
Fred’s Prayer  
for the Week
Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift,
The gift of His own Son,
Who loved us and gave Himself for us.
Help us to understand the meaning of his great sacrifice,
So that we may be drawn closer to you,
And because of Him, become more like you.   Amen                                         

God bless,  Fred (Chaplain)

St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School Week Ending  
Friday 09 November 2018

Issue CCXLIV
17 pagesWeekly News    

“People say nothing 
is impossible, but I do 
nothing every day.”

Winnie-the-Pooh
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Message  
from the 
Head Teacher

Our Yr 9 Geographers have 
been studying plate tecton-
ics since their return in Sep-
tember and were tasked with 
creating some volcano models 
during the half term. As you 
can see the end products were 
nothing short of fantastic! 

A huge well done to all boys 
(and parents) who managed 
to make a successful mod-
el. Special mention to Clay-
ton who managed to make a  
brilliant creation - out ofcake!
 

Mr Creighton
Geography Teacher

Volcanoes!!

Yr 9 volcanologists (including Clayton and his cake) 
pointing to their favourite model

We have been a  
“growth mindset” school 
years before it became 
trendy. Our school vi-
sion speaks clearly about 
challenge and enabling  
everyone to achieve their 
best – with no limit on what 
can be achieved. Winnie 
the Pooh may have missed 
the point …but he is right  
nothing is impossible. Every 
child deserves to feel suc-
cessful and we do our very 
best to make that possible. 
The ethos and culture of 
our school supports every 
individual to work towards 
achieving their dreams.
 
Our many extracurricular 
activities provide opportu-
nities for learning, devel-
opment and fun. Just be-
fore half term we had our 
Yr 9 Dragons’ Den – a won-
derful event supported by 
a friendly bunch of Drag-
ons that included a Gover-
nor, an ex-student and the 
spouse of a member of staff. 
A report from Mr Barry can 
be found on page 4.

During Half term we had 
our trip to Iceland organ-
ised by Mr Bhana and his 
team of staff – a fantastic 
experience for our stu-
dents.  A report is on page 3.  
Mr Bhana, who is rapidly 
turning into our School 
Trip Correspondent, also 
reports on taking his Yr 11 
class to the Body Worlds ex-
hibition in London just be-
fore half-term.   His report, 
and Nathan’s contribution, 
can be found on page 2.  
 
This week we have been 
awarding our students with 
their Progress Stars (see 
pages 5&6) in recognition of 
wonderful A2L (Attitude to 
Learning) grades. As a par-
ent or carer you can log in 
24/7 to this data, and much 
more, using the SIMs app.
 
We received the certificate 
(shown on page 8)  from MIND 
as a thank you for the funds 
students raised last June on 
the Non-Uniform day.  Our 
students do respond very 
positively when opportu-
nities to care and share are 
placed in front of them. I’m 
sure you are as proud of 
them as we are!
 

 
The safety of our students is 
paramount – so please sup-
port them by reinforcing 
what we say in school about 
road safety as the weath-
er deteriorates and the 
nights get darker.  Yr 7 were  
reminded of this on Tuesday 
in the performance they 
watched in the Hall. Head  

of Year Mr Eldridge  
organised this and writes on  
page 2.
 

..oh and don’t forget…. Just 46 
sleeps until Christmas!

Mr N Fisher
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Body Worlds - 
Is it Art or is it Science? 

Further investigation was 
needed therefore on the 19 
October, Mrs Natali, Mrs 
Johnson and I took our sep-
arate science students to an 
exhibition in the city called 
Body Worlds. The exhibi-
tion has received global at-
tention due to the nature of 
the exhibits, namely human 
bodies. The human bodies 
were plasticized by a poly-
mer based product which 
provided our students with 
detailed anatomy and phys-
iological structures. Due to 
the special process, the bod-
ies do not decompose. 

Going beyond the classroom 
to observe the anatomy of 
humans enlightens our stu-
dents as to how the body 
functions, what diseases we 
could encounter during our 
lifetime, and also the long-
term impact of addiction 
on our bodies.  The students 
were fascinated by the expe-
rience and truly had an awe-
some day, although some 
of them may have regarded 
their lunch as a highlight. 
Nathan has written a few 
words opposite 
Mr Bhana
Head of Science

Road Safety

On Tuesday Yr 7 were  
given a performance by 
 Bexley theatre production 
team about road safety. 

The boys learnt about the 
dangers of the road and how 
to get to and from school  
safely. 

Students thoroughly en-
joyed the performance and 
the Q&A session afterwards.  
I hope that messages they 
learnt will stay with them on 
their travels.
 

Mr Eldridge
Head of Year 7 

The whole group outside Body Worlds
Mandatory Science Selfie Mr Bhana 
with Chief and Christopher

Joe and Nathan showing their  
dedication to lunch!

Students participating in the  
Q&A session afterwards

Performance in full flight!

On Friday the triple science class 11St1 went to Body Worlds 
in Piccadilly Circus for the day. This is an exhibition of 
the human body with real dead bodies that have been  
preserved in some plastic coating. It was a really inter-
esting trip, looking at the internal organs of the human  
body and how each part works to maintain life.

I have to be honest that when I saw the dead bodies it 
did weird me out a bit but nonetheless it was still re-
ally cool.  I think I can say on behalf of my class mates 
that it was a really awesome trip. The best part was the  
McDonald’s after... joking! (or is he? Ed.) Thank you to the 
Science Department for this really good trip.        

Nathan 11F
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Iceland Trip

During the October half 
term break, twenty eight stu-
dents were accompanied by 
me and three other members 
of staff to Iceland for a five 
day school trip. It was truly 
one of the most memorable 
trips that I have ever been on. 
Departing school at 3:00am 
was difficult to contend with 
but the boys were filled with 
excitement resulting in the 
departure time being soon 
forgotten.
 
Our first day in Iceland was 
occupied by visiting the cap-
ital city, Reykjavik. The city 
clearly provides evidence of 

the Iceland’s Viking heritage 
and this was prevalent in  
buildings that could be seen 
around the capital. We vis-
ited the popular Hallgrím-
skirkja Cathedral which is 
striking in its appearance as 
it was completely manufac-
tured from concrete.
 
The rest of our time was 
filled by undertaking the 
various tours around the 
island which included the 
Golden Circle Tour and the 
Southern Island Tour. These 
tours included visiting gey-
sers, dormant volcanoes and 
hot springs.  It was an op-
portunity for our students 
to relish the natural beauty  

that Iceland has to offer. I am 
sure all the boys greatly en-
joyed the trip itself;  the ex-
perience of being away from 
home for the first time to-
gether with the opportunity 
to travel internationally, was 
also a fantastic way to devel-
op character.
 
I  would like to take this 
opportunity to thanks Mrs 
Natali, Mrs Kallend and Mr 
Davies for accompanying 
me on this trip and making 
it such a memorable experi-
ence. Letters for next year’s 
trip will be out soon, watch 
this space!

 Mr Bhana
Head of Science

L to R - Mrs Kallend, Mr Bhana, Mr Davies and 

Mrs Natali wrapped up warm

Boarding the flight at 

Gatwick

The Kerid Crater, an extinct volcano

The Stokkard Geyser

Mrs Kallend and students under the geyser

The beautiful Guillfoss Waterfall

The Blue Lagoon - not as tropical as 
the name suggests!

The flight home

Hiking in the geothermal area in the south of Iceland



Careers Education at St Columba’s School aims to build con-
fidence and encourage aspiration by developing students’ 
attributes and skills that they will need in the work place.
 
The Peter Jones Foundation was founded by successful en-
trepreneur and star of Dragons’ Den, Peter Jones CBE. He 
shares our belief that with the right mix of support and op-
portunity, every young person has the potential to achieve 
great things and the right to a brighter future. 
 
The Tycoon Enterprise Competition is a unique national en-
terprise competition. It offers the support and opportunity 
for students in teams to experience writing a business plan 
and pitch. The best teams are awarded an investment loan of 
money to kick start a business and they then compete against 
other student companies. The Peter Jones Foundation ‘Tycoon 
Enterprise Competition’ was announced in assembly four weeks 
before Dragons’ Den. Students had to organise a team from 
their Form Group, create a business idea, name and logo. 
Students then developed a business plan which they upload-
ed onto an online platform www.tycoon.com together with 
a ‘pitch’ video.

The students were very independent and developed a num-
ber of enterprise skills that will benefit them in school,  
further education, training and the workplace.

The Year 9 Dragons’ Den took place on Thursday 18 
October. Seven business teams (one from each Year 9 
Form Group) pitched their business ideas to six  
Dragons from the world of Business to try to win a 
share of £1000 investment.

Head Teacher’s Welcome

Mr Fisher opened the event and welcomed over 100 stu-
dents, staff and governors, parents, family and friends. He 
took the opportunity to inform everybody there that the 
progress results for the GCSE exams which had just been 
released placed the school as the no.1 boys’ school in Bexley.

Year 9 Businesses

And the winners were...... 

Dragons

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the ‘Dragons’ 
who gave up their time to support our students and the Year 
9 Dragons Den Event. You are very welcome members of our 
St Columba’s Family.

Enterprise Capabilities:

• Being creative  • Problem solving 

• Aiming high  • Staying positive and being resilient 

• Listening and understanding    • Presenting 

• Working in a team  • Leading 

James Kelly: Former CEO and Chairman:
James has worked within the recruitment industry 
for over 30 years and is currently the Chairman of NP 
Group. Previously James was Chief Executive Officer 
of Lorien, a specialist technology recruitment com-
pany. Lorien grew to become the largest provider of  
technology managed recruitment solutions. 

Emmanuel Grillo: Director:
Currently the Director of West African Careers, Emma-
nuel has just under 20 years’ experience in Business to 
Business Sales and Recruitment. West African Careers 
is a business and careers resource for diaspora based 
entrepreneurs and professionals of West African origin, 
and those with an interest in the region. 

Chris Shine: Senior Recruitment Specialist:
Chris has been in the recruitment industry for over 
5 years. Chris has recently started a new healthcare 
recruitment agency focused on becoming the home 
of recruitment for Allied Health Professionals. He has 
developed a deep knowledge of this market, as well as 
the knowledge of start-ups including; the logistics and 
strategies that go into starting up a business!

Careers Education | Peter Jones Foundation - Tycoon Enterprise Competition 

£1000 of investment won in Dragons’ Den but more importantly  
students in Year 9 developed skills that will last them a lifetime. 

Anne- Marie Martin: Founder and Director
Anne-Marie Martin started her first Business 15 years 
ago teaching dance to toddlers, after starting as a single 
class the company now has 44 franchisees across the 
whole of the U.K.  Anne-Marie also owns a multi-use 
family centre in South East London called ‘under 1roof 
kids’. Anne-Marie is also actively involved in various  
organisations mentoring and advising start-up  
businesses and those exploring franchising.

Micheal Oladokun: Founder and Company Owner:
Michael founded and owns a company called Davics 
Tech. Micheal was a student at St Columba’s School 
from 2009 and 2014. On the 5th of October 2018, 
he launched his Technological Company called  
Davics Tech www.davicstech.co.uk.  He also released 
his first revolutionary product - a potable wireless 
phone charger called the Davics Mother box.

Gavin Kendall: Self-Employed Criminal Defence Lawyer:
Gavin has been involved in the legal industry all his 
professional life spanning over 20 years. This began 
with Gavin managing three major law firms in Lon-
don before qualification.  Since qualification, Gavin has 
represented many clients in respect of the full spec-
trum of criminal offences including murder and ter-
rorism offences. Gavin is also a Governor of the school. 

William in Year 10 played his clarinet beautifully as  
people arrived and during the interval. We would like to thank  
William for sharing his talent with us! 

The teams who won investment were awarded with a cheque 
for £250 to invest and grow their business. Trading will take 
place between the 5 November and 14 December 2018.

And the runners up..... 

The teams who failed to win investment were reminded by 
Mr Barry of a quote from Nelson Mandela:

     “Do not judge me by my success, judge me by how many 
times I fell and got back up again”

Mr Barry thanked Mrs Egan, Mr Joy, Mr Dunn and Fred for 
working ‘behind the scenes’ and making the hall look so  
fabulous; Ms Holbrook for helping the students with their 
planning; the Dragons for their support and their challeng-
ing questions; William for sharing his talent on the Clarinet  

and Family and Friends for supporting the event and making 
a great audience. Most of all he thanked the students in Year 
9 for their enthusiasm and hard work – “It was a privilege 
working with you”. 

9C: Chris, Tarryn, Marlon

9F: Elijah, Sean, Ben, Charlie

9M: Joseph, Jayson, Lewis, Tyler

 9L: Sean, Andrew, Nathaniel, Cian

9X: Jason, Daniel, Charlie, Nikil

 9L: Sean, Andrew, Nathaniel, Cian

9B: Toby, Kofi, Alfie, William
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Yr 7 Red Progress Stars

Yr 7  Yellow Progress Stars

Progress Stars!
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Yr 10 Progress Stars

Yr 8 Progress Stars

More Progress Stars!
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Cottage Pie

Spicy Italian meatballs with spaghetti, 
garlic bread and salad

Veggie burgers with salad and potatoes
Seasonal vegetables

Blueberry muffin

Roast chicken, roast potatoes,  Yorkshire pudding and gravy

Vegetarian Lasagne

Veggie burgers with salad and potatoes
Seasonal vegetables

Apple crumble

Traditional fish and chips

Chicken Korma with rice

BBQ chicken with potato wedges 
Seasonal vegetables

Chocolate croissants

one
Oriental Beef and broccoli stir-fry

Stir-fried vegetables and rice
Veggie burgers with salad and potatoes

Seasonal vegetables

Iced sponge cake

Friday

Mexican chilli with seasoned potato wedges

Chicken Fajitas with peppered rice 
Five Bean Chilli with plain rice

Seasonal vegetables

Chocolate muffin

A selection of sandwiches and baguettes are available and 
Breakfast Club open from 7:50am - 8:20am daily.

week commencing
12.11.18 
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Red Dead 
Redemption II
 
I am guessing that most adults will not 
be familiar with the latest online game, 
but your sons will be! What else do they 
know about mobile technologies, on-
line games and social media that you do 
not? Hopefully you were able to attend 
our eSafety parents briefing earlier this 
term but if you were not I am includ-
ing helpful advice on how to keep your  
children safe in Weekly News. 

This week I have included a leaflet from 
Childnet International called ‘Supporting 
young people online’. Do have a look and 
please feel free to contact the school if 
you have any further questions. (The 
leaflet is also available in twelve other 
languages so please do let us know if 
you’d prefer the leaflet in another lan-
guage.)

Mr B Woodcock
Deputy Head Teacher

 

The internet – an inspiring and positive place  The internet is an amazing resource which enables children and young people to connect, communicate and be creative in a 
number of different ways, on a range of devices. However, the internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date 
with your children’s use of technology can be a challenge. You may sometimes feel that your child has better technical skills than 
you do, however children and young people still need advice and protection when it comes to managing their lives online. Issues 
that your child may encounter on the internet will vary depending on their age and online activities. We have grouped potential 
online risks into these 4 categories.  

Conduct:  
Children need to be aware of the impact that their online activity can have on both themselves and other people, and the digital footprint 

that they create on the internet. It’s easy to feel anonymous online and it’s important that children are aware of who is able to view, and 

potentially share, the information that they may have posted. When using the internet, it’s important to keep personal information safe 

and not share it with strangers. Encourage your child to be respectful and responsible when communicating with others online, and to consider 

how what they share may reflect on them. Discuss with your child the importance of reporting inappropriate conversations, messages, images 

and behaviours and how this can be done.  

Commercialism:  
Young people’s privacy and enjoyment online can sometimes be affected by advertising and marketing schemes, which can also mean 

inadvertently spending money online, for example within apps. Encourage your child to keep their personal information private, learn how 

to block both pop ups and spam emails, turn off in-app purchasing on devices where possible, and use a family email address when filling in 

online forms. Make your child aware of scams that may seek to gain access to their accounts, and advise them to be wary in following links or 

opening attachments in emails that appear to be from organisations such as banks and service providers.  

Contact: 
It is important for children to realise that new friends made online may not be who they say they are and that once a friend is added to an 

online account, you may be sharing your personal information with them. Regularly reviewing friends lists and removing unwanted        

contacts is a useful step. Privacy settings online may also allow you to customise the information that each friend is able to access. If you have 

concerns that your child is, or has been, the subject of inappropriate sexual contact or approach by another person, it’s vital that you report it to 

the police via the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (www.ceop.police.uk). If your child is bullied online, this can also be reported 

online and offline. Reinforce with your child the importance of telling a trusted adult straight away if someone is bullying them or making them feel           

uncomfortable, or if one of their friends is being bullied online.  

Content:  
Some online content is not suitable for children and may be hurtful or harmful. This is true for content accessed and viewed via social 

networks, online games, blogs and websites. It’s important for children to consider the reliability of online material and be aware that it 

might not be true or written with a bias. Children may need your help as they begin to assess content in this way. There can be legal             

consequences for using or downloading copyrighted content, without seeking the author’s permission.  

There are real advantages in maintaining an open dialogue with your child about their internet use.                         
Not sure where to begin? These conversation starter suggestions can help.  

Find out more ways of starting a conversation about online safety at www.childnet.com/have-a-conversation  

Ask them about 
how they stay safe 
online. What tips 
do they have for 
you, and where did 
they learn them? 
What is OK and 
not OK to share? 

Ask them if they 
know where to go 
for help, where to 
find the safety   
advice, privacy   
settings and how 
to report or block 
on the services 
they use. 

Encourage them 
to help someone! 
Perhaps they can 
show you how to do 
something better 
online or they might 
have a friend who 
would benefit from 
their help and      
support.  

Think about 
how you each use 
the internet. What 
more could you do 
to use the internet 
together? Are there 
activities that you 
could enjoy as a 
family? 

Ask your       
children to tell you 
about the sites 
they like to visit and 
what they enjoy 
doing online.  
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Year 11 higher November mock topics

Paper 1 non-calc Paper 2 calc Paper 3 calc
Algebraic proof 1/2absinC Adding vectors
Calculating powers and roots Algebraic proof Area and volume of similar shapes
Changing the subject of a formula Box plots Bearings
Cumulative frequency Circle theorems Calculating simple proportion
Dividing algebraic fractions Circumference of a circle - revolutions Calculating the number of combinations
Dividing into a ratio Completing the square and turning points Conversion graphs
Factorising Compound depreciation Drawing vectors
Finding an expression for the perimeter of a shape Constructions Exchange rates
Finding angles using reasons Cosine rule Expanding and simplifying triple brackets
Fractional and negative indices Difference of two squares Functions
Missing mean Direct and inverse proportion Histograms
Multiplying improper fractions Finding the roots from a quadratic equation Quadratic inequalities
Percentage increase Functions Simplifying indices
Proportion - work rate Iteration SOHCAHTOA
Quadratic sequences Linear simultaneous equations Speed, distance, time
Rationalising surds Plans and elevations Standard form
Recurring decimals to fractions Ratio Surface area of a cuboid
Tree diagrams Scatter graphs Using the gradient of a line
Vectors Standard form Volume of a sphere
Volume of a prism Surds
Volume of a sphere Transformations

Two way tables from a word problem
Equipment required for mocks Volume of cuboid

y=mx+c
Remember to have a scientific calculator.

Ask for tracing paper in the exam if you need it.
You will need a protractor for bearings.

*these are not exhaustive lists but are a guide to help you prepare for each paper effectively.

Year 11 foundation Nov mock topics

Paper 1 non-calc Paper 2 calc Paper 3 calc
Area of 2d shapes BODMAS Probability scale
Averages from a table Circumference of a circle - revolutions Metric conversions
Dividing into a ratio Collecting like terms Parts of a circle
Estimating calculations Constructions Solving equations 
Finding angles with reasons Difference of 2 squares Factorise expressions into single brackets
Finding the expression for a perimeter of a shape Drawing a straight line graph Collecting like terms
Fractions into percentages Error intervals Finding the modal number from data
Function machines Expanding double brackets Finding the range from data
Minutes to hours Expanding single brackets Inequalities
Ordering decimals Finding a percentage increase Dividing into a ratio
Ordering numbers Finding the roots from a quadratic graph Fraction of an amount
Probability and Venn diagrams Linear sequences Stem and leaf diagrams
Proportion e.g. takes 6 men 10 days for a job Multiples, cubes. Using a scale drawing
Quadratic sequences Place value Speed
Rounding to decimal places Plans and elevations Simple interest
Simplifying ratios Probability as a fraction Simultaneous equations
Standard form Properties of a shape Using the gradient of a line
Travel graphs Proportion - recipes Exchange rates
Tree diagrams Rounding to significant figures Writing an amount as a percentage of a total
Volume of a cuboid Solving equations with the unknown on both sides Surface area
Volume of a prism Standard form problems Adding vectors

Substituting into expressions Drawing vectors
Equipment required for mocks Transformations - drawing and describing Conversion graphs

Two way table from a worded problem SOHCAHTOA
Remember to have a scientific calculator Using a ratio Reverse percentages

You will need a ruler, protractor and a compass. Using a scale Simplfying indices
Ask for tracing paper in the exam. y=mx+c

*these are not exhaustive lists but are a guide to help you prepare for each paper effectively.
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*these are not exhaustive lists but are a guide to help you prepare for each paper effectively.

Yr 11 Foundation  
November Mock Exam Topics

Yr 11 Higher 
November Mock Exam Topics



Science Department 
SENECA Learning
The science department is currently making use of a free 
learning platform called Seneca Learning. It is a valuable  
resource to use when preparing for an exam or just to  
deepen your understanding of various scientific concepts 
that you may find difficult in class. Your teachers and I will 
monitor your use and identify areas that you may find  
challenging. 

I would recommend you to do little but often to ensure  
success. Please note that the links are class specific. 
 

Mr Bhana
Head of Science

Y11 St1
https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/
UtJuZc7_j

Y11MC
https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/
rwPM17mAP

Y11RH
https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/
join-class/8SrdpAolz

Y11SH
https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/
Xk-9f_CXi

As part of our PSHEE program all students 
receive financial education in Maths and RE. 

As part of the links we have made with 
resource providers I would like to make 
you aware of Child Trust Funds. 

These funded savings accounts are 
available to all children born between 
1st September 2002 and 2nd January 
2011, worth up to £1000 each and 
it is estimated over 1 million remain 
unclaimed.

Mr Shoebridge
Head of RE and Financial Education Lead

Background © Kjpargeter - Freepik.com 

1 MILLION Child Trust Funds 
worth up to £1000 OR MORE are yet to be claimed HAVE YOU FOUND YOURS? 

    

TO HAVE QUALIFIED FOR A CHILD TRUST FUND, YOU MUST HAVE BEEN BORN BETWEEN  1ST SEPTEMBER 2002 AND  
2ND JANUARY 2011 

CHECK FIRST WITH YOUR PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN 

IF THEY CAN’T HELP, VISIT  WWW.SHARES4SCHOOLS.CO.UK/USEFUL-RESOURCES/FIND-CTF 

  

  

RE-LINK WITH YOUR CHILD TRUST FUND 

 

in partnership with TISA 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Poster designed by Archie Murray, Colyton Grammar School  
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Help students claim their Child Trust Fund 
worth up to £1,000



SIMS Parent app is the new way to stay connected

SIMS Parent app is available on iOS, Google Play and Desktop

You can sign in securely to SIMS Parent app using an existing 

account such as Gmail, Twitter or Facebook

Essential school information (e.g. term dates)  

is available instantly on SIMS Parent app.

Information about your child’s school life (e.g. attendance, 

timetable, achievements) is presented on a clear and easy  

to use dashboard in the SIMS Parent app

Parents with more than one child at St Columba’s can access 

information on both children from the SIMS Parent app

Your son’s A2L and assessment data is released via both SIMS 

Learning Gateway and the SIMS Parent app

You can keep school updated with your latest contact details 

for continued communication via SIMS Parent app

Some parents have never accessed their son’s assessment 

data or A2L grades - SIMS Parent app makes it easier

DID YOU KNOW? 

For a re-invite (via email) 

to the SIMS Parent app 

(or alternatively your 

SIMS Learning Gateway 

login and password) 

please email SLG@st-

columbas.bexley.sch.uk 

We need up-to-date 

email addresses for 

you in order for you 

to access your son’s 

information
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Our next film evening will be on Wed 5th Decem-
ber when we will show an outstanding movie on  
St Dominic, the founder of the Order of Preachers  
(aka Dominicans). Dominic struggles to find a cure 
for the infestation of despair in his homeland. Lat-
er, in offering his life in the service of the Church,  
he is exposed to the greater perils of skewed  
Christian doctrines, which the Cathari profess to  
people of dying hopes.
 
The film will be shown in St John Fisher Bexley Church 
Hall, admission free, sub-titles, bar open, Christmas  

charity stall & members of AIC on hand. All welcome. Ar-
rivals from 7pm for 7:30pm start.

LIFT SHARE 
Do you know of anyone who would like to  
come to these events, but needs a lift?  
Are you in a position to give a lift to others? 

If so, please contact Helen, our Lift Share Coordinator on 
07532-124040  helenmrees2@live.co.uk.

OUR LADY’S FILM EVENINGS

OOuurr  LLaaddyy’’ss  FFiillmm  ggrroouupp  iiss  pplleeaasseedd  ttoo  sshhooww  

SStt  DDoommiinniicc    
  

WWeedd  55
tthh

  DDeecc  22001188;;  77ppmm  ffoorr  77..3300  ppmm  ssttaarrtt  
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John Fisher Church Hall 

48 Thanet Road 

Bexley, DA5 1AP 

Tel: 01322-524813 
 

stjfisher@tiscali.co.uk 

www.stjohnfisherbexley.org 

 

 

outstanding movie on life of 

the founder of the Order of 

Preachers 

 

Dominic struggles to find a 

cure for the infestation of 

despair in his homeland. 

Later, in offering his life in 

the service of the Church, he 

is exposed to the greater 

perils of skewed Christian 

doctrines, which the Cathari 

profess to people of dying 

hopes 
 

 

FFRREEEE  AADDMMIISSSSIIOONN      
  

AALLLL  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  
  

SSUUBB--TTIITTLLEESS 
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Film & Camino Evenings 
at 

 

St John Fisher Church Hall 
48 Thanet Road 
Bexley, DA5 1AP 

 

01322-524813 
 

www.stjohnfisherbexley.org 
 

Admission Free - All Welcome 
 

2019 
dates 7:00 PM 

arrivals 
7:30 PM 

start times  unfortunately for licence reasons the actual title of films 
cannot be promoted outside of St John Fisher church 

 

Wed 23-Jan 
Christian 

Unity Octave 
 

 St Thomas Becket: Recently appointed, Thomas 
the new Archbishop of Canterbury takes his 
duties seriously and his devotion to God soon 
brings him into direct conflict with the State and 
his lifelong friend, Henry II, King of England, 
leading to his assassination & martyrdom in 1170. 

Sat 2-Feb 
 

& 
 

 
St Ignatius of Loyola & Camino Ignaciano (part 1): 
illustrated presentation by Tim Bowman on the 
life of St Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, in 
the context of the Camino Ignaciano and his own 
walking pilgrimage from Bayonne in France to 
Ignatius’ cave at Manresa near Barcelona, Spain. 

Sat 23-Feb  

 St Ignatius of Loyola (part 2): movie on St 
Ignatius. As a brash, hot-headed soldier in a time 
of political upheaval in Spain in the 1500’s, the 
young Ignatius went from a life of brutal violence 
and debauchery, to become one of the greatest 
saints in the history of the Catholic Church. 

Wed 13-Mar 
 

& 
 

 St Philip Neri (part 1): movie on the famous 
“Third Apostle of Rome” and leader of youth in 
the 16th century. One of the most popular saints 
of all time, known for his great charity, deep 
prayer life, and tremendous humour and founder 
of the religious congregation, the Oratory. 

Wed 20-Mar   St Philip Neri (part 2): featuring recap of part 1. 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

2:30 - 3:30pm Ar2Wednesday Come and Create!   
Mrs Archer

Day ART CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All welcome

 2:30 - 3:15pm En6Thursday Creating the News!  
Miss Cox

Day BBC SCHOOL REPORT CLUBYear Groups Time Room

Yr 7

2:30 - 3:15pm En3Thursday Writing Club         
Mr Dennis

Day ENGLISHYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:30pm

2:30 - 3:30pm

CS2

CS1

Wednesday

Thursday

Computer Science Club    
Mr Bowden

Computer Science Club  
Mr Williams

Day COMPUTER SCIENCEYear Groups Time Room

KS3

KS4
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2:30 - 3pm Hi1Tuesday History Skills Master Class 
Mrs Loveday-Jones

Day HISTORYYear Groups Time Room

Open to all GCSE 
History students

2:30 - 3:15pm En4Thursday Practice debating skills 
Miss Ransome

Day DEBATING CLUBYear Groups Time Room

KS3

2:30 - 3:15pm Iona TheatreWednesday Express yourself! 
Ms Bridgland

Day DRAMA CLUBYear Groups Time Room

All year groups -  
just turn up!

Day MUSIC CLUBSYear Groups Time Room

2:30 - 3:05pm

2:30 - 3.15pm

Mu2

Mu1

Mu3 / Keyboard Room

Thursday

Friday

All years Choir Boys           Mr Watson

Music Tech Club 2:30 - 3:45pmYr 8-9

KS3 Keyboard Club     Mr Watson

3:05 - 3:35pm Mu3 / Keyboard RoomKeyboard Club     Mr WatsonYr 7-8



 

2:30 - 3:40pm

2:30 - 3:15pm

RE1

RE2

RE1
RE3

RE2

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Film Club
Mr Shoebridge 
Mr Egan

KS4 GCSE Homework and 
Revision Club 
Mr Shoebridge  
Mr Olowofoyeku   

After School Enterprise Club 
(business and enterprise) 
Mr Barry

GCSE Catch Up Sessions (Those 
who missed various topics 
in Y10 but not specifically 
targeted)   
Mr Barry

After School

After School

New members 
welcome any time

Yr 9, Yr 10

Yr 11

Yr 9 (from now 
until Christmas)

Yr 8 Christmas to 
Easter

2:30 - 3:30pm

2:30 - 3:20pm

2:45 - 3:45pm

RE3

SC7

Tuesday

Wednesday

KS3 RE homework club  
Mr Shoebridge

Science Club   
Miss Manning-Johnson 

Boy’s Bible Club   
Mr Olowofoyeku

Day

Day

RE

SCIENCE

Year Groups

Year Groups

Time

Time

Room

Room

All welcome

All welcome

Yr 7

RE1

BOY’S BIBLE CLUB

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Rugby Training - Field   Mr Eldridge, Fred Umney   2:45 - 3:45pm

Basketball  -  Sports Hall   Mr Virgo    2:45 - 3:45pm 

Football  -   Mr Eldridge    2:45 - 3:45pm

Youth Club  -  Sports Hall    Mr Creighton   2:45 - 3:45pm

Day PE CLUBSYear Groups

Thursday

Yr 7, Yr 8, Yr 9

All years

All years

Yr 10
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After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
We are presented in the gospel with a contrast between the dignitaries of the Temple, parading in their splendour, and the least of the 
least. These little coins of the widow are called lepta, meaning ‘light’, hardly more than shavings of copper, hardly worth picking up. Yet 
the value of a gift depends not on its absolute worth, but in the love with which it is given. The value of a birthday present depends on 
the love which it expresses, and the care which has gone into choosing or making it. One can imagine the widow debating with herself: 
if she made this supreme gift to the Lord, could she survive without these two little coins. What would she have to go without? As with 
the Sidonian widow in the first reading overleaf, this paltry gift is a rich expression of the widow’s trust in divine love and care, and of her 
wanting to do something for the Lord. The little gift would go unnoticed among the riches of the exquisite and lavish Temple building, for 
its splendour was the wonder of the eastern Mediterranean, but her offering is a heartfelt expression of her love. Just so with our prayer of 
praise: it is the joyful outpouring of our love.
What gift could you give to the Lord?
 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect

Taken from the Gospel for 11th November 2018 (Mark 12:38-44): The Widow’s Offering
In his teaching Jesus said, “Beware of the scribes who like to walk about in long robes, to be greeted obsequiously 
in the market squares, to take the front seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets; these 
are the men who swallow the property of widows, while making a show of lengthy prayers. The more severe 
will be the sentence they receive.” He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money 
into the treasury, and many of the rich put in a great deal. A poor widow came and put in two small coins, the 
equivalent of a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “I tell you solemnly, this poor widow has 
put more in than all who have contributed to the treasury; for they have all put in money they had over, but she 
from the little she had has put in everything she possessed, all she had to live on.”

2 Read

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for 
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and 
pay attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 11th November 2018 - The Thirty Second Sunday of Ordinary Time

Wednesday 7th November 2018 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

T h e  P a r i s h  V e r s i o n

Encountering Christ
Prayerfully preparing for the 
Sunday Mass and praying in 

particular for our school families

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org
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WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 11th November 2018

First Reading: Elijah and the Widow

1 Kings 17:10-16
Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when he reached 
the city gate, there was a widow gathering sticks; addressing 
her he said, “Please bring a little water in a vessel for me to 
drink.” She was setting off to bring it when he called after her. 
“Please,” he said, “bring me a scrap of bread in your hand.” 
“As the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I have no baked 
bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a 
jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go and prepare this 
for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.” But Elijah 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, go and do as you have said; 
but first make a little scone of it for me and bring it to me, 
and then make some for yourself and for your son. For thus 
the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: ‘Jar of meal shall not be 
spent, jug of oil shall not be emptied, before the day when the 
Lord sends rain on the face of the earth.’” The woman went 
and did as Elijah told her and they ate the food, she, himself 
and her son. The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug of oil 
emptied, just as the Lord had foretold through Elijah.

This story about Elijah and the widow of Zarephath in Sidon is chosen to 
pair with the story in today’s gospel about the generosity of the widow 
in the Temple. It is also, of course, about another widow’s generosity, 
but this story is more fundamentally about her trust and obedience to 
the command of the prophet. In a way, trust in the Lord underpins all 
generosity: we trust that any real need we encounter is presented to us 
by the Lord, and is a request for our help; we trust that God, our Father, 
knows what he is doing. Realising that we are no more than stewards of 
God’s good things, we respond to the need which God has presented 
to us. This story also has something special about it, for this widow in 
the territory of Sidon is mentioned in the manifesto-speech which Jesus 
makes in Luke’s gospel in the synagogue of Nazareth: his mission is not 
confined to Israel any more than that of the prophets was. The gentiles 
too are the children of God, the object of his loving care, and are to be 
saved no less than the Jews. In Jesus’ mission the gentiles form part of 
the Chosen People of God.

What in your life has really called you to place all your trust in God?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org          e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee – 1125628 © Copyright 2018 The Wednesday Word Trust

Second Reading: Christ’s Sacrifice Once and for All

Addressed to Jewish priests converted to Christianity, this Letter to 
the Hebrews seeks to show them that the sacrifices they had formerly 
valued so much were only a shadow of the reality in Christ. There is 
no time in heaven! Those sacrifices were of their nature temporary and 
unsatisfying; Christ’s is of its nature eternal and all sufficient. The image 
of Christ, presenting his sacrifice and his blood before the throne of God, 
is ultimately reassuring. It signifies the permanent and unbreakable union 
of humanity to God, welded by the obedience of Jesus on the Cross. 
Although the language is largely similar, the sacrifices of the Bible are not 
to be thought of in the same way as pagan and Greek sacrifices. They are 
not appeasing an angry god, but are celebrating unity with God. They are 
shared meals, and in the great annual sacrifice of the Day of Reconciliation, 
blood is sprinkled on people and altar to signify the renewed union with 
God. Especially reassuring is the mention of Christ’s blood, for blood is 
the symbol of life. Christ’s blood, given to us, is the sign and sacrament of 
the gift of divine life, offered to us – if only we will accept it.

What does Christ’s self-offering signify?

Hebrews 9:24-28
It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made sanctuary 
which was only modelled on the real one; but it was heaven 
itself, so that he could appear in the actual presence of God 
on our behalf. And he does not have to offer himself again 
and again, like the high priest going into the sanctuary year 
after year with the blood that is not his own, or else he would 
have had to suffer over and over again since the world began. 
Instead of that, he has made his appearance once and for 
all, now at the end of the last age, to do away with sin by 
sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, and after that 
comes judgement, so Christ, too, offers himself only once to 
take the faults of many on himself, and when he appears a 
second time, it will not be to deal with sin but to reward with 
salvation those who are waiting for him.

Christ’s blood, given to us, is the sign and sacrament of the gift of divine life.


