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Last Friday we had our Yr 11 
Leavers Prom. As usual it was 
a great evening for the staff 
and students who attended 
from St Columba’s and also St 
Catherine’s.  All the students 
were beautifully turned out 
and it was at times, quite an 
emotional evening! Pictures 
can be found below and on 
page 2 but also on the Gallery 
tab of the school website.
 
This week we have had our 
‘Taster Days’ for Y6 students  
joining us in September.  
(see page 3) The transition  
from Primary to Secondary  
 

school can be daunting for 
some students so we do our 
best to smooth the transition 
and welcome them to the  
St Columba’s family. Older 
students help to make sure 
it’s a great experience for all.
 
Sadly, I am aware that a few 
students have brought shame 
to our community by their 
behaviour on the 401 bus 
and on the Broadway. These 
few individuals are unfairly 
damaging our good name  
in the local community.  
Parents and  Carers can I ask  
for your support? I  
 

understand that you cannot 
know exactly where your  
children are between home 
and school (and nor can we) 
but please can you take the 
time to discuss this issue with 
them. We are part of the local 
community and we share the 
responsibility to ensure our 
children behave.
 
Yesterday we had our  
KS3 Prize Giving evening.  
It’s fantastic to reward the 
success of so many students 
with their families and  
the Banner that the students 
created this year was stunning.  
 

We have some photos of the 
process and we will share 
them in the next issue.

Today,  the Science Department  
have taken students to  
Thorpe Park as a reward trip 
and next week are running  
the Science Fair -  See page 5  
for details. Also next week, Fred, 
Ms Holbrook, Mr Shoebridge  
and Mr Creighton are 
taking students on the  
Rome Trip. I look forward  
to hearing how they got on 
when they’ve caught up with 
their sleep on their return!

Mr N Fisher

Fred’s Prayer  
for the Week
Loving Father,
You sent your Son to all people.
Help us to respect and care for everyone.
When life is hard and discouraging,
Give us confidence in your love for us.
Amen

                                                 God bless,  Fred (Chaplain)

Surprisingly,  Vasco managed to find himself at the front of the group!
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PromPix!

Joel, Karl, Daniel 
and Daniel

Mr Sullivan attempting to 
emulate Vasco’s poise

James, Sam, Nathan 
and Luke

Fortune
Edward’s shoes!



Taster Days

Mr Eldridge and Mr Woodcock (B) welcoming pupils to their 
Taster Day on Wednesday

Drama!

Mr Eldridge with Thursday’s helpers, Jim, Tom, Malachy and Isaac
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Pupils from Barnehurst Junior School undertaking flame tests

Pupils from Barrington and Christchurch (Erith) 
in the library as the day starts

Listening intently

Pupils already hard at work in English



Ieauan at the start of the 4 x 100m relay

Damari & Tom Finn & JarvisTy
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Bexley Athletics Champions!
 
Students from Yr 7 and Yr boys competed in the Bexley Athletics 
Champs on Thursday, held at Erith Stadium. In glorious sunny 
weather, the boys’ behaviour and performances were exemplary. 
Provisional results show that the Yr 7 students came second of 
all the Bexley schools, so very well done to them! 

There is however, a stewards enquiry in place, which may mean 
that we are bumped up to First! (Perhaps a need of VAR? – Ed.)

 
Mr Virgo

Head of PE

Geography Field Trips

Yr 10 Geography students will be going on a field trip on either 
Monday 8  or Tuesday 9 July 2019 depending on the group  
they have been allocated to. Letters have already gone home 
informing them of which day they will be going on the trip.  
The trip is o collect primary data examining coastal defence 
strategies and their impact on the area as part of their GCSE 
requirement. 

This year we will are visiting Herne Bay on the Reculver Coast.
 
We will be leaving school at 9:00am and should be back by 
2.30pm on both days. All Yr 10 GCSE Geography students are 
required to attend. The contribution is £14.00 that will go  
towards the coach.
 

Mr Jackson
Head of Geography



 

 
 

SEND Teaching Assistant x 2  
 
The Governors of St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School are seeking to appoint two enthusiastic, highly motivated and passionate individuals to the role of SEND Teaching Assistant. St Columba’s is a high performing, Catholic comprehensive school which also caters for students with ASD, SLD, MLD, VI and PD. The successful candidates will play a part in the school’s ethos of whole school inclusion and will assist in realising the school’s vision.   

We are looking for someone who has: 
 A determination to make a difference   Excellent communication, organisational and interpersonal skills  A passion to improve the outcomes of all students  Be committed to inclusion and the development of young people  Previous experience of working with Visually Impaired students would be an advantage  

The role is for 25 hours per week Monday to Friday, 8:45 am to 2:30 pm (excluding break and lunchtime) and is term time only (39 weeks which includes INSET Days).   
The post is paid on London Borough of Bexley Scale 5 points 1-4 £21,591 – £21,9981 (paid pro rata to £12,780 – £13,010). 
 
St Columba’s is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Offers of employment are subject to a satisfactory enhanced DBS disclosure and other employment checks.  
This post is considered to be a customer-facing position; as such it falls within scope of the Code of Practice on English language requirement for public sector workers.  The school  therefore has a statutory duty under Part 7 of the Immigration Act 2016 to ensure that post holders have a command of spoken English sufficient for the effective performance of the job requirements.  

The school is committed to equality and diversity in employment practice and service delivery. Further details and an application form are available from the Academy Executive Secretary Mr Stone on 01322 553236 or bse@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk   
Closing date: Monday 15 July 2019 at 12:00pm Interviews: To be arranged 
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ST COLUMBA’S 
SCIENCE FAIR 

WHEN: 
July 9th 
6pm to 7:30pm 

WHERE: 
Science Area 
 

• ARE YOU THE NEXT ELON MUSK? 
• DO YOU ENJOY DISCOVING NEW 

THINGS RELATED TO SCIENCE? 
• ARE YOU THE NEXT STEVE JOBS? 
 
See Mr Bhana for more details. 

 

 
 
 
 
Y7 TO Y9 
EVENT BUT PARENTS ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND 

FIRST PRIZE: 
£100 IN GIFT 
VOUCHERS 
PER YEAR 
GROUP 
 

 
 
DATE: 9TH JULY 
SCIENCE AREA 
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TO ENTER THE 

‘TOUR DE THAMESMEAD’ PLEASE VISIT

www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk/whats-on/tour-de-thamesmead-cycling-event/

stephanie.turner@peabody.org.uk | 07852 944 643

@ActiveTmead         #thamesmeadcycling

BIKE SHUTTLES
START EVERY
30 MINUTES
FROM 10AM



Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Healthy Beef stew with herb scones
and mashed potatoes

Grilled cheese and vegetable quesadilla

Seasonal vegetables

Banana cake

Traditional fish and chips

Sweet chilli chicken wraps and potato wedges

Vegetarian grilled ciabatta

Iced croissants

Moroccan chicken,  
filled flat breads and salad

Chickpea and lentil cous cous

Seasonal vegetables

Steamed syrup pudding

Friday

Peppered chicken pasta bake

Beef and onion pasties and potatoes 

Chicken and pepperoni ‘paella’

Seasonal vegetables

Plain sponge with chocolate topping

NORTH 
AFRICAN 

DAY

Monday
Lincolnshire sausage, mashed potatoes,  

Yorkshire pudding and onion gravy

Vegetarian sausage,  mashed potatoes, Yorkshire 
pudding and onion gravy

Seasonal vegetables

Apple cake

A selection of sandwiches and baguettes are available and 
Breakfast Club open from 7:50am - 8:20am daily.

four
week commencing

01.07.19
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There are a few suggested steps you can take as 
parents and carers to ensure your child remains safe, 
however, and these include:

It is important to talk to your child, and the 5 activities 
mentioned can be completed with your child, not just 
imposed upon them - explain that this is in the interests 
of their safety. 

Such signs include, but are not 
limited to: 

• Going missing for prolonged periods of time 

• Coming home with cash and/or goods (for 
example designer trainers/clothing) that you 
have no knowledge of 

• Being in possession of an additional/new mobile 
phone – especially old, ‘non-smart’ phones 
(known as ‘Bricks’ or ‘Burners’) 

• Affiliation with new groups of friends that are 
unknown to you  

• Sudden behaviour changes and excessive 
secrecy  

• Packages delivered to your home address that 
are unexplained 

• ‘Looking after’ possessions for friends, e.g. 
mobile phones, bank cards, items of clothing  

• Unexplained bank account activity / transactions 
(your child’s and your account)

Nationally, young people continue to face increasing challenges and risks within their local communities.

Whilst Bexley remains one of the safest boroughs in London, it is vital that as parents and carers you are 
informed of the potential signs that your child may be at risk.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Your child’s school
Inform a member of staff and they will be 
able to support you. 

Contact the Police on 101

Crimestoppers: 
0800 555 111
crimestoppers-uk.org

Bexley Community Safety Team
Community.Safety@bexley.gov.uk

Sharon Gogag - 0203 045 3997
Sharon.Gogag@bexley.gov.uk

Amy Radford - 07964 113137
Amy.Radford@bexley.gov.uk

Fearless
Young person with concerns? 
Concerned about a friend? 

Fearless is a service that allows you to 
pass on information about crime 100% 
anonymously.

www.fearless.org

Have concerns?
If you are concerned that your child, or any young person, may be at risk then make contact with any of the following:

Monitoring Social Media accounts and activity

Monitoring mobile phones – call logs / 

messages / photos

Ensuring you know where your child is and who 

they are with

Being vigilant with bank accounts

Knowing what is in your child’s room
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

2:30 - 3:30pm Ar2Wednesday Come and Create!   
Mrs Archer

Day ART CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All welcome

 2:30 - 3:15pm En6Thursday Creating the News!  
Miss Cox

Day BBC SCHOOL REPORT CLUBYear Groups Time Room

Yr 7

2:30 - 3:15pm En3Thursday Writing Club         
Mr Dennis

Day ENGLISHYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:30pm CS1Thursday Computer Science Club  
Mr Williams

Day COMPUTER SCIENCEYear Groups Time Room

KS4

2:30 - 3pm Hi1Tuesday History Skills Master Class 
Mrs Loveday-Jones

Day HISTORYYear Groups Time Room

Open to all GCSE 
History students

2:30 - 3:15pm En4Thursday Practice debating skills 
Miss Ransome

Day DEBATING CLUBYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:15pm Iona TheatreWednesday Express yourself! 
Mr Warburton

Day DRAMA CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All year groups -  
just turn up!

Day MUSIC CLUBSYear Groups Time Room

2:30 - 3:05pm

2:30 - 3.15pm

Mu2

Mu1

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

Thursday

Friday

All years Choir Boys           Mr Watson

Music Tech Club 2:30 - 3:45pmYr 8-9

KS3 Keyboard Club     Mr Watson

3:05 - 3:35pm Mu3 / Keyboard RoomKeyboard Club     Mr WatsonYr 7-8
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2:30 - 3:40pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

RE1

RE2

RE1
RE3

RE2

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Film Club
Mr Shoebridge 
Mr Egan

KS4 GCSE Homework and 
Revision Club 
Mr Shoebridge  
Mr Olowofoyeku   

After School Enterprise Club 
(business and enterprise) 
Mr Barry

GCSE Catch Up Sessions (Those 
who missed various topics 
in Y10 but not specifically 
targeted)   
Mr Barry

After School

After School

New members 
welcome any time

Yr 9, Yr 10

Yr 11

Yr 9 (from now 
until Christmas)

Yr 8 Christmas to 
Easter

2:30 - 3:30pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

2:45 - 3:45pm

RE3

SC7

Tuesday

Wednesday

KS3 RE homework club  
Mr Shoebridge

Science Club   
Miss Manning-Johnson 

Boy’s Bible Club   
Mr Olowofoyeku

Day

Day

RE

SCIENCE

Year Groups

Year Groups

Time

Time

Room

Room

All welcome

All welcome

Yr 7

RE1

BOY’S BIBLE CLUB

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Rugby Training - Field   Mr Eldridge, Fred Umney   2:45 - 3:45pm

Basketball  -  Sports Hall   Mr Virgo    2:45 - 3:45pm 

Football  -   Mr Eldridge    2:45 - 3:45pm

Youth Club  -  Sports Hall    Mr Creighton   2:45 - 3:45pm

Day PE CLUBSYear Groups

Thursday

Yr 7, Yr 8, Yr 9

All years

All years

Yr 10
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After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
This is one of the very rare saints-days to displace the Sunday celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord, which shows its importance. In a way it 
is still a Feast of the Lord, for it is the feast of the Church. Peter is to be the Rock foundation of Jesus’ own people, for that is what we are. Christ 
has called us together as his own people, and he has promised that he will always be present in this Church, ‘when two or three are gathered 
together in my name’. So Christ is present even in an ordinary household trying to live together with Christ at their centre. Here Jesus makes 
the promise to Peter that what he binds on earth will be bound in heaven; his decisions will hold firm in the eyes of God. Later Jesus makes the 
same promise to the community itself. So Peter is the spokesman for the Christian community, voicing the decisions of the Church. At his last 
meeting with his disciples the risen Christ promises to be with them ‘till the end of the ages’; the bishops, as the successors of the apostles, are 
the channels of Christ’s presence among us now. So today is the celebration of Christ among us, his people.
How do you celebrate day by day this wonderful presence of Christ in our midst?

 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect

Taken from the Gospel for 30th June 2019 (Matthew 16:13-19): Peter the Rock
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples, “Who do people say the 
Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” “But you,” he said,”who do you say I am?” Then Simon Peter spoke up, “You are the Christ,” he said, 
“the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh 
and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I 
will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth 
shall be considered loosed in heaven.”

2 Read

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you. 
Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention 
to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 30th June 2019 - The Feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul

Wednesday 26th June 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

T h e  P a r i s h  V e r s i o n

Encountering Christ
Prayerfully preparing for the 
Sunday Mass and praying in 

particular for our school families

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 30th June 2019

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org          e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee – 01125628 © Copyright 2019 The Wednesday Word Trust

First Reading: Peter’s Narrow Escape

Acts 12:1-11
King Herod started persecuting certain members of the Church. 
He beheaded James the brother of John, and when he saw that this 
pleased the Jews he decided to arrest Peter as well. This was during 
the days of Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter in prison, assigning 
four squads of four soldiers each to guard him in turns. Herod meant 
to try Peter in public after the end of Passover week. All the time Peter 
was under guard the Church prayed to God for him unremittingly. On 
the night before Herod was to try him, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, fastened with double chains, while guards kept watch at the 
main entrance to the prison. Then suddenly the angel of the Lord stood 
there, and the cell was filled with light. He tapped Peter on the side 
and woke him. “Get up!” he said “Hurry!” - and the chains fell from his 
hands. The angel then said, “Put on your belt and sandals.” After he had 
done this, the angel next said,”Wrap your cloak round you and follow 
me.” Peter followed him, but had no idea that what the angel did was 
all happening in reality; he thought he was seeing a vision. They passed 
through two guard posts one after the other, and reached the iron gate 
leading to the city. This opened of its own accord; they went through it 
and had walked the whole length of one street when suddenly the angel 
left him. It was only then that Peter came to himself. “Now I know it is 
all true,” he said. “The Lord really did send his angel and has saved me 
from Herod and from all that the Jewish people were so certain would 
happen to me.”

This story is delightfully told: Peter is like a sleepy child, woken in the middle 
of the night. There are perhaps too many escapes from prison in the Book 
of Acts; Luke obviously enjoys this kind of story, and so would his audience. 
However, such narratives demonstrate the special protection which God 
exercises over the infant Church. Once James, the leader of the Jerusalem 
Church, had been executed, if Peter had gone too, the community would 
have been dangerously bereft. The presence of the angel signifies this special 
protection and divine intervention to ensure the continuance of the Church. 
Peter has already been leading the Church (he has introduced the centurion 
Cornelius, the first gentile convert) and he still has to take a leading part at 
the Council of Jerusalem, thereby ensuring the liberty of gentile Christians 
from observance of the full Jewish Law. After that Peter disappears from the 
scene. The tradition is strong that he was martyred in Rome, but we do not 
know where his apostolic role took him. Paul tells us that, while he himself 
was entrusted with the mission to the gentiles, Peter was entrusted with the 
mission to the Jews. The Jewish Christians were an important group among 
the first generations of Christians.

What do stories like this in the Acts of the Apostles tell us about the 
special place Peter occupied in the early Church?

Second Reading: Paul in the Evening of his Life

The Second Letter to Timothy was probably written in Paul’s name, rather 
than being directly authored by him. As Paul frequently does, this passage 
uses the images of sport, so popular in the ancient world: the arena, the race-
track and the winner’s crown. Paul gives full expression to his consciousness 
of the Lord’s power to save, and also to his longing for the completion of 
his own life in the Lord, balanced (as always) by his eagerness to do the 
Lord’s work in his mission here and now. This longing is at the heart of every 
Christian. Despite a human fear of death, we know that in the end we will be 
welcomed into the Lord’s embrace. The early Christians saw this ‘Appearing’ 
of the Lord in terms of a royal procession in the clouds, signalling the end 
of the world, but what we look forward to is not so much the dissolution 
of the universe but to a personal meeting with the Lord. This meeting will 
be awesome and daunting because we will be brought face to face with 
ourselves and see ourselves as we truly are – including all those faults and 
failures which we refuse to admit even to ourselves, yet conscious of the 
overwhelming comfort of forgiveness in the divine love.

What will it be like at the Lord’s ‘Appearing’?  Is it something for which 
you too long?

2 Timothy 4:6-8. 17-18
My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come 
for me to be gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the 
race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the 
crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those 
who have longed for his Appearing. The Lord stood by me and gave me 
power, so that through me the whole message might be proclaimed for 
all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The 
Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring me safely to 
his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

We will be welcomed into
the Lord’s embrace.


