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Fred’s Prayer  
for the Week

We offer our hearts, minds and lives to you Lord who 

transforms us.

We pray for the power of the Spirit to go on working through 

us and to give us the joy of seeing all other lives made new.  

Amen
                              

God bless,  Fred (Chaplain)
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Every month, Heads of Department nominate a student  
from each Year group who has done particularly well in  
their subject. Presentations have been made this week in  
assembly and here we see recipients in Yr 10 and Yr 11  
receiving their certificates.

Student of the Month

Yr 10 Students of the Month   
Sean, Arjen Vincent and Ektoras with Mr Evans

Yr 11 Students of the Month 
Isaac, Abdulaziz and Finn

Yesterday I attended the  
Education Commission for  
our Diocese Headteachers  
Conference. Our new  
Archbishop, John Wilson,  
celebrated Mass with us and 
talked about the value of our 
family of schools working  
together in partnership. All 
of our schools share the same 
vision and values and are  
extremely successful schools. 
The Corpus Christi Partnership 
of Catholic Schools in Bexley  
continue to work and meet 
together to serve our children  
and spread the Gospel.  

Did you know there are in 
total over 6,000 children  
and young people attending 
the members of the Partnership? 
The schools are:

• Christ the King: St Mary’s
• Our Lady of the Rosary
• St Catherine’s
• St Columba’s
• St Fidelis
• St John Fisher
• St Joseph’s
• St Peter Chanel
• St Stephen’s and
• St Thomas More 

As you will be aware we have 
a General Election on 12  
December and our school 
has again been selected to be 
a Polling Station. The safety 
of our students is our highest  
priority so we will only be 
open for staff and all of the  
students in Yr 11. Apart from 
having the school to themselves,   
Yr 11 will also have their 
Christmas Lunch. 

We provide for all students, 
free of charge, a Christmas 
Lunch for no better reason 
than it’s fun and we can enjoy 
each other’s company!
 
The General Election means  

that our Christmas Carol  
concert will now take place  

the previous evening,  
Wednesday 11  December  

at 7:00pm in the School Hall.
 
We have had more student 
leadership interviews in 
Yr 11 this week (see page 2)  
and more Student of the 
Month certificates presented  
in assemblies (right). One of 
our many ways of publicly  
celebrating success is the  
Olympic    Wristbands which you can 
see on page 2 being presented  
to students in Yr 10. Also in  
assemblies, we have been 
openly discussing bullying,  
because it is a sad reality of life, 
and how we work together  
rapidly to resolves any issues. 
Mr Evans reports on page 3.
 
Last week our Yr 11 students  
visited Christ the King:  
St Mary’s. It was a great  
opportunity for them to see 
just how excellent the college 
is and you can see a report 
from Mr McGonnell on page 4.

Mr N Fisher

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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As a school we have been giving out ‘Olympic Wristbands’ since 
London 2012 for students that demonstrates the Olympic 
values.

There are 7:

   Inspiration    Courage            Excellence       Friendship 

                  Respect           Equality       Determination

In the Yr 10 Assembly on Thursday morning, Mrs Sheridan and 
Mr Evans awarded Olympic Wristbands to nineteen students 
who had shown these values during their learning.  

Well Done Boys!

 Mr Martin
Assistant Head Teacher

Olympic Wristbands

Yr 10 Olympic Wristband Winners

Deliberations - Rory, Kevin and Thomas with  
Mr McGonnell and Mr Challis

Group 1 
Nathaniel, Oliver, Uly, Myles, Daniel and Joshua

Group 2 Waiting to go in 
Andrew, Daniel, Jonathan, Luca, Finn and Abdulaziz

You may recall last academic year we had an article on the 
Student Leadership and the interviews that the current team  
had to undertake to be selected and then subsequent the election 
of the Head and Deputy Head Boys by the successful students. 
As we normally do at the start of  Yr 11, on Monday we have run 
another round of interviews to add to the current team. 

There were four group interviews of six or more students, the 
difference this time being that they were run by the current 
Head and Deputy Head Boys, rather than last years. Together 
with Assistant Head Teacher Mr McGonnell and Deputy Head 
Teacher Mr Evans (for his first experience of St Columba’s  
student voice in action) I sat in with the interviews and the 
thorough debate afterwards. For many of the boys it would 
have been their first experience of being interviewed and they  
all acquitted themselves very well, even if they weren’t all  
successful! The results will be announced in Friday’s Yr 11  
Assembly. 

Mr Challis
Head of Year 11

Student Leadership

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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Anti-Bullying - William, Maobi, Daniel and JosephPhysical Bullying - Ms Johnson

Emotional Bullying - Mrs Moore Cyber Bullying - Ms Holbrook

Anti-Bullying week in  
St Columba’s was marked 
with extended assemblies 
to all Yr groups. Students 
had presentations from the  
Learning Support Unit. There 
were three different strands to 
the Anti-Bullying Assembly: 

Mrs Moore looked at  
Emotional Bullying and related  
that to the School  Vision 
which says that we ‘celebrate and 

welcome diversity’. People are all  
different and should be  
accepted as such because none 
of us is perfect. Ms Holbrook 
was next speaking about  
Cyber Bullying and how it is  
different from other forms 
of bullying as it can be done 
at any time but also more  
significantly cyberbullies do 
not see the consequences of 
their actions. An important 
part of the message was to 

keep passwords a secret, keep 
personal information private 
and to respect themselves as 
well as others.  Miss Johnson  
closed the presentation  
working with students from 
Yr 10 and Yr 11 to highlight 
Physical Bullying. 

Three students had their mouths  
taped shut to reflect how   
silence about bullying seems 
to be the first automatic  

response. They have been 
thought provoking and at times 
challenging presentations  
about a subject that can cause 
much damage.  We will not 
tolerate Bullying in any of its 
forms here at St Columba’s, 
because we believe that ‘every 
member of our community is a unique 
and special creation of God’.
 

Mr Evans
Deputy Head Teacher

Anti-Bullying Week
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Last week 150 Yr 11 students 
attended a ‘Progression into Post 
16’ event at Christ the King: 
St Mary’s in Sidcup. The aim 
of the day was to provide 
the boys with an  experience 
of what studying at Post 16 
would look like. As well as the 
lunch that was provided, boys 
enjoyed taster A level lessons, 
a careers session and spent 
time talking and listening  
to CTK students about the 
college and the subjects they 
are studying. 

Our students really engaged 
with the sessions and were 
a credit to the school and 
their families with CTK staff  
commenting on the quality of 
the questions they asked, and 
how polite and well behaved 
they were.  It was also great to 
see some former St Columba’s 
students who are studying at 
CTK and hear how well they 
are doing and their plans for 
the future. During November, 
all three of the Christ the King 
colleges are holding their 
open days: 

CTK Aquinas, Brockley 
Saturday 9 November 

CTK St. Mary’s, Sidcup 
Saturday 16 November

CTK Emmanuel, Lewisham 
Saturday 23 November

 
Mr McGonnell

Assistant Head Teacher

CTK St. Mary’s Visit

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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Parents’ Evenings 2020
All start from 3:00pm 
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Yr 11   
Thursday 16 January ’20

Yr 10   
Thursday 30 January ’20

Yr 9   
Thursday 13 February ’20

Yr 8   
Thursday 5 March ’20

Yr 7   
Thursday 19 March ’20

House Points 
Overall Leaderboard
(as at 08 November 2019)
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A selection of hot snacks, sandwiches, rolls and baguettes are  
available daily and the Breakfast Club is open 7:45am – 8:15am

MONDAY
Spicy Italian Meatballs with Spaghetti, Garlic Bread 
 Chicken Curry 

 Tomato Pasta Bake 
Sponge and Custard

TUESDAY
Oriental Chicken Stir-fry

 Vegetable Stir-fry 
 Chicken Curry 
 Spaghetti Bolognese

 Tomato Pasta Bake 
Sponge with Caramel Topping and Custard

WEDNESDAY
Roast Chicken, Roast Potatoes, Yorkshire Pudding,
Mixed Vegetables and Gravy 
 Chicken Curry 
 Spaghetti Bolognese

 Tomato Pasta Bake 
Sponge with Strawberry Topping and Custard

THURSDAY
 Mexican Chilli and Rice 

 Chicken Curry 
 Spaghetti Bolognese

 Tomato Pasta Bake 
Apple Crumble and Custard

FRIDAY
Fish, Mashed Potatoes and Peas
Chicken Pie, Mashed Potatoes and Peas 
 Chicken Curry 
 Spaghetti Bolognese

 Tomato Pasta Bake 
Chocolate Cake and Custard

WEEK COMMENCING
11.11.19
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Day MUSIC CLUBSYear Groups Time Room

2:30 - 3:05pm

2:30 - 3.15pm

2:30 - 3.30pm

Mu2

Mu1

Mu1

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

Mu1

Thursday

Friday

All years Choir Boys            Mr Watson

Music Tech Club

Brass Ensemble
Keyboard Ensemble
Guitar Ensemble

2:30 - 3:45pm

2:30 - 3:30pm

Yr 8-9

All years

KS3

Yr7

Keyboard Club

African Drumming     
Led by Yr11 Student

3:05 - 3:35pm Mu3 / Keyboard RoomKeyboard Club     Mr WatsonYr 7-8
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

2:30 - 3:30pm Ar2Wednesday Come and Create!   
Mrs Archer

Day ART CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All welcome

 2:30 - 3:15pm En6Thursday Creating the News!  
Miss Cox

Day BBC SCHOOL REPORT CLUBYear Groups Time Room

Yr 7

2:30 - 3:15pm En3Thursday Writing Club         
Mr Dennis

Day ENGLISHYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:30pm CS1Thursday Computer Science Club  
Mr Williams

Day COMPUTER SCIENCEYear Groups Time Room

KS4

2:30 - 3pm Hi1Tuesday History Skills Master Class 
Mrs Loveday-Jones

Day HISTORYYear Groups Time Room

Open to all GCSE 
History students

2:30 - 3:15pm En4Thursday Practice debating skills 
Miss Ransome

Day DEBATING CLUBYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:15pm Iona TheatreWednesday Express yourself! 
Mr Warburton

Day DRAMA CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All year groups -  
just turn up!

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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2:30 - 3:40pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

RE1

RE2

RE1
RE3

RE2

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Film Club
Mr Shoebridge 
Mr Egan

KS4 GCSE Homework and 
Revision Club 
Mr Shoebridge  
Mr Olowofoyeku   

After School Enterprise Club 
(business and enterprise) 
Mr Barry

GCSE Catch Up Sessions (Those 
who missed various topics 
in Y10 but not specifically 
targeted)   
Mr Barry

After School

After School

New members 
welcome any time

Yr 9, Yr 10

Yr 11

Yr 9 (from now 
until Christmas)

Yr 8 Christmas to 
Easter

2:30 - 3:30pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

2:45 - 3:45pm

RE3

SC7

Tuesday

Wednesday

KS3 RE homework club  
Mr Shoebridge

Science Club   
Miss Manning-Johnson 

Boy’s Bible Club   
Mr Olowofoyeku

Day

Day

RE

SCIENCE

Year Groups

Year Groups

Time

Time

Room

Room

All welcome

All welcome

Yr 7

RE1

BOY’S BIBLE CLUB

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Rugby Training - Field   Mr Eldridge, Fred Umney   2:45 - 3:45pm

Basketball  -  Sports Hall   Mr Virgo    2:45 - 3:45pm 

Football  -   Mr Eldridge    2:45 - 3:45pm

Youth Club  -  Sports Hall    Mr Creighton   2:45 - 3:45pm

Day PE CLUBSYear Groups

Thursday

Yr 7, Yr 8, Yr 9

All years

All years

Yr 10
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Norovirus - Schools Guide 

Norovirus, also known as the winter vomiting bug, is the most common stomach bug in the UK. 

NHS Choices, in collaboration with the Food Standards Agency, has put together this useful guide 

and printout to help schools and parents understand Norovirus, from detection to prevention. 

What is Norovirus? 

Norovirus is highly contagious. It’s particularly prevalent in schools and nurseries as the virus 

can survive for several days on surfaces or objects. But it can affect people of all ages and cause 

vomiting and diarrhoea. 

There is no cure for Norovirus, so it has to be left to run its course. The symptoms are unpleasant 

and can initially be quite distressing, but they shouldn't last for more than a couple of days. Adults 

and children with Norovirus symptoms should avoid visiting GP surgeries or hospitals to prevent the 

further spread of the virus. 

Because the virus is highly contagious, children who have Norovirus symptoms must remain off 

school or nursery for 48 hours after the last episode of vomiting or diarrhoea to stop the spread 

of the infection to other children and staff. 

Different types of Norovirus 

Norovirus is the most common cause of stomach bugs in the UK, with at least 25 different strains 

known to affect humans. Each year, it's estimated between 600,000 and 1 million people in the UK 

catch Norovirus – because there are so many strains, we don’t develop immunity to it. 

The virus is sometimes called the "winter vomiting bug" as it's more common in winter. 

However, you can catch the virus at any time of the year. 

How do you treat Norovirus? 

To treat the symptoms of Norovirus, we recommend the following for children and young people: 

 Ensure they drink plenty of water to avoid dehydration. 

 Give them liquid paracetamol for any fever or aches and pains. 

 If they feel like eating, give them easy to digest foods such as bananas or brown rice. 

 Stay at home – there is nothing the GP can prescribe for sickness and diarrhoea, 

although your local chemist may be able to provide rehydration solutions. 

 Contact your GP or NHS 111 to seek advice if the symptoms last longer than a few 

days, or visit nhs.uk/norovirus for more information. 

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk


 
                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preventing the spread of Norovirus 

Norovirus is easily spread – you can catch it simply by touching contaminated surfaces or objects. 

Early year’s staff, teachers, school staff, and parents can help prevent the spread of Norovirus by: 

 washing hands frequently with household soap, and encouraging children to do the same – 

especially after going to the toilet 

 ensuring any infected child is not sharing things such as toys, blankets, and so on 

 keeping any child with Norovirus symptoms home from school and away from other children 

where possible – children with Norovirus should also avoid contact with vulnerable adults, 

such as elderly relatives 

It is also important that schools and nurseries thoroughly disinfect all surfaces an infected 

person may have come into contact with whenever possible. Alcohol-based hand gels are not 

effective against Norovirus. 

For further information, visit nhs.uk/norovirus or contact NHS 111. 

Project background 

NHS Choices and the Food Standards Agency have this year conducted a significant research project 

looking at how we can best tackle some of the issues of misinformation surrounding winter vomiting 

bugs. 

The information in this pack has been produced to empower teachers and school nurses to help stop 

the spread of Norovirus, and enable parents and guardians to react to the virus effectively and 

without putting others at risk. 

By distributing the information within this pack, you are helping to reduce the spread of a highly 

contagious virus that puts many NHS services under great pressure and can seriously affect the 

health of some vulnerable groups. This material forms part of a wider digital campaign to help the 

public understand Norovirus, to be launched later this winter. 
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There are a few suggested steps you can take as parents and carers to ensure your child remains safe, however, and these include:

It is important to talk to your child, and the 5 activities mentioned can be completed with your child, not just imposed upon them - explain that this is in the interests of their safety. 

Such signs include, but are not limited to: 

• Going missing for prolonged periods of time 
• Coming home with cash and/or goods (for example designer trainers/clothing) that you have no knowledge of 

• Being in possession of an additional/new mobile phone – especially old, ‘non-smart’ phones (known as ‘Bricks’ or ‘Burners’) 

• Affiliation with new groups of friends that are unknown to you  

• Sudden behaviour changes and excessive secrecy  

• Packages delivered to your home address that are unexplained 

• ‘Looking after’ possessions for friends, e.g. mobile phones, bank cards, items of clothing  
• Unexplained bank account activity / transactions (your child’s and your account)

Nationally, young people continue to face increasing challenges and risks within their local communities.Whilst Bexley remains one of the safest boroughs in London, it is vital that as parents and carers you are 
informed of the potential signs that your child may be at risk.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Your child’s school
Inform a member of staff and they will be able to support you. 

Contact the Police on 101

Crimestoppers: 
0800 555 111
crimestoppers-uk.org

Bexley Community Safety TeamCommunity.Safety@bexley.gov.uk

Sharon Gogag - 0203 045 3997Sharon.Gogag@bexley.gov.uk

Amy Radford - 07964 113137Amy.Radford@bexley.gov.uk

Fearless
Young person with concerns? Concerned about a friend? 

Fearless is a service that allows you to pass on information about crime 100% anonymously.

www.fearless.org

Have concerns?
If you are concerned that your child, or any young person, may be at risk then make contact with any of the following:

Monitoring Social Media accounts and activity

Monitoring mobile phones – call logs / 
messages / photos

Ensuring you know where your child is and who they are with

Being vigilant with bank accounts

Knowing what is in your child’s room
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Taken from the Gospel for 10th November 2019 (Luke 20:27-38): The Sadducees’ Riddle
Some Sadducees - those who say that there is no resurrection - approached Jesus and they put this question to him, “Master, we 
have it from Moses in writing, that if a man’s married brother dies childless, the man must marry the widow to raise up children for his 
brother. Well, then, there were seven brothers. The first, having married a wife, died childless. The second and then the third married 
the widow. And the same with all seven, they died leaving no children. Finally the woman herself died. Now, at the resurrection, to 
which of them will she be wife since she had been married to all seven?” Jesus replied, “The children of this world take wives and 
husbands, but those who are judged worthy of a place in the other world and in the resurrection from the dead do not marry because 
they can no longer die, for they are the same as the angels, and being children of the resurrection they are sons of God. And Moses 
himself implies that the dead rise again, in the passage about the bush where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all men are in fact alive.”

2 Read

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for 
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay 
attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 10th November 2019 - The Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wednesday 6th November 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

T h e  P a r i s h  V e r s i o n

Encountering Christ
Prayerfully preparing for the 
Sunday Mass and praying in 

particular for our school families

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
Since they did not believe in the resurrection or any sort of life after death, the Sadducees are trying to make fun of Jesus. By the Levirate Law of 
Judaism, if I marry and die without begetting a son, my nearest male relative is bound to marry my widow and raise up a son in my name to carry 
on my line. The Sadducees’ neat mockery is to ask what happens if this is repeated seven times (and worse than that, for the perfect number 
‘seven’ means ‘ad infinitum’). Jesus, again with typical neatness, turns their argument back upon them by returning to that key text of scripture 
when God replies to Moses at the Burning Bush. Not only is this reply in the present tense, ‘I am (still) the God of patriarchs long dead’, but it 
is the fundamental text which guarantees God’s rescue and protection of, and his presence with, his people through thick and thin. This is one 
more instance of Jesus’ deep knowledge and mastery of scripture, of the way that he can transcend the flippant and superficial arguments of 
his opponents and make plain the deep and true sense of these holy texts. To God no one is ‘dead and gone’; we all remain safe in his hands.
What does it mean to you to be a ‘child’ of the resurrection?
 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 10th November 2019

First Reading: Rising to New Life

2 Maccabees 7:1-2. 9-14
There were seven brothers who were arrested with their mother. The 
king tried to force them to taste pig’s flesh, which the Law forbids, 
by torturing them with whips and scourges. One of them, acting as 
spokesman for the others, said, “What are you trying to find out from 
us? We are prepared to die rather than break the Law of our ancestors.” 
With his last breath the second brother exclaimed, “Inhuman fiend, you 
may discharge us from this present life, but the King of the world will 
raise us up, since it is for his laws that we die, to live again for ever.” 
After him, they amused themselves with the third, who on being asked 
for his tongue promptly thrust it out and boldly held out his hands, with 
these honourable words, “It was heaven that gave me these limbs; for 
the sake of his laws I disdain them; from him I hope to receive them 
again.” The king and his attendants were astounded at the young man’s 
courage and his utter indifference to suffering. When this one was dead 
they subjected the fourth to the same savage torture. When he neared 
his end he cried, “Ours is the better choice, to meet death at men’s 
hands, yet relying on God’s promise that we shall be raised up by him; 
whereas for you there can be no resurrection, no new life.”

This is the only reading from the Books of Maccabees in the Sunday cycle 
of readings. In the year 167 BC the Syrian Empire dominated Palestine, 
and King Antiochus IV decided to make an important step towards unifying 
his empire by wiping out the singular worship and religious customs of the 
Jews. He met stronger resistance than expected, and a great persecution 
was necessary. The resistance was led by three brothers who were given 
the name ‘Maccabee’ or ‘Hammer’; they give their name to these two 
biblical books (and also to an excellent beer in Israel). Our reading narrates 
one incident from that persecution. The lasting importance of such a heroic 
stance by the brothers was the development of the doctrine of resurrection 
to new life. Until that time a popular opinion among the Israelites was that 
the dead were confined to Sheol, to a wretched half-life, where the dead 
had no strength and could not even praise God. This reading shows us that 
they had now begun to recognise that God would raise up to new life those 
who had died for their faith in persecution. By the time of Jesus this belief 
in the resurrection of the dead to new life was standard in Israel. Only the 
traditionalist Sadducees did not accept it.

How different would your life be if Jesus had not risen and extended to 
us the hope of resurrection?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org          e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee – 01125628 © Copyright 2019 The Wednesday Word Trust

Second Reading: The Lord is Faithful

A reading from Thessalonians heralds the end of the liturgical year (Year A 
ends with readings from 1 Thessalonians and Year C with this second letter). 
Both letters are concerned with the Second Coming of Christ at the end of 
time. The little community at Thessalonika was worried. Paul had taught them 
that Christ had conquered death: for those baptised into Christ, death was no 
more. But then Christians had died! So Paul wrote to them that Christ would 
soon come in a triumphal procession, bringing with him his followers who 
had already died. This must have thrown the Thessalonians into a frenzy of 
excitement at such an imminent Coming of the Lord, for Paul writes to them 
this second letter to calm them down, explaining that the Coming is not so 
utterly imminent. They must continue to live life in the world, for there must 
first be a period in which evil is still at work, a period in which the Word of the 
Lord is still spreading, as it is among them, and in which they need protection 
from evil (or the Evil One). The Christian cannot opt out of the world, and so 
needs the strength of the Lord to live the ways of the Lord in a world which 
fundamentally fails to recognise such ways.

Reflecting on St Paul’s teaching to the Thessalonians, what is our 
calling as Christians in today’s world?

2 Thessalonians 2:16 - 3:5
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who has given 
us his love and, through his grace, such inexhaustible comfort and such 
sure hope, comfort you and strengthen you in everything good that you 
do or say. Finally, brothers, pray for us; pray that the Lord’s message 
may spread quickly, and be received with honour as it was among you; 
and pray that we may be preserved from the interference of bigoted and 
evil people, for faith is not given to everyone. But the Lord is faithful, and 
he will give you strength and guard you from the evil one, and we, in the 
Lord, have every confidence that you are doing and will go on doing all 
that we tell you. May the Lord turn your hearts towards the love of God 
and the fortitude of Christ.

The Christian cannot
opt out of the world.
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