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Fred’s Prayer  
for the Week
Father in heaven, open our hearts to your wisdom.
Teach us how to look for dignity in humility,
how to find opportunities for love in service,
so that we may share in the peace of Christ
who offered his life in the service of all.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen
God bless,  Fred (Chaplain)
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Clockwise from front left: Mrs Loveday-Jones (Head of History), Miss Lands (TA),  
Mr Bowden (Computing Teacher), Miss Manning-Johnson (Science Teacher), Ms Bridgland (Head of Drama),  

Ms Holbrook (Learning Support Coordinator) and Miss Johnson (Learning Support Coordinator).
 Not pictured are Mr Virgo (Head of PE) and Mr Carrano (Cleaner)

Welcome back!
The start of a new  
academic year is always an 
exciting time at St Columba’s.  
We start a new year full 
of positivity and hope  
supported by the outstanding 
GCSE results.  We start a new 
year happy to see each other  
again and enjoying each 
other’s company and friend-
ship. We start the new  
year with a number of  
new staff, (most of whom can 
be found opposite) because 
the school has increased in  
numbers, with new ideas  
and enthusiasm.
 
I am delighted to say that 
our GCSE results are substan-
tially better than national 
data -but more importantly,  
individual students that 
we know and care for have 
achieved their very best. We 
are hugely proud of them.
 
Our new Yr 7 students  
started on Wednesday it was 
superb to be part of their  
first assembly. As well as 
members of the Senior  
leadership Team and their 
Head of Year Mr Eldridge 
talking to them, our new 
Head boy Kiearn from Yr 
11 gave a speech which is  
reproduced on page 2. For 

the rest of the day, they 
and were helped find their 
way round the school by  
student leaders from  
Yr 11 and Student Ambassa-
dors from Yr 8. 

As Head of Year, Mr  
Eldridge provided a quiz 
about the site which  
certainly piqued their  
interest. Not only has the 
school become even more 
popular, in that we are now  

oversubscribed,  the food our  
wonderful kitchen staff  
provide has won more  
admirers with the new  
menus introduced in Spring. 

In line with all these   
improvements we have  
renamed the Canteen  as  
‘Café Columba’. We have also 
introduced a new snacks  
section to enable students 
to choose the food more  
quickly. This may result 

in a few teething issues as  
students get used to the 
new arrangements but it 
will allow us to serve more 
boys more efficiently. We 
were very happy, as is our  
tradition, to provide our new 
Yr 7s with a free hot meal 
on their first day. Reactions  
appeared to be very positive! 

Mr N Fisher
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Hello everyone and a warm welcome to St Columba’s.  My 
name is Kieran and I am in Year 11, my last year at St Colum-
ba’s and I am the new Head Boy.  Let me introduce my Dep-
uty Head Boys Gilbert and Roy and we want to tell you a bit 
about our school and what a good choice you have made in 
deciding to come here.

I know starting a new school is a daunting experience and 
a bit nerve racking, however, remember everyone feels that 
way and St Columba’s is more than just a school and is really 
a wonderful family who are going to welcome you and help 
you reach your true potential.  When I joined St Columba’s I 
embraced school life here, involving and applying myself in 
all ways within the school family. You will make new friends, 
learn lots and with hard work and determination you will 
achieve great things. 

The staff at St Columba’s know all the boys individually, and 
not just their names, but our strengths and how to get the  

best out of us.  If you work hard, you will get recognition 
and be rewarded.  You will notice the older boys have gold 
and red stars on their blazers and you too can achieve these 
by doing your best and having an excellent attitude to learn-
ing.  St Columba’s will give you encouragement, support and 
opportunities; embrace these and you will do really well.  

I really hope you enjoy your time at our wonderful school 
and before you know it you will feel right at home as my 
fellow student leaders and I do.  Remember, you are now part 
of the St Columba’s community and before long you will 
realise you are a member of something really special.  All you 
learn here and the values you will gain will stay with you and 
prepare you for life.  

Finally, before I finish, we have a saying here “That once a St 
Columba’s boy, always a St Columba’s boy” – and that’s what you are 
now.  Welcome and thank you very much

Head Boy’s Welcome Speech

Deputy Head Boys Gilbert and Roy alongside Kieran our new Head Boy
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Back by popular demand, two days before the end of 
term, Mr Price of Animal Experience visited the Learning  
Resources Centre with a range of animals which included 
Samson the Bearded Dragon, Albert the Veiled Chameleon 
Clarissa the Burmese Python and an un-named Meerkat! 
Mr Price gave us lots of interesting facts about the animals  
as well as allowing the boys to hold or touch them.  

The feedback from both staff and students has been  
amazing, particularly from boys who felt fear and then over-
came that to hold an animal.
 

Mrs Brackstone 
LRC Manager

Animal Magic!

Connor comparing the Meerkat

Finn, Liam and Ronald getting close to Samson

Godfrey, Rhys and Raphael cuddling with Clarissa

Malachy and Clarissa

Michael holding Clarissa. Or vice-versa!

Mr Price with Albert sitting on his hand



At the end of term back in July, students from KS3 showed 
their musical skills in our first talent show since 2014. 

Students and Staff took part in this fun event which  
demonstrated the vast diversity of our boys. This included 
comedy acts, rapping, instrumental solos and singing in  
different styles and cultures of music. All of our student  
performers should be very proud of themselves and their 
hard work in practicing and preparing for the musical event. 
This was a great way to end the summer term with students 
and staff performing. 

The judging panel had a very difficult job but eventually 
recognised Jeremiah in 10C, third place for his piano piece,  
Alex in 9F with his violin in second place and Uly from 
9B for his performance which showed humour as well as  
musical talent. The winners were announced at the End of 
Term Mass where they received a small trophy and prize. 

Thank you to everyone who participated and helped in  
organising this successful event.
 

Mr Watson
Head of Music

St Columba’s Talent Show
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Obi on the Drums Uly playing the piano

Alex

The judges!



Ethan was a SAS student who left us in the summer and 
one of his Pathway Subjects was Art. He specialised in  
Godzilla, dragons, dinosaurs and mythical creatures. 

He wanted to leave us a leaving gift so everyone could  
remember him and produced this picture for the SAS 
(St Ambrose Suite).
 

Mrs Moore
Learning Support Co-ordinator

Ethan
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week commencing
10.09.18



SIMS Parent app is the new way to stay connected

SIMS Parent app is available on iOS, Google Play and Desktop

You can sign in securely to SIMS Parent app using an existing 

account such as Gmail, Twitter or Facebook

Essential school information (e.g. term dates)  

is available instantly on SIMS Parent app.

Information about your child’s school life (e.g. attendance, 

timetable, achievements) is presented on a clear and easy  

to use dashboard in the SIMS Parent app

Parents with more than one child at St Columba’s can access 

information on both children from the SIMS Parent app

Your son’s A2L and assessment data is released via both SIMS 

Learning Gateway and the SIMS Parent app

You can keep school updated with your latest contact details 

for continued communication via SIMS Parent app

Some parents have never accessed their son’s assessment 

data or A2L grades - SIMS Parent app makes it easier

DID YOU KNOW? 

For a re-invite (via email) 

to the SIMS Parent app 

(or alternatively your 

SIMS Learning Gateway 

login and password) 

please email SLG@st-

columbas.bexley.sch.uk 

We need up-to-date 

email addresses for 

you in order for you 

to access your son’s 

information
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Our next film evening will be on Wednesday 12th 
September when we will show a dramatic movie on 
St Vincent de Paul. The movie reveals how the saints 
unwavering commitment to the poor made him one of 
the greatest humanitarians in history and how he rose 
to become a trusted advisor to queens and princes.
 
During the interval there will be tea, coffee and the bar 
open, a craft and jams stall, and publicity about one 
of the organisations he founded, the Ladies of Char-
ity, now called International Association of Charities 
or AIC. And of the SVP founded two centuries later 
by young students in France who took St Vincent as 
their patron. Members will be on hand to answer any 
questions about the voluntary work they do - helping 
needy people transform their lives.
 
The film will be shown in St John Fisher Bexley 
Church Hall, admission free, all welcome. Arrivals 
from 7 pm for 7:30 pm start.

OUR LADY’S FILM EVENINGS

LIFT SHARE 

Do you know of anyone who would like to  
come to these events, but needs a lift?  
Are you in a position to give a lift to others? 

If so, please contact Helen, 
our Lift Share Coordinator on 
07532-124040  
helenmrees2@live.co.uk.

HELP WANTED

Could you: serve as a deputy when  
Tim is unavailable;   
replace Tim at the end of this year’s  
programme;  
or arrive early to help set up the film  
evenings food & books? 

If so, please contact Tim via  
timjpbowman@gmail.com

OOuurr  LLaaddyy’’ss  FFiillmm  ggrroouupp  iiss  pplleeaasseedd  ttoo  sshhooww  

SStt  VViinncceenntt  ddee  PPaauull  
  

WWeedd  1122
tthh

  SSeepptt  22001188;;  77ppmm  ffoorr  77..3300  ppmm  ssttaarrtt  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

St John Fisher Church Hall 

48 Thanet Road 

Bexley, DA5 1AP 

Tel: 01322-524813 
 

stjfisher@tiscali.co.uk 

www.stjohnfisherbexley.org 

 

  

ddrraammaattiicc  mmoovviiee  rreevveeaallss  hhooww  hhiiss  uunnwwaavveerriinngg  

ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ppoooorr  mmaaddee  hhiimm  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  

ggrreeaatteesstt  hhuummaanniittaarriiaannss    iinn  hhiissttoorryy  &&  hhooww  hhee  rroossee  ttoo  

bbeeccoommee  aa  ttrruusstteedd  aaddvviissoorr  ttoo  qquueeeennss  aanndd  pprriinncceess  
  

FFRREEEE  AADDMMIISSSSIIOONN              AALLLL  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  
  

SSUUBB--TTIITTLLEESS  
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After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
This Sunday’s first reading prepares us to understand the true meaning of this incident, for in his wonderful cures Jesus is fulfilling 
that prophecy of Isaiah. Jesus’ activity, as he goes around ‘doing all things well’, manifests the coming of God into the world, that 
Day of the Lord when the tongues of the dumb will sing for joy. Jesus is the sacrament of God. In him God is active in the world, 
bringing peace, healing and joy. In him people met and experienced God. His gestures (of putting his fingers into the man’s ears 
and touching his tongue with spittle) are affectionate ways of showing that God is physically at work in him. In a modern hygiene-
conscious world such actions might be frowned upon. But if we are truly acting as the members of Christ’s body in the world, 
we cannot hold back, and from time to time we will be involved physically and totally in helping others. One such famous, courageous 
gesture was Princess Diana’s handshake with an AIDS-sufferer when it was still thought that the condition was physically contagious. 
We too can bring Christ’s healing in countless simple (but often costly and courageous) ways.

What do we learn about God from the gestures and words of Jesus in today’s Gospel?
 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

3 Reflect

Taken from the Gospel for 9th September 2018 (Mark 7:31-37): Jesus Cures a Deaf Man
Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, right through the Decapolis 
region. And they brought him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to lay his hand 
on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, put his fingers into the man’s ears and touched his tongue 
with spittle. Then looking up to heaven he sighed; and he said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And his ears 
were opened, and the ligament of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And Jesus ordered them to tell no 
one about it, but the more he insisted, the more widely they published it. Their admiration was unbounded. “He has 
done all things well,” they said. “He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.”

2 Read

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

4 Respond & Request

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org

1 Relax & Remember
Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for 
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay 
attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 9th September 2018 - The Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wednesday 5th September 2018 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

T h e  P a r i s h  V e r s i o n

Encountering Christ
Prayerfully preparing for the 
Sunday Mass and praying in 

particular for our school families



 01322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk    www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs 10

WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS  
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 9th September 2018

First Reading: The Day of the Lord

Isaiah 35:4-7
Say to all faint hearts, “Courage! Do not be afraid. Look, your 
God is coming; vengeance is coming, the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed; then the lame shall leap 
like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy; for water 
gushes in the desert, streams in the wasteland; the scorched 
earth becomes a lake, the parched land springs of water.

Before the people of Israel were taken into captivity by the Babylonians 
in the sixth century BC, prophets had spoken of the Day of the Lord 
as a threat, a day of expected punishment. But when that disaster fell 
upon the whole of Israel and Judah, the people came to understand 
the Day of the Lord as a promise of salvation, of deliverance from exile. 
Hence today’s first reading: a lovely, joyful poem which looks forward 
to the coming of the Lord to heal Israel and take vengeance on her 
tormentors. It speaks of the coming of the Lord himself, not simply of 
his representative. In the expectation of the deliverance of Israel, even 
up to the time of Jesus, it was not clear whether God would visit the 
earth personally to effect the total reversal of all things and the healing 
of all misery, or whether his messenger and herald would come first. 
The biblical texts seem to suggest both. In the prophecies of Malachi, 
it was written that the prophet Elijah would come as the Lord’s herald 
to prepare the way. The gospels suggest that John the Baptist was 
this Elijah-figure, preparing for the coming of the Lord in Jesus, and 
that the coming of Jesus is the coming of the Lord himself.

What does Isaiah tell us will happen on the Day of the Lord?  
Has this Day occurred with coming of Jesus or is it still in 
the future?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org          e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee – 1125628 © Copyright 2018 The Wednesday Word Trust

Second Reading: Shabby or Chic?

The Letter of James has been described as ‘a manifesto for social 
justice’, and among all its pieces of advice a concern for social justice 
is certainly a major theme. Concern for the poor and the less fortunate 
runs right through the Bible. Human beings were created in the image 
of God, and one of the ways we express this image is by the attention 
we give to those on the margins. So Israel is constantly told by God, 
‘You must treat the stranger among you as I treated you when you 
were strangers in Egypt.’ Similarly, widows and orphans are the special 
object of God’s care. In the beatitudes of Luke’s gospel, the poor, the 
hungry and those who weep are assured of God’s blessing. In more 
modern times the great papal encyclicals on social issues gave the 
first official teaching anywhere on the rights of the exploited classes 
after the industrial revolution: the right to a just wage, to healthcare, 
to form trade unions, and so on. However, it is always instinctive and 
natural – as this witty and poignant reading shows – to give more 
honour to the Lord Mayor at the front than to the tramp who shuffles 
in at the back of the Church – forgetting that in God’s eyes they have 
just the same value.

What are the social demands of the gospel?

James 2:1-5
My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our 
glorified Lord, with the making of distinctions between classes 
of people. Now suppose a man comes into your synagogue, 
beautifully dressed and with a gold ring on, and at the same time 
a poor man comes in, in shabby clothes, and you take notice of 
the well-dressed man, and say, “Come this way to the best seats;” 
then you tell the poor man, “Stand over there,” or “You can sit 
on the floor by my foot-rest.” Can’t you see that you have used 
two different standards in your mind, and turned yourselves into 
judges, and corrupt judges at that? Listen, my dear brothers: it 
was those who are poor according to the world that God chose, 
to be rich in faith and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he 
promised to those who love him.

In God’s eyes everyone
has just the same value.


