
Fred’s Prayer  
for the Week
Heavenly Father,
You bring us to the beginning of a new day,
help us to appreciate the beauty that you have made.  
As we partake in the receiving of communion help
us now to grow in love of service for others, and that none
may love you less because of me.
Let me be a beacon of your love in all that I do and say.     Amen.   

                                                   God bless,  Fred (Chaplain)

Message  
from the 
Head Teacher
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Only one half term left of 
the Academic year …it goes 
so fast! Yr 11 continue to  
impress with their behaviour 
and positive attitudes during 
the GCSEs. 

Yesterday, when the 
school was closed to all 
the other students for  
Polling Day, they had an  
English Literature and an RE 
examination. As promised 
we provided a free lunch to 
keep them going. I’m pleased 
to let you know that many of 
them were grateful and went 
out of their way to say thank 
you!

If you have a son in Yr 11 
please continue to support 
them in their preparation for 
examination success.
 
You can read in this Weekly 
News the promised report on 
the Bloomberg trip – what a 
fantastic opportunity for our 
students!
 
School returns on Monday 
3 June at 8:30am as normal, 
have a great Half  Term.

Mr N Fisher

West End Trip to see The Lion King
 
The Drama Department will be running a trip 
to see the production of The Lion King on  
Wednesday 2 October 2019 at the great price of 
£35.50.  The trip will be open to students currently in  
Yr 7 and Yr 8. We will travel by coach during the 
school day and return to school at approximately 
6:30pm. 

Places are limited so in order to secure a place, please 
return the letter, which has already gone home with 
students, and make the payment on Parent Pay as 
soon as possible.
 
Mr Warburton
Head of Drama
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Bloomberg Business
Part1

On Wednesday 15 May,  
twenty Year 9 students 
were very fortunate to have 
been given the privilege of  
visiting Bloomberg quarters in  
Central London. We walked, 
then took the bus then train  
into London Cannon Street.

Upon our arrival at  
Bloomberg, we were all 
amazed by the high tech  
security that was involved 
in our entrance (we were  
given special passes to allow 
us to pass through security).  
Then, we embarked on a  
wonderful tour which  
really gave us some insight as 
to what is done at Bloomberg 
(they are a finance company 
that manage stocks and shares 
with a software package). 
Firstly, on the bottom floor, 
we were shown how the floor 
was designed to resemble  
Noah’s Ark (it is made  
entirely out of wood and it  
has a wonderful silver ceiling 
that reflects light like water). 
On that same floor, is the very 
central point of The City of 
London which is shown by 
three lines in the stone floor 
joining at one point (see picture 
bottom right).

Next, we used their very own 
lifts (back pack lifts) which 
were made completely out of 
glass and were very futuristic 

and reminded me of a scene 
from Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory. When we got to the 
first floor, we were absolutely  
gobsmacked. The space 
was not at all what we had  
imagined it to be (cramped) 
but it was so spacious and the 
floor had technology which 
meant that as you walked, 
your footsteps were muted,  
keeping the volume of sound 
in the room perfect for  
working conditions. They 
also had this really cool living 
wall where plants are grown,  
hydroponically (outside of 
soil) and it really does give a 
workspace a terrific vibe.

The building itself was  
given a 98.5% by the  
Building Research Establishment 
Environmental Assessment Method 
(BREEAM) which is the highest 
score ever to be achieved by 
any major office development.
  
This is due to inventions 
such as metal flowers (on the  
ceiling of every floor) that 
form the main component of a 
central cooling system which 
is almost 100% eco-friendly 
since there are no electrical 
components involved. 

We were even given the  
opportunity to visit the very 
famous Bloomberg News 
report centre (pic overleaf) where 
we were able to observe some 
of the processes  involved in 
getting us our daily news.
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A fish tank to put Mr Fisher’s to shame

Fortune and William receiving guidance with their programming
The coding lesson before students work on their games The centre of the City of London

Mr Barry reporting in to Reception

Students hard at work in the Coding room

Mentors working with students

The silver ceiling with light reflections playing on the wood
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Bloomberg Business  
Pt2

Our trip concluded when we 
were given a two hour be-
ginners course on coding. We 
had seventeen mentors work-
ing with us who were all so 
professional and caring - they 
understood our strengths and 
weaknesses and, they knew 
exactly how to enhance our 
coding skills. Thanks to them, 
we were all given the skills to 
design our very own, awe-
some, computerised, rock-pa-
per-scissors games!

The building is so futuristic 
and expensive that even the 
toilets created awe amongst 
us. It was honestly all so fas-
cinating and I really learned a 
lot.

I would like to send a very big 
thanks to Mr Barry and Mrs 
Sheridan who organised this 
truly amazing, inspirational 
trip and also, the wonderful 
and truly amazing mentors 
and our guide at Bloomb-
erg who made our visit tru-
ly memorable. Our special 
thanks goes to Jonathan our 
tour guide and Ellie from 
Bloomberg for working in 
partnership with us to give 
students from St Columba’s 
such valuable experiences of 
a wonderful work place like 
Bloomberg.

Sean  Yr 9
(Many of the photos taken by Ektoras)

Below are some of the things 
that were said about this 

wonderful trip by other Yr 9 
students on the trip:

“The trip to Bloomberg was fantastic 
and has greatly helped me in my 

computer science studies”  William 

“Learning about the buildings history 
and features was very interesting. Very 
eco-friendly and I would go again.” 

Jacob 

“The place was very modern but the 
best part was when we got to use 
computers (they were 32-inch)” 

Marlon 

“My trip to Bloomberg was great. I 
enjoyed the open plan architecture  
and they had a mirror and sink in  

every Bathroom!”  Louis 

“Our visit was Extravagant and we 
got a very good feel of the jobs  

to do with IT.”   Andrew 

“I finally decided to work for 
Bloomberg once I have finished  

my masters”  Ektoras 

“My visit to Bloomberg was  
fantastic. The people were really nice 

and I learned a lot.”  Thomas 

“A life changing experience” 
Kofi 

“The best time I have had in a while, 
a life changing experience” 

Fortune
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Ektoras thinking about advice received from his mentorThe Bloomberg TV studio

Bloomberg is global - these are the airports near their offices worldwide
The group being welcomed by tour guide Jonathan in Reception

The group on a balcony at the Bloomberg Building

Kofi hard at work on his Rock Paper Scissors game
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ST COLUMBA’S 
SCIENCE FAIR 

WHEN: 
July 9th 
6pm to 7:30pm 

WHERE: 
Science Area 
 

• ARE YOU THE NEXT ELON MUSK? 
• DO YOU ENJOY DISCOVING NEW 

THINGS RELATED TO SCIENCE? 
• ARE YOU THE NEXT STEVE JOBS? 
 
See Mr Bhana for more details. 

 

 
 
 
 
Y7 TO Y9 
EVENT BUT PARENTS ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND 

FIRST PRIZE: 
£100 IN GIFT 
VOUCHERS 
PER YEAR 
GROUP 
 

 
 
DATE: 9TH JULY 
SCIENCE AREA 
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Students warming up with  
fitness coach Tim Fanawopo
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Steak pie with mashed potatoes and gravy

Cheese and potato pie

Seasonal vegetables

Chocolate brownie

Beef Lasagne, garlic bread and salad

Grilled tomato and vegetable fusilli

Seasonal vegetables

Strawberry jam cake

Traditional fish and chips

Cajun chicken with potato wedges

Macaroni Cheese

Iced croissants

Spicy beef madras with vegetable rice

Chicken Balti slices

Vegetable curry with rice

Seasonal vegetables

Apple pie

Friday

Baked chicken ratatouille with potatoes or rice

Vegetarian ratatouille with potatoes or rice

Seasonal vegetables

Chocolate chip muffin

A selection of sandwiches and baguettes are available and 
Breakfast Club open from 7:50am - 8:20am daily.

three
week commencing

03.06.19
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There are a few suggested steps you can take as 
parents and carers to ensure your child remains safe, 
however, and these include:

It is important to talk to your child, and the 5 activities 
mentioned can be completed with your child, not just 
imposed upon them - explain that this is in the interests 
of their safety. 

Such signs include, but are not 
limited to: 

• Going missing for prolonged periods of time 

• Coming home with cash and/or goods (for 
example designer trainers/clothing) that you 
have no knowledge of 

• Being in possession of an additional/new mobile 
phone – especially old, ‘non-smart’ phones 
(known as ‘Bricks’ or ‘Burners’) 

• Affiliation with new groups of friends that are 
unknown to you  

• Sudden behaviour changes and excessive 
secrecy  

• Packages delivered to your home address that 
are unexplained 

• ‘Looking after’ possessions for friends, e.g. 
mobile phones, bank cards, items of clothing  

• Unexplained bank account activity / transactions 
(your child’s and your account)

Nationally, young people continue to face increasing challenges and risks within their local communities.

Whilst Bexley remains one of the safest boroughs in London, it is vital that as parents and carers you are 
informed of the potential signs that your child may be at risk.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Your child’s school
Inform a member of staff and they will be 
able to support you. 

Contact the Police on 101

Crimestoppers: 
0800 555 111
crimestoppers-uk.org

Bexley Community Safety Team
Community.Safety@bexley.gov.uk

Sharon Gogag - 0203 045 3997
Sharon.Gogag@bexley.gov.uk

Amy Radford - 07964 113137
Amy.Radford@bexley.gov.uk

Fearless
Young person with concerns? 
Concerned about a friend? 

Fearless is a service that allows you to 
pass on information about crime 100% 
anonymously.

www.fearless.org

Have concerns?
If you are concerned that your child, or any young person, may be at risk then make contact with any of the following:

Monitoring Social Media accounts and activity

Monitoring mobile phones – call logs / 

messages / photos

Ensuring you know where your child is and who 

they are with

Being vigilant with bank accounts

Knowing what is in your child’s room
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

2:30 - 3:30pm Ar2Wednesday Come and Create!   
Mrs Archer

Day ART CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All welcome

 2:30 - 3:15pm En6Thursday Creating the News!  
Miss Cox

Day BBC SCHOOL REPORT CLUBYear Groups Time Room

Yr 7

2:30 - 3:15pm En3Thursday Writing Club         
Mr Dennis

Day ENGLISHYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:30pm CS1Thursday Computer Science Club  
Mr Williams

Day COMPUTER SCIENCEYear Groups Time Room

KS4

2:30 - 3pm Hi1Tuesday History Skills Master Class 
Mrs Loveday-Jones

Day HISTORYYear Groups Time Room

Open to all GCSE 
History students

2:30 - 3:15pm En4Thursday Practice debating skills 
Miss Ransome

Day DEBATING CLUBYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:15pm Iona TheatreWednesday Express yourself! 
Mr Warburton

Day DRAMA CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All year groups -  
just turn up!

Day MUSIC CLUBSYear Groups Time Room

2:30 - 3:05pm

2:30 - 3.15pm

Mu2

Mu1

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

Thursday

Friday

All years Choir Boys           Mr Watson

Music Tech Club 2:30 - 3:45pmYr 8-9

KS3 Keyboard Club     Mr Watson

3:05 - 3:35pm Mu3 / Keyboard RoomKeyboard Club     Mr WatsonYr 7-8

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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2:30 - 3:40pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

RE1

RE2

RE1
RE3

RE2

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Film Club
Mr Shoebridge 
Mr Egan

KS4 GCSE Homework and 
Revision Club 
Mr Shoebridge  
Mr Olowofoyeku   

After School Enterprise Club 
(business and enterprise) 
Mr Barry

GCSE Catch Up Sessions (Those 
who missed various topics 
in Y10 but not specifically 
targeted)   
Mr Barry

After School

After School

New members 
welcome any time

Yr 9, Yr 10

Yr 11

Yr 9 (from now 
until Christmas)

Yr 8 Christmas to 
Easter

2:30 - 3:30pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

2:45 - 3:45pm

RE3

SC7

Tuesday

Wednesday

KS3 RE homework club  
Mr Shoebridge

Science Club   
Miss Manning-Johnson 

Boy’s Bible Club   
Mr Olowofoyeku

Day

Day

RE

SCIENCE

Year Groups

Year Groups

Time

Time

Room

Room

All welcome

All welcome

Yr 7

RE1

BOY’S BIBLE CLUB

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Rugby Training - Field   Mr Eldridge, Fred Umney   2:45 - 3:45pm

Basketball  -  Sports Hall   Mr Virgo    2:45 - 3:45pm 

Football  -   Mr Eldridge    2:45 - 3:45pm

Youth Club  -  Sports Hall    Mr Creighton   2:45 - 3:45pm

Day PE CLUBSYear Groups

Thursday

Yr 7, Yr 8, Yr 9

All years

All years

Yr 10

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk


 01322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk    www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs 9

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
The final chapter of Jesus’s sayings at the Last supper is a prayer which both gives meaning to the sacrifice which 
Jesus is about to make and at the same time is a meditation on the Lord’s Prayer. In today’s portion Jesus speaks 
to his Father (also ‘Our Father’) with that perfect love which he will express most fully in his acceptance of torture and 
death on the cross. The story of the Crucifixion is not a story of rejection, but is the story of the most perfect union of 
Father and Son in love and willing obedience. It will make the Name, that is the love, of the Father fully known 
(‘Hallowed be thy Name’). It will also grant Jesus that ‘glory which he had before the foundation of the world’ 
(Thy Kingdom come’). But the kingdom is not complete without those who believe in Jesus and belong to him. The completion 
of the Kingdom is the work of the Spirit which is to come upon the Church at Pentecost. The story of its completion is, 
with all its twist and turns, its failures, its chastisements and its recoveries, the history of the Church.
Which petition of the Lord’s Prayer is most important to you?
 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect

Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 2nd June 2019 (John 17:20-26): The Glory of Christ
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Holy Father, I pray not only for these, but for those also who through their words will 
believe in me. May they all be one. Father, may they be one in us as you are in me and I am in you, so that the world may believe it was 
you who sent me. I have given them the glory you gave to me, that they may be one as we are one. With me in them and you in me, 
may they be so completely one that the world will realise that it was you who sent me and that I have loved them as much as you 
love me. Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, so that they may always see the glory you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. Father, Righteous One, the world has not known you, but I have known 
you, and these have known that you have sent me. I have made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, 
so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, and so that I may be in them.’

2 Read

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you. 
Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention 
to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 2nd June 2019 - The Seventh Sunday of Easter

Wednesday 29th May 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

T h e  P a r i s h  V e r s i o n

Encountering Christ
Prayerfully preparing for the 
Sunday Mass and praying in 

particular for our school families

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 2nd June 2019

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org          e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee – 01125628 © Copyright 2019 The Wednesday Word Trust

First Reading: The Martyrdom of Stephen

Acts 7.55-60
Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at God’s right 
hand. ‘I can see heaven thrown open’ he said ‘and the son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God’.  At this all the 
members of the council shouted out and stopped their 
ears with their hands; then they all rushed at him, sent 
him out of the city and stoned him. The Witnesses put 
down their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. 
As they were stoning him, Stephen said in invocation, 
‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and 
said aloud, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them’; 
and with these words he fell asleep.

This reading fulfils a dual purpose. It reflects both on the position of 
Jesus after the resurrection, seated at the right hand of God, and 
on his first martyr, Stephen. These are the two inspirations of the life 
of the Church, here combined. The martyrdom of Stephen closely 
reflects the passion of Jesus: just as Jesus proclaims to the High 
Priest that he will see the Son of man seated at the right hand of 
the Father, so Stephen now sees Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. This image to describe the glory of the Risen Christ is drawn 
from Psalm 110 (Greek 109). In other writings of the New Testament, 
e.g. the Book of Revelation, the exalted Christ shares the very throne 
of God: there is one throne and one godhead. It is fitting that on the 
Sunday before Pentecost these two inspirations of the life of the 
Church should be combined, for the Church relies upon this vision 
of the glory of Christ, and in that confidence bears witness to the 
truth of the Gospel even to the extent of martyrdom, a word which 
in itself means ‘witness’.

How do I witness to Christ?

Second Reading: The Final Coming of Christ

The hope of a speedy second coming of Christ was especially 
vivid in the first generation of the Church. Paul envisaged (in 1 
Thessalonians 5) that in his own lifetime Christ would appear ‘on the 
clouds of heaven’ in a triumphal procession, to be joined by those 
Christians who were still alive. The final words of today’s reading 
may be translated either ‘the Lord is coming’ or ‘Come, our Lord’, 
depending on how the words of the Aramaic expression Maranatha 
are divided; in either case the expectation of Christ’s return is vivid 
and pressing. In the later writings of the New Testament the accent 
has changed, so that 2 Peter 3.8 says that for the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, and the stress is on the suddenness and 
unexpectedness of the final coming, ‘like a thief in the night’. The 
coming of the Lord which, in today’s reading, is to happen very soon 
is the coming of the Lord in the Spirit at Pentecost, for which we 
need to make ready and ‘have our robes washed clean’.

If Christ knocked on my door today, would I be ready?

Revelation 22.12-14, 16-17, 20
I, John, heard a voice speaking to me: ‘Very soon now, 
I shall be with you again, bringing the reward to be given to 
every man according to what he deserves. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End. Happy are those who will have washed their 
robes clean, so that they will have the right to feed on the 
tree of life and can come through the gates into the city.’ 
I, Jesus, have sent my angel to make these revelations 
to you for the sake of the churches. I am of David’s line, 
the root of David and the bright star of the morning. The 
Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ Let everyone who listens 
answer, ‘Come.’ Then let all who are thirsty come; all who 
want it may have the water of life, and have it free. The one 
who guarantees these revelations repeats his promise: 
I shall indeed be with you soon. Amen; come, Lord Jesus.

We need to make ready and ‘have our robes washed clean’.
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