wednesday Word.
The Parish Version

Encountering Christ - prayerfully
preparing for the Sunday Mass.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 8th December 2019 - The Second Sunday of Advent

1

Relax & Remember

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you.
Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention
to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

2

Read

The Gospel for Sunday 8th December 2019 - John the Baptist’s Call to Repentance (Matthew 3:1-12)
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: “A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the Lord, make his
paths straight.” This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed
their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from
the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for
our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any
tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he
will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

3

Reflect

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
‘Repentance’ seems an unattractive word. It conjures up images of morose brooding over past sins and failures, a negative idea. This is not what John the
Baptist proclaimed. His message was wholly positive. In Hebrew and Greek the concept of ‘repentance’ is about a change of behaviour, a change of direction.
John is calling on his listeners to change their ways, to change their scale of values, their whole direction of life. To reinforce his message he wears the clothes
worn by Elijah, the prophet whom Jewish tradition taught was to return to announce the final coming of the Lord. John proclaims his message in the desert,
that apocalyptic landscape of the arid and bare Jordan Valley, below sea-level, where merchants would be crossing the Jordan on the road to the East. So John
makes a deliberate claim to be this final prophet and to be preparing a way for the Lord. We see Jesus as the Messiah, the loving Saviour, but John was not at
this point proclaiming this Jesus. He was proclaiming the threatening and imminent arrival of the sovereignty of God, when rotten trees would be cut down and
evil swept away to be burnt in unquenchable fire. If we are to be open to the arrival of the Kingship of God, we may need to look to our own scale of values.
Is my scale of values compatible with those of the Kingship of God? How far do they coincide?

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

4

Respond & Request

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general.
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org
01322 553236

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 8th December 2019

First Reading: A Shoot from the Stock of Jesse
Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit
of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
The fear of the Lord is his breath. He does not judge by appearances,
he gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. His word is a
rod that strikes the ruthless; his sentences bring death to the wicked.
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt about his
hips. The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them. The cow
and the bear make friends, their young lie down together. The lion eats
straw like the ox. The infant plays over the cobra’s hole; into the viper’s
lair the young child puts his hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on all my
holy mountain, for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea. That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a
signal to the peoples. It will be sought out by the nations and its home
will be glorious.

From this reading the seven gifts of the Spirit are, rather artificially,
derived. Seven is the perfect number, so this prophetic text intends to
signify that the promised ruler will have all possible gifts of what we more
generally call wisdom and understanding. He will be a ruler before whom
one can stand in the secure knowledge that his judgment will be deeply
fair and satisfying. The ‘fear of the Lord’ ensures that the ruler will govern
in accordance with the divinely-ordered bases of creation. Just such
a Ruler is the one we are waiting for at Christmas. It was surely these
qualities which made Jesus such an attractive and charismatic figure,
so that he could, as a wholly unknown stranger, pass those fishermen,
and they would drop everything and respond to his call, ‘Follow me’.
Confrontation with his person was shock enough and inspiring enough to
cure sickness. His simple word gave assurance of forgiveness of sin. His
command reduced the elements of nature to serenity. In the second half
of the reading we see the consequences of this rule: a return to the peace
of the Garden of Eden. No more hostility, no more jealousy. Nature, even
human nature, will not be red in tooth and claw.
What qualities do you find attractive in Jesus?

Second Reading: The Generosity of Christ
Romans 15:4-9
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to
teach us something about hope from the examples scripture gives of
how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may he who
helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each
other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and
voice you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the
same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ became the
servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God could faithfully
carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the
pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place:
For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing your name.

The perfect generosity of
Jesus Christ must be the model
for our own generosity.

Paul is here summing up his message to the Romans, a fragmented
community of several house-churches, some drawn from the Jewish
community, some from the gentiles. He has described and analysed
Christ’s work of salvation, the generosity of Christ in giving himself up
for us, to win us back to the Father. Then he calls upon his hearers to
imitate Christ’s generosity. He speaks first to the Christians sprung, like
himself, from Judaism, reminding them of the promises of scripture (the
heritage of Judaism) which were to inspire them with hope, for God’s
promises are never-failing and sure. Then he reminds them with a string
of quotations (only the first of which is given at the end of today’s reading)
that God’s promises were intended for the gentiles too, so that they too
should praise God’s name. Why are we given this reading in Advent?
Because the perfect generosity of Jesus Christ in taking on this work of
our salvation must be the model for our own generosity, both to those who
are our natural friends and to those who are not, and because it must be
the basis of our hope; however neglectful and ungrateful we are, Christ’s
work for us cannot have been in vain.
In what way can I be more generous to prepare for Christmas, especially
to those who are not my natural friends?
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