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Fred’s Prayer
for the Week
Heavenly Father, may our desire to serve you bring us closer to you.
Hear the prayer of those who work so hard to follow your call in this
world.

Message
from the
Head Teacher

Open all eyes to see what is possible through you.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, your Son and our Lord, and with
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
God bless, Fred (Chaplain)

Happy New Year!

Work Experience

This is our first Weekly News
this year – so I want to
take the opportunity of
welcoming all our new
students and staff. We have
many new staff, because we
are a popular and growing
school. Mr Evans joins us
as our new Deputy Head
Teacher and he brings a
wealth of experience to help
us improve still further. You
can see them in all their
glory, on page 4.
We have many new students
as Yr 7 have obviously just
started with us and there
are a few photos on page 3
of their first day. But it’s not
just Yr 7, we continue to get
many students joining us
in other Years too as word
spreads about the success of
the school.
Speaking of success, our
examination results this year
were excellent and testament
to the hard work of students
and staff alike.We had students
gaining multiple Grade
9s and our results were
significantly better than
national averages for boys.
You can see a few pictures
from the Results Day in
August on page 5.

It wasn’t just Yr 11 that
succeeded either; Yr 10
did well in their English
Language GCSE and many
students started Yr 11, their
GCSE year, already with GCSE
success behind them. Over
eighty students were awarded
Gold Stars for either passing
their GCSE or doing better
than their predicted grades.
Three students received
two Gold Stars as they passed
a language GCSE at the
same time. The first Yr 11
assembly, which was held
last week was a bumper
presentation event as the
Student Leadership Team
were presented with their
badges. We hope to see the
Leadership Team grow further
over the course of this and
next term.
Competition can be healthy
and encourage success - which
is why we are currently
developing
our
House
system. Yr 7 have for some
years used the House system
quite successfully and we
will now be extending it
throughout KS3. House
points will soon be published
on our website so you can see
how well your son’s House is
doing.

Last night we held our
Success In KS3 Evening for
parents of Yr 7 students and
it was heartening to see so
many people in the Hall
keen to work together in
partnership to help their sons
succeed. Next Wednesday
evening at 7:00pm, again
in the School Hall, we have
the Post-16 Evening where
providers
of
post-16
education will be here to
answer your questions. This
is open to students and their
parents and can help to
answer any questions you
may have.

Pictured is Sean from last
year’s Yr 11 at the Bloomberg headquarters in the City
of London. Following his trip
there during Yr 11, Sean and
a number of other students,
were given the chance of three
days’ Work Experience in Coding. As well as being impressed
by the free food and the fish
tanks, Mrs Brackstone tells us
that Sean saw what he could
achieve if he worked hard.

Finally, we able to share with
you results of the Parents’
Evening questionnaires on
page 9. We had a very
gratifying response to the
OfSTED survey when they
inspected in January and this
has been replicated with the
responses we received. There
are a number of areas for us
to consider, one of which is
the canteen and the menu.
We will report next week on
the new menu and how we
have responded to some of
your comments.
Mr N Fisher

Sean at Bloomberg
01322 553236
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Awards

Students who gained their Gold star for their GCSE results

Davide, Uly and Tony each gained two Gold Stars

Student Leaders - Academic Mentors

Student Leaders - Peer Mentors
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Welcoming Yr 7

Yr 7 queuing for the first assembly with Yr 11 in the background

Head of Year Mr Eldridge speaking in Yr 7’s first assembly

Student Leader Tony taking a group of Yr 7 around the school
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House Competition
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Team Columba
We are very fortunate as a school to be fully staffed as few Science and English Teachers respectively. Mrs Duckworthschools locally or nationally are. We have been joined this year Essilfie (Maths) Miss Rovers (History) and Miss Solly
by three Teaching Assistants, five Teachers and one Deputy (Geography) joined us at the start of September. As did our new
Head Teacher. Mr Wilkes, Mr Bowen and Miss Schwodler are Deputy Head Teacher, Mr Evans. We are very pleased to have you
our new Teaching Assistants working with students with Special all join the St Columba’s family and wish you a long and happy
Needs. Mr Kelly and Miss Jandu joined us in July as Computer time here!
								

Back Row (l to r): Mr Wilkes, Mr Kelly and Mr Bowen
Middle Row (l to r): Miss Rovers, Miss Solly and Ms Jandu
Front Row (l to r): Ms Schwodler, Mr Evans and Ms Duckworth-Essilfie
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GCSE Results Day

Queuing for results envelopes in the theatre

Gilbert & Joel sharing their results

Mr Barry celebrating Osay’s Grade 9 in RE

A shocked Nathan with Mum & Dad
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Nationally, young pe

ople continue to face

increasing challenge
s and risks within the
ir local communities.
Whilst Bexley remain
s one of the safest bo
rou
ghs in London, it is vit
informed of the poten
al that as parents and
tial signs that your ch
carers you are
ild may be at risk.

Such signs include, bu
t are not
limited to:
•
•

Going missing for pro

longed periods of tim

e
Coming home with cas
h and/or goods (for
example designer traine
rs/clothing) that you
have no knowledge of

•

Being in possession of
an additional/new mo
bile
phone – especially old
, ‘non-smart’ phones
(known as ‘Bricks’ or ‘Bu
rners’)

•

Affiliation with new gro
ups of friends that are
unknown to you

•

Sudden behaviour cha
nges and excessive
secrecy

•

Packages delivered to
your home address tha
t
are unexplained

•

‘Looking after’ possessi
ons for friends, e.g.
mobile phones, bank
cards, items of clothing
Unexplained bank acc
ount activity / transacti
ons
(your child’s and your
account)

•

Have concer ns?

If you are concer ned tha

Crimestoppers:
0800 555 111
crimestoppers-uk.org

1. Monitoring Social Media accounts and activity
Monitoring mobile ph
ones – call logs /
2. me
ssages / photos
Ensuring you know wh
ere your child is and wh
3. the
o
y are with
4. Being vigilant with bank accounts
5. Knowing what is in your child’s room
It is important to talk to
your child, and the 5 act
ivities
mentioned can be com
pleted with your child,
not just
imposed upon them explain that this is in the
interests
of their safety.

t your child, or any you

Your child’s school
Inform a member of sta
ff and they will be
able to support you.
Contact the Police on

There are a few sugge
sted steps you can tak
e as
parents and carers to
ensure your child rem
ains safe,
however, and these inc
lude:

101

ng person, may be at risk

then make contact wit

Bexley Community Saf
ety Team
Community.Safety@bex
ley.gov.uk
Sharon Gogag - 0203 045
3997
Sharon.Gogag@bexley.
gov.uk
Amy Radford - 07964 113
137
Amy.Radford@bexley.
gov.uk

h any of the following:

Fearless
Young person with con
cer ns?
Concerned about a frie
nd?
Fearless is a service tha
t allows you to
pass on information abo
ut crime 100%
anonymously.
www.fearless.org
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Open Evening Survey Results 2019
Parents’
Evenings
were
held for every year group
during the Spring term and
attendance was, as ever, very
high. The bar charts below
show the attendance at each
of the evenings. We do believe
that education is a three-way
partnership between the
parents or carers, the student
and the school and we are
delighted that so many
families are committed to the
success of our students.

Overall as you can see,
parents and carers views
At every evening, we give of St Columba’s remain
parents a sheet where exceptionally positive which
the teachers are located is obviously very heartening,
and on the reverse is a However, there are occasional
simple
questionnaire issues that do need to be
based on the OfSTED addressed and we always try
questionnaire (see page 11) to resolve them completely.
designed to let us know Good communication tends
how well, or otherwise, to address and clear up any
we are doing. We do invite misunderstandings or issues
comments and try to respond quite speedily.
promptly where names are
given.
This year we received more
comments about the food

offered in the canteen and
changes are being put in
place responding to those.
We have also had a number
of comments on the
organisation of the Parents’
Evening themselves and we
have implemented changes
to try and improve parents’
experience. We are not
complacent and welcome
your views. If you have
an issue that needs to be
resolved, do get in contact
with us. We do listen and
try to respond as quickly as
possible.

7: The school helps my child
to have a healthy lifestyle

8: The school makes sure that my
child is well prepared for the
future (eg changing year group or school,

9: The school meets my
child’s particular needs

and for children finishing school, entering
further education or employment)

6.3%

0.5%

1.4%

42.8%

49.5%

47.4%

1.4%

51.7%

1.8%

46.2%

1.4%

50.7%

Attendance at Parents’ Evenings

Key

96%

Strongly Agree

93%

92%

91%

89%

Agree
Disagree

Year 7

Strongly Disagree

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

10: The school deals effectively
with unacceptable behaviour
4.1%

1: My child enjoys school

0.9%

57.6%

1.3%

40.2%

4: My child is making enough
progress at this school
4.5%

49.8%

0.9%

45.7%

2: The school keeps my
child safe
1.3%

0.9%

53.1%

40.2%

5: The teaching is good
at this school
0.9%

1.4%

54.1%

43.6%
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3: The school informs me
about my child’s progress
2.7%

56.3%

0.5%

50.2%

46.1%

3.8%

39.2%

12: The school is led and
managed effectively
0.5%

0.9%

56.1%

55.3%

0.9%

41.1%

40.5%

6: The school helps me to
support my child’s learning
2.3 %

47.0%

2.3%

11: The school takes account of
my suggestions and concerns

0.9%

47.5%

13: Overall, I am happy
with my child’s experience
at this school

Some of the many additional
comments from our parents and
I am so pleased with this school. Both
carers at the Open Evenings
of my children attend and love the
Morals, behaviour and general wellbeing
school.They are nurtured, supported and
of children is exceptional
encouraged to do the best they can.
Excellent Parents’ Evening - very pleased
with levels and comments

0.9%

60.2%

01322 553236

0.9%

38.0%

I would like to thank the school for all
the support you have given my son. He’s
not just a number to the school but a
student who the school has invested in.

My son is always pushed and challenged
to do better and encouraged to not only
develop his academic skills but also his
inter-personal skills as well.
Thank you for your welcome and support
for my two sons this term

The food offered at the school is not
always healthy.

At Parents’ Evening, when the sessions
over-run, it causes students who are
waiting to miss their own appointments

Was very hard to get appointments this
year, not sure if there is another way for
appointments to be booked?

Very happy with everything.
Communication via email could be better
but that is my only gripe and it’s minor.
We love the school!

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Wednesday 11th September 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

Encountering Christ

The Parish Version

Prayerfully preparing for the
Sunday Mass and praying in
particular for our school families

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 15th September 2019 - The Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1

Relax & Remember

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay
attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

2

Read

Taken from the Gospel for 15th September 2019 (Luke 15:1-32): Forgiveness
The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained.
“This man,” they said, “welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he spoke this parable to them: “What man among you with a hundred sheep,
losing one, would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing one till he found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully
take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home, call together his friends and neighbours? ‘Rejoice with me,’ he would say, “I have found my
sheep that was lost.’ In the same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous men
who have no need of repentance. Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she Iost one, light a lamp and sweep out the house and
search thoroughly till she found it? And then, when she had found it, call together her friends and neighbours? ‘Rejoice with me,’ she would say, ‘I
have found the drachma I lost.’ In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one repentant sinner.” Jesus also said:
“A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, ‘Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.’ So the father divided the
property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his
money on a life of debauchery. When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine. So he left the place and went back to his father.
While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly.
And they began to celebrate. Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and
dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about. ‘Your brother has come,’ replied the servant, ‘and your father has killed the calf
we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.’ He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him;
but he answered his father, ‘Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as
a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property - he and his women - you
kill the calf we had been fattening.’ The father said, ‘My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it is only right we should celebrate
and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.’”

3

Reflect

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
In today’s Gospel St Luke recounts three particularly attractive stories about forgiveness. The first two form a typical Lukan pair. First he tells the story of the lost
sheep, which also occurs in St Matthew’s Gospel account. Luke, however, places the accent on the joy in heaven at the return of the sinner. Then, to the story
of the man looking for his sheep, Luke adds the story of a woman looking for her lost coin. He is always careful to show that women have an equal part in the
Kingdom with men. So he deliberately pairs Zechariah and Mary, Simeon and Anna, Jairus’ daughter raised to life with the Widow of Naim’s son, and so on. The
main story today, however, is the Prodigal Son, told with all Luke’s love, artistry and delicacy of character-study. In the full version of this Gospel, we hear of the
wastrel son who goes back home simply because he is hungry; of the loving father perpetually on the look-out, running to meet the son, interrupting the carefullyprepared speech and pampering the returned young dissolute; of the disgruntled stay-at-home who invents slanders about the other’s ‘loose women’ and is
gently corrected by his father’s reminder that he is ‘your brother’. Jesus presents us with an unforgettable picture of the overflowing love and forgiveness of God.
Is there anyone you have not yet forgiven? Sometimes it is not easy.

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

4

Respond & Request

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general.
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 15th September 2019

First Reading: Israel Rebels in the Desert
Exodus 32:7-11.13-14
The Lord spoke to Moses, “Go down now, because your people
whom you brought out of Egypt have apostasised. They have
been quick to leave the way I marked out for them; they have
made themselves a calf of molten metal and have worshipped
it and offered it sacrifice. ‘Here is your God, Israel,’ they have
cried, ‘who brought you up from the land of Egypt!’ I can see
how headstrong these people are! Leave me, now; my wrath
shall blaze out against them and devour them; of you, however,
I will make a great nation.” But Moses pleaded with the Lord his
God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your wrath blaze out against
this people of yours whom you brought out of the land of Egypt
with arm outstretched and mighty hand? Remember Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, your servants to whom by your own self you
swore and made this promise: I will make your offspring as
many as the stars of heaven, and all this land which I promised
I will give to your descendants, and it shall be their heritage for
ever.” So the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the
disaster he had threatened.

We start off with a fine argument between the Lord and Moses. ‘Your
people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt’, say the Lord to
Moses. ‘Your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt’, say
Moses to the Lord. Like parents, each blames the other for a misbehaving
child. As soon as Moses’ back was turned, Israel made itself an idol in the
form of a golden calf – or rather a golden bull, called a ‘calf’ merely to be
derisory – after the model of the local storm-gods. The principal point is
that, for all his blazing anger, the Lord cannot maintain his wrath against
the people to whom he has promised an eternal inheritance. Once again,
God changes his mind. His love of his people triumphs over his anger.
In the next chapter of Exodus he passes before Moses and cries out the
meaning of the name ‘the Lord’: a God of mercy and forgiveness, slow
to anger, rich in faithful love and constancy - a meaning of the name
which will echo throughout the pages of the Scriptures. This first reading
prepares us for the story of the Prodigal Son in the Gospel.
Is God always ready to forgive? Can anything stop his forgiveness?

Second Reading: Paul the Sinner
1 Timothy 1:12-17
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, and
who judged me faithful enough to call me into his service even
though I used to be a blasphemer and did all I could to injure and
discredit the faith. Mercy, however, was shown me, because
until I became a believer I had been acting in ignorance; and
the grace of our Lord filled me with faith and with the love that
is in Christ Jesus. Here is a saying that you can rely on and
nobody should doubt: that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners. I myself am the greatest of them; and if mercy has
been shown to me, it is because Jesus Christ meant to make
me the greatest evidence of his inexhaustible patience for all
the other people who would later have to trust in him to come
to eternal life. To the eternal King, the undying, invisible and
only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen

He received mercy
from the Lord.

We read the two letters to Timothy over the next seven Sundays. Many
scholars hold that, in accordance with a contemporary convention, the
letters to Timothy and Titus were not actually written by Paul, but by a
faithful disciple, still inspired by Paul, who puts what Paul would have
said in the particular circumstances the letters have to deal with. Paul
is represented as giving directions to his two principal co-operators in
their organisation of Church structures. These letters present a valuable
picture of the problems of the Church, a generation or two after Paul,
as (towards the end of the first century AD) they were settling into an
organisational pattern, and discerning how to live out their beliefs in the
context of a Hellenistic society into which they were born and which had
its own value system. In the present reading Paul’s open confession of his
ferocious way of life before his conversion to Christianity, and the mercy
he received from the Lord, pairs well with the record of divine mercy
in the other two readings. The final little confession of faith in Christ as
Saviour is one of the many declarations of Christological teaching which
we find in these letters and which enrich our understanding of the faith.
Such traditional formulations of doctrine are especially valued guidelines
for our knowledge of Christ and the Church.
Reflect on an occasion when the grace and mercy of God drew you
back from disaster.
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