
HAPPY 
EASTER!

 
Yes I know we are still 
in Lent … but this is 
the last Weekly News 
before we break for  
Easter. As you know our 
Easter break is shorter  
than many other local 
schools because we have 
had a longer October 
half-term break. Next 
year we are returning to 
the more usual one week 
October half term break 
because that is what we 
have been asked to do by 
our students. It seems that 
a few families have been 
surprised by our Easter 
holiday dates – but the 
school calendar is always 
available on the website 
and the term dates.
 
Some people would  
advise that that mixing  
politics with religion is 
a dangerous strategy. I 
do not agree - our faith 
should inform all that 
we do and our faith, if 

it is a living one, must  
include how we treat all  
of creation. Pope  
Francis, when he was 
recently in Brazil, gave  
advice on public  
policies and this caused 
me to reflect on our 
own current Brexit  
situation. The Pope said 
that public policies should  
guarantee the common 
good for all citizens.  
He explained that “all 
persons and institutions must  
feel that they are protagonists 
of initiatives and actions which 
promote” the well-being of  
everyone and everything, in  
order for them to reach “the 
fullest attainment of their  
perfection”. We are all  
entitled to our own  
opinions about Brexit – 
but whatever the eventual 
outcome I hope and pray 
that the common good 
is supported and our  
children have a positive 
and harmonious future.
 
Yesterday I had the  
honour of awarding Head 
of Year Commendation 

certificates and more  
silver ties to students in 
Yr 10 (see page 3). Our  
students are aspirational 
and there is a real desire 
to be awarded a silver 
tie as a symbol of their 
achievement.
 
Easter is a time for real 
celebration. We celebrate  
the fact that Jesus rose 
from the dead. His  
resurrection marks His 
triumph of good over 
evil.
 
As I allude to above, 
our term ends on  
Wednesday and it will  
finish as is usual with the  
whole school celebrating 
Mass together. After Mass 
students will be dismissed 
from noon onwards and  
I hope you and your  
families enjoy a happy 
and reflective Easter.
 
School will start again 
at 8:30am on Tuesday 23 
April.

Mr N Fisher

Fred’s Prayer  
for the Week
Lord, we pray for wisdom for our world.

We pray for those who are seeking to make the world a cleaner, 

safer and fairer place for all

May the light of Christ be the source of wisdom for all the world.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.    Amen

                                                      God bless,  Fred (Chaplain)

Message  
from the 
Head Teacher

 01322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk    www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs 1

St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School Week Ending  
Friday 05 April 2019

Issue CCXLIX
10 pagesWeekly News    

Everyone 
welcome!

Badminton and  
Table Tennis Club

EVERY 
THURSDAY

The Yr 11s had their 
last ever Commendation 

Assembly last Friday, 
too late for Weekly 

News so they appear on 
pages 2 & 3 this week. 

As our Twitter feed 
would have it, 

#WellDoneBoys!
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Yr 11 Commendations
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Yr 11 Samuel

Yr 11 Kieran

Yr 11 Nathan & James
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Yr10 Silver Ties 

Yr 11 Commendations

Yr 10 Head of Year Commendations
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Spencer, Harvey-Lee, 
Charlie, Jake, Roman and 
Head Teacher Mr Fisher

Yr 11 Group 
with Head of Year Mr Sullivan

Head Teacher Mr Fisher, Michael, 
Raphael, Jason, Auryn and Yohan
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KS3 Inter-House Handball

The boys in KS3 competed in the Form Handball Inter-house 
tournament this week. Over 160 students took part in the  
competition over the course of three days. In the Yr 7  
competition, More (top) battled through tough opposition to 
take the crown. In Yr 8 and Yr 9, Xavier displayed dominant  

 

performances to win the competition in their respective year 
groups. The next inter-house competition will take place in May 
when the boys compete in Table-Tennis.

Mr Virgo 
Head of PE
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Yr 9 XAVIER
Back - Jude, Jalees, Elijah, Destiny
Front - Mazell , Jamie, Michael

Yr 7 MORE
Back - Victor, Khani, Olaitan,  Kelvin, Jaden, Emeka

Front - Thomas, Prince, Remiel

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk


!

EXAM INVIGILATORS 

St Columba's Catholic Boys' School is a small Catholic comprehensive school for boys aged 11 – 16 in the 

London Borough of Bexley. The school’s ethos and vision is that every member of our school community is a 

unique and special creaCon of God. 

Ofsted found in January 2019 that St Columba's is a good school which provided ‘… a safe and welcoming 

community’ and that ‘warm and posiCve relaConships are a strong feature’. 

We are looking to appoint ExaminaCon Invigilators to oversee our public examinaCons.  Invigilators play a 

vital role in the smooth running of examinaCons and we are seeking candidates who are reliable, punctual, 

who can follow instrucCons (as laid down by Exam Boards and the School), work under pressure and can 

relate to and moCvate students.  

The role is paid at £9 per hour and the requirement will vary depending on the examinaCon Cmetable.  

To apply for this posiCon please download and complete the Support Staff ApplicaCon Form from the 

website – hXp://st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk/informaCon/vacancies  Completed forms should be emailed to 

bse@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  AlternaCvely, paper applicaCons can be sent direct to the school at the 

above address. 

References will be requested for those short listed ONLY and prior to interview. Only those shortlisted for 

interview will be contacted. 

The school is commiXed to safeguarding and promoCng the welfare of children and expect all staff and 

volunteers to share this commitment. Offers of employment are subject to a saCsfactory Disclosure and 

Barring Service check and other employment checks. 

The school is commiXed to equality and diversity in employment pracCce and service delivery. 

This post is considered to be a customer-facing posiCon; as such it falls within scope of the Code of PracCce 

on English language requirement for public sector workers.  The school therefore has a statutory duty under 

Part 7 of the ImmigraCon Act 2016 to ensure that post holders have a command of spoken English sufficient 

for the effecCve performance of the job requirements.  

Closing date: Wednesday 27 March 2019 noon  

Interviews: Thursday 28 March 2019 a"ernoon 

Training Day: Tuesday 7 May 2019 morning 

Exam period: Monday 13 May – Friday 28 June 2019 

!
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Monday

Tuesday

Steak pie with mashed potatoes and gravy

Cheese and potato pie

Seasonal vegetables

Chocolate brownie

Spicy beef madras with vegetable rice

Chicken Balti slices

Vegetable curry with rice

Seasonal vegetables

Apple pie

A selection of sandwiches and baguettes are available and 
Breakfast Club open from 7:50am - 8:20am daily.

three

week commencing
08.04.19
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

2:30 - 3:30pm Ar2Wednesday Come and Create!   
Mrs Archer

Day ART CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All welcome

 2:30 - 3:15pm En6Thursday Creating the News!  
Miss Cox

Day BBC SCHOOL REPORT CLUBYear Groups Time Room

Yr 7

2:30 - 3:15pm En3Thursday Writing Club         
Mr Dennis

Day ENGLISHYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:30pm

2:30 - 3:30pm

CS2

CS1

Wednesday

Thursday

Computer Science Club    
Mr Bowden

Computer Science Club  
Mr Williams

Day COMPUTER SCIENCEYear Groups Time Room

KS3

KS4

2:30 - 3pm Hi1Tuesday History Skills Master Class 
Mrs Loveday-Jones

Day HISTORYYear Groups Time Room

Open to all GCSE 
History students

2:30 - 3:15pm En4Thursday Practice debating skills 
Miss Ransome

Day DEBATING CLUBYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:15pm Iona TheatreWednesday Express yourself! 
Ms Bridgland

Day DRAMA CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All year groups -  
just turn up!

Day MUSIC CLUBSYear Groups Time Room

2:30 - 3:05pm

2:30 - 3.15pm

Mu2

Mu1

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

Thursday

Friday

All years Choir Boys           Mr Watson

Music Tech Club 2:30 - 3:45pmYr 8-9

KS3 Keyboard Club     Mr Watson

3:05 - 3:35pm Mu3 / Keyboard RoomKeyboard Club     Mr WatsonYr 7-8

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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2:30 - 3:40pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

RE1

RE2

RE1
RE3

RE2

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Film Club
Mr Shoebridge 
Mr Egan

KS4 GCSE Homework and 
Revision Club 
Mr Shoebridge  
Mr Olowofoyeku   

After School Enterprise Club 
(business and enterprise) 
Mr Barry

GCSE Catch Up Sessions (Those 
who missed various topics 
in Y10 but not specifically 
targeted)   
Mr Barry

After School

After School

New members 
welcome any time

Yr 9, Yr 10

Yr 11

Yr 9 (from now 
until Christmas)

Yr 8 Christmas to 
Easter

2:30 - 3:30pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

2:45 - 3:45pm

RE3

SC7

Tuesday

Wednesday

KS3 RE homework club  
Mr Shoebridge

Science Club   
Miss Manning-Johnson 

Boy’s Bible Club   
Mr Olowofoyeku

Day

Day

RE

SCIENCE

Year Groups

Year Groups

Time

Time

Room

Room

All welcome

All welcome

Yr 7

RE1

BOY’S BIBLE CLUB

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Rugby Training - Field   Mr Eldridge, Fred Umney   2:45 - 3:45pm

Basketball  -  Sports Hall   Mr Virgo    2:45 - 3:45pm 

Football  -   Mr Eldridge    2:45 - 3:45pm

Youth Club  -  Sports Hall    Mr Creighton   2:45 - 3:45pm

Day PE CLUBSYear Groups

Thursday

Yr 7, Yr 8, Yr 9

All years

All years

Yr 10

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
Why this reading from John in the middle of the Year of Luke? All the other gospels during this Lenten season have been from Luke. 
The answer is that it is an independent, floating story which does not even fit into the Gospel of John. In early manuscripts of the gospels 
this story moves around and is found in various places before it becomes anchored as an example of Jesus’ teachings just after he says, 
‘Our Law does not allow us to pass judgement on anyone without first giving them a hearing’ (John 7:51). It is appropriate for this Year 
of Luke because the tone of the story and the theme of welcome for the repentant sinner are both thoroughly Lukan, a theme which is 
constantly stressed in Luke’s Gospel (for example, in the Parable of the Prodigal Son). What did Jesus write on the ground, or was it that 
he was just doodling to allow the accusers time to reflect on their self-righteousness? The latter is certainly one of the main concerns of 
St Luke’s Gospel, where it is made clear that you cannot be a follower of Christ without first admitting your sinfulness: when Peter meets 
Jesus, he tells Jesus to go away, because he (Peter) is a sinner; Zacchaeus recognises that he is a sinner and promises to make multiple 
restitution for his embezzlements; the woman at the supper weeps for her sins at Jesus’ feet.
Why do you think Jesus wrote on the ground? Do I find myself judging others too quickly and too often?
 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect

Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 7th April 2019 - The Woman Taken in Adultery (John 8:1-11) 
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared in the Temple again; and, as all the people came to him, he sat 
down and began to teach them. The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who had been caught committing adultery; 
and making her stand there in full view of everybody, they said to Jesus, “Master, this woman was caught in the very act of 
committing adultery, and Moses has ordered us in the Law to condemn women like this to death by stoning. What have you to say?” 
They asked him this as a test, looking for something to use against him. But Jesus bent down and started writing on the ground 
with his finger. As they persisted with their question, he looked up and said, “‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be 
the first to throw a stone at her.” Then he bent down and wrote on the ground again. When they heard this, they went away one 
by one, beginning with the eldest, until Jesus was left alone with the woman, who remained standing there. He looked up and 
said, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she replied. “Neither do I condemn you,” said Jesus. 
“Go away, and don’t sin any more.”

2 Read

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you. 
Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention 
to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 7th April 2019 - The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Wednesday 3rd April 2019 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

T h e  P a r i s h  V e r s i o n

Encountering Christ
Prayerfully preparing for the 
Sunday Mass and praying in 

particular for our school families

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request

mailto:office%40st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk?subject=
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 7th April 2019

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org          e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee – 01125628 © Copyright 2019 The Wednesday Word Trust

First Reading: The New Exodus

Isaiah 43:16-21
Thus says the Lord, who made a way through the sea, a path in the 
great waters, who put chariots and horse in the field and a powerful 
army, which lay there never to rise again, snuffed out, put out like a 
wick: “No need to recall the past, no need to think about what was 
done before. See, I am doing a new deed, even now it comes to light; 
can you not see it? Yes, I am making a road in the wilderness, paths 
in the wilds. The wild beasts will honour me, jackals and ostriches, 
because I am putting water in the wilderness (rivers in the wild) to 
give my chosen people drink. The people I have formed for myself 
will sing my praises.

During Lent we have been working through the story of Israel preparing – or 
being prepared – for the coming of Christ: we have heard of Adam, Abraham, 
Moses, the monarchy, and now we hear of the promise of a new beginning. 
For that is what Easter is. This part of Isaiah was written during the Exile of 
the Jews in Babylon, a traumatic event which seemed to them to be the 
end of all their hopes; it seemed to be permanent condition of exile and 
slavery, far from their beloved Jerusalem - ‘There we sat and wept,’ says 
the Psalmist. But the prophet (whose work is attributed to Isaiah) set out to 
re-invigorate them with the promise that they would return to Jerusalem, and 
that the wonders of the Exodus from Egypt would be renewed. There would 
be a new road across the desert and miraculous supplies of water for the 
travellers. The desert would bloom afresh (for the slightest supply of water 
brings the withered plants to life in the spring), and the curious beasts of 
the desert, jackals and ostriches, would praise the Lord. There is a lesson 
for us too. Our trust in God teaches us – and our own experience eventually 
grudgingly reinforces this – that seemingly total disaster can become a 
source of strength and instruction.

In what way would you wish to be transformed by the new beginning 
of Easter?

Second Reading: Pushing Ahead for Olympic Gold

As we prepare for the celebration of the Passion next week, we read of Paul’s 
own struggle in this letter to his special friends at Philippi in Northern Greece. 
He is tired, probably already quite elderly, and longs to finish his race and be 
with Christ in tranquillity. The games and athletic contests were the football 
tournaments of the ancient world. Corinth, where Paul spent so long, was the 
centre for the Isthmian Games (more important at the time than the Olympics) 
and Paul often uses imagery of running and even boxing. He knows the thrill 
of the contest, but at the same time he recognizes that all our power comes 
from the Resurrection of Christ. Christ endured and was raised by the Father. 
Often for us Christianity consists of also enduring – enduring slights, insults 
or neglect and replying with a cheerful word or gesture which dissolves the 
hurt and seeks to renew friendship and genuine relationship. There is no need 
aggressively to turn the other cheek; it needs more of the courage of Christ to 
reply with a positive advance. If I can bring myself to ask, ‘What would Jesus 
have done?’ I am already sharing in his strength. In this way, the aggression 
of the athlete is redirected!

Apart from his suffering and death, what do you find most inspiring 
about Jesus’ life-story and his character as portayed in the gospels?

Philippians 3:8-14
I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme 
advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him I have accepted 
the loss of everything, and I look on everything as so much rubbish 
if only I can have Christ and be given a place in him. I am no longer 
trying for perfection by my own efforts, the perfection that comes 
from the Law, but I want only the perfection that comes through faith 
in Christ, and is from God and based on faith. All I want is to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and to share his sufferings 
by reproducing the pattern of his death. That is the way I can hope to 
take my place in the resurrection of the dead. Not that I have become 
perfect yet: I have not yet won, but I am still running, trying to capture 
the prize for which Christ Jesus captured me. I can assure you my 
brothers, I am far from thinking that I have already won. All I can say 
is that I forget the past and I strain ahead for what is still to come; I 
am racing for the finish, for the prize to which God calls us upwards 
to receive in Christ Jesus.

All our power comes from
the Resurrection of Christ.
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