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Fred’s Prayer
for the Week

Message
from the
Head Teacher
“God has created me to do Him
some definite service; He has
committed some work to me
which He has not committed to
another. I have my mission.”
John Henry Newman

In assemblies this week
Fred, our Chaplain, has been
sharing the John Henry
Newman quotation above. We
are all unique creations of God
and we have a responsibility
to try and discern what
our individual mission is
– which can be easier said
than done. It is important
that our students understand
that they are unconditionally
loved by God and that they
matter. Fred also talked
about John Henry Newman’s
Canonisation this Sunday 13
October.

01322 553236

Last week we had our Open
Day and more families
than ever came to see our
wonderful school - and taste
the cake made especially for
Open Day! Many families
spoke to me to say how
impressed they were with
the school and more
importantly with the students
they met.
This week, we have had
the first three of our Open
Mornings where families
have come in to see what
daily life is like and they have
left impressed with what St
Columba’s has to offer. We
have the best Progress 8 score
for boys in Bexley, but more
than that, I think we have the
best boys in Bexley!

Protect us, O God, from excessive desire
for money and possessions, and help us to use rightly
whatever you give into our keeping.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
God bless, Fred
(Chaplain)
Next week school finishes
for students on Thursday as
Friday 18 October is an
INSET
Day
for
staff.

The week after that is HalfTerm, just a reminder
in case you had forgotten!
Mr N Fisher

Mrs Whyte and Mrs Sherry at the doors to Café Columba

You can see in this
issue of the Weekly News
opportunities for students
to enjoy learning including
the recent Theatre Trip run
by Mr Warburton and the
Student Investor Challenge
being run in school by Mr
Barry. Bexley Library service
is also providing free access to
Marvel Comics and Graphic
Novels via the RBDigital app
and more details are available
from Mrs Brackstone in the
Learning Resources Centre.
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The Lion King Trip
On Wednesday 2 October,
Mr Warburton led a group
of Yr 8 and Yr 9 to the
production of The Lion
King in London’s West End
and it was amazing! The
costumes used on stage were
brilliant and the singing
and music were incredible.
It was extremely creative in
the way the actors showed
the passing of time between
Simba being a cub and
growing into a lion and the
death of Mufasa felt more
than just saddening for
everyone. The set was
beautiful
and
every
detail including the masks
and even the puppets had
been considered and it

Student Investor
Challenge

was a fantastic experience
altogether. My favourite
moment was when Simba
made Scar confess about the
death of Mufasa and then
triumphed over him after Scar
had him on the edge of death!
It was definitely worth
the money and the trip,
everybody there thought that
it was brilliant. Thank you,
Mr Warburton and team!
James 8L

The
Student
Investor
Challenge is the UK’s premier
investment competition with
over 400,000 students from
2,500 schools benefiting
from the experience in
previous years. There are a
whole host of prizes available,
including an all expenses
paid trip to New York!

9 and Year 10 have registered
this week and have been
practicing their trading ready
for when the competition
opens on Monday 14
October 2019 and will run
until 24 January 2020. After
the first phase, the top teams
will compete against each
other in an online semifinal from 17 February
to 13 March 2020 for a
place in the national final.

The main challenge hasn’t
started yet, teams from Year

The competition involves
teams investing £100 000 of

virtual money on the London
Stock Exchange. Students will
need to keep their portfolios
healthy by following the ups
and downs of the market,
judging when to buy and
sell in order to make a profit.
Students will gain financial
awareness, experience of the
stockmarket, develop character
and skills working in teams
and apply their maths skills.

be involved. The interest and
response from students has
been overwhelming! We now
have 29 teams with over one
hundred students involved!
I would like to thank
Mr Shoebridge, Ms Sheridan
and
Mrs
Turner
for
agreeing to give up their
time to help me organise
the challenge with ‘drop-ins’
every Monday after school.

We hoped that one team of
four students from each Form
Group in Year 9 and 10 would

Mr Barry
Careers Leader

Mr Barry outlining the Student Investor Challenge
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Irish Gig!
Local Charity Irish Community Services are holding a
Fundraising Dance Marathon on Saturday 12 October in Lee.
If any students are interested in this, more details can be
obtained from the School Office.
If your son enjoys dancing, or thinks that he might,
do encourage him to gain sponsorship and take part.

IRISH COMMUNITY SERVICES
SATURDAY 12TH OCTOBER

FUNDRAISING
DANCE MARATHON
12TH OCTOBER 11AM — 3PM
[REGISTRATION FROM 10.30AM]

Irish Community Services work
throughout Greenwich, Lewisham, and
Bexley providing much needed services
and opportunities. Please help us by
having fun at our dance marathon and by
helping to raise funds.
For more information please call or text
07955 858 363

Venue: The Colfeins Rugby Football Club,
Eltham Road, Lee SE12 8UE

WWW.IRISHCOMMUNITYSERVICES.ORG CHARITY NO 1085033

House points Overall Leaderboard
(as at 11 October 2019)

216

221 226

223

234
Parents’ Evenings 2020
All start from 3:00pm

186

Yr 11
Thursday 16 January ’20

XAVIER

MORE

LOYOLA

Yr 9
Thursday 13 February ’20

FISHER

CAMPION

BECKET

Yr 10
Thursday 30 January ’20

Yr 8
Thursday 5 March ’20
Yr 7
Thursday 19 March ’20
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MONDAY

Spicy Italian Meatballs with Spaghetti, Garlic Bread

WEEK COMMENCING
14.10.19

Chicken Curry
Tomato Pasta Bake

Sponge and Custard

TUESDAY

Oriental Chicken Stir-fry
Vegetable Stir-fry
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Sponge with Caramel Topping and Custard

WEDNESDAY

Roast Chicken, Roast Potatoes, Yorkshire Pudding,
Mixed Vegetables and Gravy
Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Sponge with Strawberry Topping and Custard

THURSDAY

Mexican Chilli and Rice

Chicken Curry
Spaghetti Bolognese
Tomato Pasta Bake

Apple Crumble and Custard

A selection of hot snacks, sandwiches, rolls and baguettes are
available daily and the Breakfast Club is open 7:45am – 8:15am
01322 553236
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Get

free
eComics

from your library
Download RBdigital now
Or visit your library website

Your library in your pocket
01322 553236
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Nationally, young pe

ople continue to face

increasing challenge
s and risks within the
ir local communities.
Whilst Bexley remain
s one of the safest bo
rou
ghs in London, it is vit
informed of the poten
al that as parents and
tial signs that your ch
carers you are
ild may be at risk.

Such signs include, bu
t are not
limited to:
•
•

Going missing for pro

longed periods of tim

e
Coming home with cas
h and/or goods (for
example designer traine
rs/clothing) that you
have no knowledge of

•

Being in possession of
an additional/new mo
bile
phone – especially old
, ‘non-smart’ phones
(known as ‘Bricks’ or ‘Bu
rners’)

•

Affiliation with new gro
ups of friends that are
unknown to you

•

Sudden behaviour cha
nges and excessive
secrecy

•

Packages delivered to
your home address tha
t
are unexplained

•

‘Looking after’ possessi
ons for friends, e.g.
mobile phones, bank
cards, items of clothing
Unexplained bank acc
ount activity / transacti
ons
(your child’s and your
account)

•

Have concer ns?

If you are concer ned tha

Crimestoppers:
0800 555 111
crimestoppers-uk.org

1. Monitoring Social Media accounts and activity
Monitoring mobile ph
ones – call logs /
2. me
ssages / photos
Ensuring you know wh
ere your child is and wh
3. the
o
y are with
4. Being vigilant with bank accounts
5. Knowing what is in your child’s room
It is important to talk to
your child, and the 5 act
ivities
mentioned can be com
pleted with your child,
not just
imposed upon them explain that this is in the
interests
of their safety.

t your child, or any you

Your child’s school
Inform a member of sta
ff and they will be
able to support you.
Contact the Police on

There are a few sugge
sted steps you can tak
e as
parents and carers to
ensure your child rem
ains safe,
however, and these inc
lude:

101

ng person, may be at risk

then make contact wit

Bexley Community Saf
ety Team
Community.Safety@bex
ley.gov.uk
Sharon Gogag - 0203 045
3997
Sharon.Gogag@bexley.
gov.uk
Amy Radford - 07964 113
137
Amy.Radford@bexley.
gov.uk

h any of the following:

Fearless
Young person with con
cer ns?
Concerned about a frie
nd?
Fearless is a service tha
t allows you to
pass on information abo
ut crime 100%
anonymously.
www.fearless.org
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Wednesday 9th October 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

Encountering Christ

The Parish Version

Prayerfully preparing for the
Sunday Mass and praying in
particular for our school families

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 13th October 2019 - The Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1

Relax & Remember

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay
attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

2

Read

Taken from the Gospel for 13th October 2019 (Luke 17:11-19): The Samaritan Leper
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus travelled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered one
of the villages, ten lepers came to meet him. They stood some way off and called to him, “Jesus! Master!
Take pity on us.” When he saw them he said, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” Now as they were
going away they were cleansed. Finding himself cured, one of them turned back praising God at the top of
his voice and threw himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. This made Jesus
say, “Were not all ten made clean? The other nine, where are they? It seems that no one has come back to
give praise to God, except this foreigner.” And he said to the man, “Stand up and go on your way. Your faith
has saved you.”

3

Reflect

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
We see why the story of the cure of Naaman the leper has been chosen as our first reading today: in the Gospel reading we find another
cure of a foreigner, and not an ordinary foreigner, but a hated foreigner. There was a cordial hatred between Jews and Samaritans: for the
Jews, the Samaritans were a wretched hybrid race, who accepted only part of the Jewish Bible, and had their own ideas about the coming
Messiah. Yet Luke has already recounted the story of the Good Samaritan, who succours the wounded traveller who had been neglected
by Jewish priest and Levite. Now only a Samaritan comes back to thank Jesus for the cure from leprosy. Samaritans are the foreigners
geographically nearest to Jesus, but hated by the Jews. If the Samaritans can set an example to the Jews, so can many other foreigners.
In his initial proclamation Jesus promises salvation to the gentiles, and Luke misses no opportunity to show us gentiles ripe for salvation:
the centurion of Capernaum who built the synagogue and whose son is cured, the guests for the banquet called in from highways and
byways. Luke is preparing for his second volume, the Acts of the Apostles, where the Good News will spread to the ends of the earth,
even to Rome itself.
Christians believe that no race is superior to another. Why?

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

4

Respond & Request

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general.
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org
01322 553236
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 13th October 2019

First Reading: Naaman the Syrian
2 Kings 5:14-17
Naaman the leper went down and immersed himself seven
times in the Jordan, as Elisha had told him to do. And his
flesh became clean once more like the flesh of a little child.
Returning to Elisha with his whole escort, he went in and stood
before him. “Now I know,” he said, “that there is no God in all
the earth except in Israel. Now, please, accept a present from
your servant.” But Elisha replied, “As the Lord lives, whom I
serve, I will accept nothing.” Naaman pressed him to accept,
but he refused. Then Naaman said, “Since your answer is ‘No’,
allow your servant to be given as much earth as two mules may
carry, because your servant will no longer offer holocaust or
sacrifice to any god except the Lord.”

This little excerpt is the stub-end of one of the most delightful stories
in the Bible (read it!). It pairs with the Gospel reading. In his opening
proclamation in the synagogue at Nazareth Jesus declares that he has
come to save the gentiles too, just as Elisha did, citing Naaman as an
example. Today we read about the cure (the saving of Naaman) itself.
The odd bit about two ‘muleloads’ of earth is the result of the belief,
still persistent at that time, that the God of Israel could be worshipped
only on the soil of Israel – so take some soil with you! Naaman wants to
express his gratitude to the Lord at his home too. At the time attributed to
Elisha and Naaman (mid 9th century BC) the Lord was accepted as God
of Israel, the Sovereign and Protector of Israel, but this implied nothing
about other nations. It was not until the Babylonian exile, when Israel
was confronted with the multiple gods of Babylon, that Israel came to
believe that the Lord was the God of the whole earth, the whole universe,
and that all the other deities, such as those of sun and moon and stars,
were simply timing-devices plugged into the vault of heaven by the Lord
himself. God reveals himself to Israel, and to us, gradually.
How has your faith deepened or developed over the years?

Second Reading: The Grounds for Hope
2 Timothy 2:8-13
Remember the Good News that I carry, ‘Jesus Christ risen
from the dead, sprung from the race of David’; it is on account
of this that I have my own hardships to bear, even to being
chained like a criminal - but they cannot chain up God’s news.
So I bear it all for the sake of those who are chosen, so that in
the end they may have the salvation that is in Christ Jesus and
the eternal glory that comes with it. Here is a saying that you
can rely on: if we have died with him, then we shall live with
him; if we hold firm, then we shall reign with him; if we disown
him, then he will disown us; we may be unfaithful, but he is
always faithful, for he cannot disown his own self.

The kernel of the Good News
is the Resurrection.

If Paul is chained as a criminal, at least he gives the grounds for his hope
and his security: ‘the saying is sure’. The kernel of the Good News is the
Resurrection, and that is enough for Paul. If Christ is risen from the dead,
nothing more is required; this in itself is the fulfilment of the promises
to David. Paul quotes a little symmetrical hymn (‘if we have died with
him…’) which was no doubt sung by the early Christian congregations.
The earliest external evidence to the Christian liturgy is a letter from Pliny,
governor of a province in what is now northern Turkey, in the early second
century, written only a few decades after the Second Letter to Timothy.
He has examined Christians under torture and sends his findings to the
Emperor. Christians, he says, meet on a set day (presumably Sunday),
make oaths of loyalty to one other, sing a hymn ‘to Christ as to a god’,
and then have a meal (presumably the Eucharist). The hymnic phrases
in today’s reading could be part of just such a hymn mentioned by Pliny,
sung under the pressures of persecution, celebrating the union of Christ
with his followers, and Christ’s fidelity to his own people, whatever they
do to him: if we are faithless, he remains faithful.
What does the hymn in this letter to Timothy teach us about life
in Christ?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org

e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee – 01125628 © Copyright 2019 The Wednesday Word Trust
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