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Fred’s Prayer
for the Week

Message
from the
Head Teacher
As you will be aware we
have had an inspection this
week by Ofsted. Frustratingly I am not allowed to
share the outcome with
you until the report is
officially
published.
What I can say is that
the
entire
school
community was able to
show just how wonderful
St Columba’s is. I remain a
very happy Head Teacher.
Part of the inspection
process is an analysis of the
responses on ParentView. I am
very grateful for the families
that responded – at last look
there were 105 of them! and I can report that 94%
of Parents/Carers who
responded
agree
or
strongly agree that their child is
happy in our school. you
can see the results of
Ofsted’s Parent View survey
on pages 4 & 5.
While I can share so
many “Good News” stories
about what happens at
St Columba’s I do live in
the real world. I know
that we don’t always get it
right and I know we always
listen to feedback and
respond to it. I’m concerned about the reported
behaviour of a few of our
students in the community.
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As a school we cannot escort
students home from school
-we have to rely on our
students behaving in the
ways our parents have taught
them and we support.
We do sometimes receive
complaints about students who, when we
investigate, turn out not to
be St Columba’s students
at all. We work in an
excellent
partnership
with the Safer Schools Police
- PC Lee is simply
brilliant. When we identify
any of our students we do
inform parents. Why should
the anti-social behaviour of
a few damage the excellent
name of the many?
Last Friday we were blessed
to have Brother Martin
from the Capuchin Friary
with us to talk to boys in the
Learning Resources Centre.
Mrs Brackstone’s report is
on page 6.
Yesterday, students representing
all
Bexley
schools made a brilliant
presentation
at
the
Bexley SEND Board. I have
the privilege of being on
the Board as Co-Chair
of the Bexley Strategic SEND
Sub-Group and I was
especially proud when
one of our students, Jude
from Form 9X, opened the
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Lord, we pray for wisdom for our world.
We pray for those who struggle for justice for the deprived and
despairing;
for governments that turn a blind eye to the effects of their
decisions on the world;
May the light of Christ be the source of wisdom for all the world
Through Christ our Lord. Amen
God bless, Fred (Chaplain)
presentation. His confidence and clarity was
incredibly impressive.

school throughout the day
and Mr Barry will report
on this in next week’s issue.

Careers
Advice
and
Guidance is a strong
feature
of
life
for
students here in St Columba’s and today Hannah
Jane Lewis has been giving a
presentation to the whole

Also next week we have our
Yr 10 Parents’ Evening. Only
seven families were unable
to attend the Yr 11 evening
last week, so the gauntlet
has been thrown down
for Yr 10! If you have a
son in Yr 10, please make
every effort to come along
and the best results for our
boys come when we work
in partnership with you at
home.

Parents’
Evenings 2019
All start
from 3:00pm

Mr N Fisher

Yr 10
Thursday 31 January ’19
Yr 9
Thursday 14 February ’19
Yr 8
Thursday 7 March ’19
Yr 7
Thursday 21 March ’19
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Wednesday 30th January
4.30pm - 7.30pm

01322 553236
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Monday
Tandoori chicken with rice and naan bread
Lentil Dhal with rice and naan bread
Seasonal vegetables

Tuesday

two
week commencing
28.01.18

Chocolate cake

Caribbean chicken with pineapple, rice and peas
Jamaican patties - chicken or beef
Sweet potato stew
Seasonal vegetables
bean
b
i
r
a
C
DAY
Pineapple upside down cake

Wednesday

Chicken and puff pastry pie with parsley new potatoes
Mushroom, potato and cheese pie
Seasonal vegetables

Thursday

Lemon slice

Sweet and sour pork with egg fried rice
Vegetarian Chow Mein
Seasonal vegetables
Raspberry sponge

Friday

Traditional fish and chips
Southern fried chicken with potato wedges
Cheese and tomato pizza
Chocolate croissants

A selection of sandwiches and baguettes are available and
Breakfast Club open from 7:50am - 8:20am daily.
01322 553236
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ParentView Survey
1. My Child is happy at this school

Strongly agree 69%
Agree 29%
Disagree 5%
Don’t know 1%

2. My child feels safe at this school

Strongly agree 56%
Agree 38%
Disagree 4%
Don’t know 2%

3. My child makes good progress at this school

Strongly agree 43%
Agree 48%
Disagree 6%
Strongly disagree 1%
Don’t know 3%

4. My child is well looked after at this school

Strongly agree 60%
Agree 33%
Disagree 4%
Don’t know 3%

5. My child is taught well at this school

Strongly agree 43%
Agree 51%
Disagree 1%
Strongly disagree 1%
Don’t know 4%

6. My child receives appropriate homework for their age

Strongly agree 40%
Agree 50%
Disagree 7%
Strongly disagree 1%
Don’t know 3%

01322 553236

More on page 5
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7. This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved

Strongly agree 62%
Agree 31%
Disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 1%
Don’t know 1%

8. This school deals effectively with bullying

Strongly agree 47%
Agree 33%
Disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 2%
Don’t know 13%

9. This school is well led and managed

Strongly agree 69%
Agree 29%
Disagree 2%
Don’t know 1%

10. This school responds well to any concerns I raise

Strongly agree 50%
Agree 33%
Disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 3%
Don’t know 9%

11. I receive valuable information from the school about my child’s progress

Strongly agree 63%
Agree 31%
Disagree 4%
Strongly disagree 1%
Don’t know 1%

12. Would you recommend this school to another parent?

Yes 93%
No 7%

01322 553236
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Brother Martin Visit
Brother Martin, a deacon
from Our Lady of the Angels
Capuchin Franciscan Friary
in Northumberland Heath
came to visit the students
in the library last Friday
lunchtime.
Many boys came along to
hear how Brother Martin had
joined the Franciscan Friary
and were really interested to
hear his life story. Unfortunately we ran out of time to
answer all the questions
raised, as there were so many.
Brother
Martin
was
really inspired by the
students’
interest
and
questions and hopes to
come back again to continue
where he had to leave off!
Mrs Brackstone
Learning Resources Centre

01322 553236
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Film & Camino Evenings
Film and Camino Evenings

Film & Camino Evenings

In February we have TWO social evenings on St Ignatius of Loyola:
at on the life of St Ignatius, the found1) Sat 2nd February: illustrated presentation
er of the Jesuits, by Tim Bowman in the context
at of the Camino Ignaciano and
his own walking pilgrimage from Bayonne, France to Ignatius’s cave at Manresa,
St John Fisher Church Hall
Spain; and
St John Fisher Church Hall
2) Sat 23rd February: movie48
on Thanet
St IgnatiusRoad
from his life of brutal violence and
48
Thanet
Road
debauchery to becoming one of the greatest saints
in the Church.

Bexley, DA5 1AP

Bexley, DA5 1AP

Both events will be held at St John Fisher Bexley Church Hall, charity stall (for
Saturday 23rd February only),01322-524813
admission
free, bar open & all welcome. Arrivals
01322-524813
from 7pm for 7:30pm starts.
www.stjohnfisherbexley.org
www.stjohnfisherbexley.org

Admission
Free- All
- AllWelcome
Welcome
Admission
Free

2019
2019
7:30 PM

7:00 PM
dates 7:00 PM
7:30 PM
arrivals start times
dates

arrivals

Wed 23-Jan
Christian
Wed 23-Jan
Unity Octave
Christian

Unity Octave

Sat 2-Feb

Sat 2-Feb &
&
Sat 23-Feb

Sat 23-Feb
Wed 13-Mar
&

Wed 13-Mar
Wed 20-Mar

&

Wed
20-Mar
01322 553236

start times

unfortunately for licence reasons the actual title of films

unfortunately
for licence
reasons
actual
of films
cannot be promoted
outside
of Stthe
John
Fishertitle
church
cannot be promoted outside of St John Fisher church

St Thomas Becket: Recently appointed, Thomas
St Thomas
Becket: Recently
appointed,
Thomas
the new Archbishop
of Canterbury
takes his
seriously andof
hisCanterbury
devotion to God
theduties
new Archbishop
takessoon
his
brings
him intoand
direct
withto
theGod
State
and
duties
seriously
hisconflict
devotion
soon
his lifelong
friend,
Henry
II, King
of England,
brings
him into
direct
conflict
with
the State and
leading
to
his
assassination
&
martyrdom
in 1170.
his lifelong friend, Henry II, King of England,
St Ignatius of Loyola & Camino Ignaciano (part 1):
leading to his assassination & martyrdom in 1170.
illustrated presentation by Tim Bowman on the
St Ignatius
of Loyola
Camino
life of St Ignatius,
the&founder
ofIgnaciano
the Jesuits,(part
in 1):
illustrated
presentation
by Ignaciano
Tim Bowman
onown
the
the context
of the Camino
and his
lifewalking
of St Ignatius,
thefrom
founder
of the
Jesuits,
pilgrimage
Bayonne
in France
to in
theIgnatius’
contextcave
of the
Caminonear
Ignaciano
andSpain.
his own
at Manresa
Barcelona,
St Ignatius
of Loyola
(part
2): movieinon
St
walking
pilgrimage
from
Bayonne
France
to
Ignatius.
As aatbrash,
hot-headed
soldier in a Spain.
time
Ignatius’
cave
Manresa
near Barcelona,
of politicalofupheaval
in Spain
the 1500’s,
St Ignatius
Loyola (part
2):inmovie
on Stthe
young Ignatius went from a life of brutal violence
Ignatius. As a brash, hot-headed soldier in a time
and debauchery, to become one of the greatest
of political
upheaval
in theChurch.
1500’s, the
saints in the
history in
of Spain
the Catholic
young
Ignatius
from
a life
St Philip
Neri went
(part 1):
movie
on of
thebrutal
famousviolence
and“Third
debauchery,
become
of of
the
greatest
Apostle oftoRome”
and one
leader
youth
in
saints
in thecentury.
historyOne
of the
Catholic
Church.
the 16th
of the
most popular
saints
of all time,
for movie
his greatoncharity,
deep
St Philip
Neriknown
(part 1):
the famous
founder
prayer
life, and
“Third
Apostle
oftremendous
Rome” andhumour
leader and
of youth
in
of
the
religious
congregation,
the
Oratory.
the 16th century. One of the most popular saints
St Philip Neri (part 2): featuring recap of part 1.

of all time, known for his great charity, deep
prayer life, and tremendous humour and founder
of the religious congregation, the Oratory.
St Philipwww.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
Neri (part 2): featuring recap
of part 1.
office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME
Day
Wednesday

Day
Thursday

Day
Thursday

Day
Wednesday

Day
Thursday

Day
Tuesday

Day

ART CLUB

Time

Room

Come and Create!
Mrs Archer

2:30 - 3:30pm

Ar2

BBC SCHOOL REPORT CLUB

Time

Room

Yr 7

Creating the News!
Miss Cox

2:30 - 3:15pm

En6

Year Groups

DEBATING CLUB

Time

Room

Practice debating skills
Miss Ransome

2:30 - 3:15pm

En4

Year Groups

DRAMA CLUB

Time

Room

All year groups just turn up!

Express yourself!
Ms Bridgland

2:30 - 3:15pm

Iona Theatre

ENGLISH

Time

Room

Writing Club
Mr Dennis

2:30 - 3:15pm

En3

HISTORY

Time

Room

History Skills Master Class
Mrs Loveday-Jones

2:30 - 3pm

Hi1

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Time

Room

Year Groups
All welcome

Year Groups

KS3

Year Groups
KS3

Year Groups
Open to all GCSE
History students

Year Groups

Wednesday

KS3

Computer Science Club
Mr Bowden

2:30 - 3:30pm

CS2

Thursday

KS4

Computer Science Club
Mr Williams

2:30 - 3:30pm

CS1

MUSIC CLUBS

Time

Room

Day
Thursday

Friday

Year Groups
All years

Choir Boys

Mr Watson

2:30 - 3:05pm

Mu2

Yr 7-8

Keyboard Club

Mr Watson

3:05 - 3:35pm

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

KS3

Keyboard Club

Mr Watson

2:30 - 3.15pm

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

2:30 - 3:45pm

Mu1

Yr 8-9

01322 553236

Music Tech Club
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Day
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Day
Tuesday

Year Groups
Yr 7, Yr 8, Yr 9
All years
Yr 10
All years

Year Groups
All welcome
All welcome

Wednesday

Thursday

New members
welcome any time

Yr 9, Yr 10

Yr 9 (from now
until Christmas)
Yr 8 Christmas to
Easter
Friday

Day
Wednesday

01322 553236

Yr 11

Year Groups
Yr 7

PE CLUBS
Rugby Training - Field Mr Eldridge, Fred Umney 2:45 - 3:45pm
Basketball - Sports Hall Mr Virgo
Football - Mr Eldridge
Youth Club - Sports Hall

2:45 - 3:45pm

2:45 - 3:45pm
Mr Creighton 2:45 - 3:45pm

RE

Time

Room

KS3 RE homework club
Mr Shoebridge

2:30 - 3:30pm

RE1

Boy’s Bible Club
Mr Olowofoyeku

2:30 - 3:20pm

RE3

Film Club
Mr Shoebridge
Mr Egan

2:30 - 3:40pm

RE1

KS4 GCSE Homework and
Revision Club
Mr Shoebridge
Mr Olowofoyeku

2:30 - 3:15pm

After School Enterprise Club
(business and enterprise)
Mr Barry

After School

RE2

GCSE Catch Up Sessions (Those
who missed various topics
in Y10 but not specifically
targeted)
Mr Barry

After School

RE2

IBLE

’S B
BOY

RE1
RE3

SCIENCE

Time

Room

Science Club
Miss Manning-Johnson

2:45 - 3:45pm

SC7

office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
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Wednesday 23rd January 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

Encountering Christ

The Parish Version

Prayerfully preparing for the
Sunday Mass and praying in
particular for our school families

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 27th January 2019 - The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

1

Relax & Remember

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you.
Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention
to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

2

Read

Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 27th January 2019 - Jesus Proclaims his Message (Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21)
Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of the events that have taken place among us, exactly as these were
handed down to us by those who from the outset were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, I in my turn, after carefully going over the
whole story from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered account for you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency may learn how well
founded the teaching is that you have received. Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; and his reputation spread
throughout the countryside. He taught in their synagogues and everyone praised him. He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought
up, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read, and they handed him the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found a place where it is written: The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He
has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to
proclaim the Lord’s year of favour. He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue
were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, “This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.”

3

Reflect

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
Today’s gospel passage starts the series of readings from Luke which will continue throughout the ordinary Sundays of the Year. It is
composed of two separate passages: first it gives Luke’s introduction to his gospel, in which he explains how and why he wrote it. Then,
jumping over the preparatory stories of Jesus’ infancy, baptism and testing in the desert, it comes directly to his programmatic manifesto in
the synagogue at Nazareth. The gospel is offered to Theophilus – a Greek name – and is written for gentile communities. So Luke stresses
that Jesus’ message is not just for Jews but for the peoples of the whole world. Twice in the second passage (Jesus’ manifesto in Nazareth)
Luke stresses that Jesus is moved by the Spirit of the Lord. As we see in the second reading, the Spirit was obviously at work in the early
Christian communities. This was no more than a continuation of the Spirit’s activity from the very beginning of the Christian movement.
In Luke’s stories of the annunciation, birth and infancy of Jesus the presence of the Spirit is constantly noted. In the earliest stories of the
Church in the Acts of the Apostles the same guidance by the Spirit directs every move.
Why did Jesus choose to read this passage from the scriptures?

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

4

Respond & Request

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general.
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org
01322 553236
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 27th January 2019

First Reading: Ezra Reads from the Law
Nehemiah 8:2-6. 8-10
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, consisting
of men, women, and children old enough to understand. This
was the first day of the seventh month. On the square before
the Water Gate, in the presence of the men and women, and
children old enough to understand, he read from the book from
early morning till noon; all the people listened attentively to the
Book of the Law. Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected
for the purpose. In full view of all the people - since he stood
higher than all the people - Ezra opened the book; and when he
opened it all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the
great God, and all the people raised their hands and answered,
“Amen! Amen!”; then they bowed down and, face to the ground,
prostrated themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the
Law of God, translating and giving the sense, so that the people
understood what was read. Then Nehemiah - His Excellency and Ezra, priest and scribe (and the Levites who were instructing
the people) said to all the people, “This day is sacred to the Lord
your God. Do not be mournful; do not weep.” For the people were
all in tears as they listened to the words of the Law. He then said,
“Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a portion to the
man who has nothing prepared ready. For this day is sacred to
our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.”

The Book of Nehemiah, from which today’s reading is taken, is the latest
historical book of the Hebrew Bible. It describes the re-establishment
of the People of Israel, now the Jews, in and around Jerusalem, on
their release from exile in Babylon. In the seventy years of exile they
had developed a way of life based on the Law and marked by Sabbath,
circumcision and ritual food; this distinguished them not only from the
Babylonians, but also from those inhabitants of Judaea who had not
been dragged into captivity. It was only those who were passionate for
the Lord and this way of life who returned to the ruins of Jerusalem.
Others stayed in more comfortable exile! Ezra, the expert in the Law, and
Nehemiah, commissioned by the King of Persia (in whose empire Judaea
lay), were at different times leaders of the community. In this scene Ezra
reads out and so promulgates the Law in Jerusalem, to the acclaim of the
people. What a contrast to the scene in the synagogue at Nazareth where
Jesus reads out the passage from Isaiah (the clue to his way of life and
that of his followers) - only to be rejected by his own people!
What does this reading from Nehemiah have to say to us about the
importance of God’s word?

Second Reading: The Body of Christ
1 Corinthians 12:12-14. 27
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a
single unit because all these parts, though many, make one body,
so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews
as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was
given to us all to drink. Nor is the body to be identified with any
one of its many parts. Now you together are Christ’s body; but
each of you is a different part of it.

Like parts of the body, none is
more important than any other.

Following directly on from last Sunday’s reading, Paul (in today’s
passage) shows just why the different gifts of the Spirit must be used
for the common purpose of building up the community. He compares
the community which lives with the life of the Spirit to a human body. For
the effective functioning of the human body each highly diverse organ
must play its part, contribute its own particular speciality. To prevent
the individual Corinthians becoming proud and possessive of their own
particular gifts, Paul stresses that, like parts of the body, none is more
important than any other. Is it less serious if your liver fails or your kidneys?
This comparison of a community to a human body is common in ancient
literature, but nowhere else is the community as a body described as the
body of a particular person in the way that Paul designates the Corinthian
Christian community as the Body of Christ. The Body which lives by the
life-principle of Christ’s Spirit is Christ’s own Body.
What makes the Body of Christ so different from any other body?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org

e: info@wednesdayword.org
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