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Message from the 
Head Teacher

St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School

A Christian community where everyone has the right to be happy, be safe and achieve.

SUMMER 2018  XXXII

“Life can only be understood 
backwards; but it must be lived 
forwards.”     Søren Kierkegaard
 
This is our largest edition of 
the Reflection so far. It gives 
you a taste of our recent 
activities and celebrates 
all that is great about  
St Columba’s.

As an oversubscribed and 
expanding school we have 
exciting times ahead with 
new staff and even more 
opportunities to fulfil the 
school’s vision. As you can 
see we are an academically 
successful school that 
celebrates all aspects of 
success for every student.

St Columba’s benefits 
from the support of many 
different stakeholders, 
parents and carers, staff, the 
Local Authority, the local 
community and not least the 
Governing Board. One of our 
governors, Fr Jim Spencer has 
just left St Stephen’s Parish 
and our Governing Board. 
I would like to personally 
thank him for all the years of 
support he has given me and 
St Columba’s - we will miss 
him.

Nigel Fisher
Head Teacher

PE Students Shine at Shenstone Primary School

Student Leadership

In June, eight of our Yr10 
GCSE PE students were given 
an amazing invitation to 
help out Shenstone Primary 
school in a sports event 
that they were holding. The 
boys were superb and really 
engaged with the pupils who 
had a variety of special needs. 

The members of staff who 
were their accompanying 
their children were highly 
impressed with our boys’ 
dedication, maturity and 
willingness to help the 
children really enjoy the event.  
I was very proud of our 
students. As a department, we 

are committed to continue 
this link with Shenstone 
for future sporting events.  
      Mr Eldridge 
         PE Department and Head of Yr 7

In July, next year’s Student 
Leadership was determined 
with interviews taking 
place in front of a gruelling 
interview panel consisting 
of Dr Fripps, Deputy Head 
Teacher, Mr McGonnell, 
Assistant Head Teacher,  
Mr Sullivan, Head of  Yr10 

and Ladi as last year’s Head 
Boy with Matthew, Vikesh, 
Daniel, Nimi and  Tafadzwa 
as the Deputy Head Boys.  

Yr 10 students who applied 
for roles were informed of 
the outcome of the interview 
panels. 

They then met to elect our 
Head and Deputy Head Boys 
for next year. As ever the 
quality of the applications 
and interviews were superb. 
We look forward to seeing 
the new team in action in 
September. 

St Columba’s and Shenstone waving goodbye as one

Kieran helping a pupil over a hurdle...

....and talking to Robbie

Parachuting stars!

Alfie helping with the ball fishing

 01322 553236    office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk    www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk  @stcolumbascbs

Halcot Avenue, Bexleyheath, Kent  DA6 7QB

Daniel, Matt and LadiFortune, Oliver and Pravjoth waiting to be interviewed
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In summer 2017, I competed 
in a series of events at the 
Irish National Swimming 
Championships. I managed 
to qualify for three finals and 
won one Gold medal out of 
six races. I also achieved six 
Personal Bests (PB) - a PB in 
every event which I was very 
happy about!

Over four days I raced in six 
events. On the first day of the 
competition, my first race was 
the heats of the 200 metres 
Freestyle.  This was not my 
strongest event but it was still 
my main stroke. It wasn’t the 
time I was hoping for but it 
was still a good strong start 
to the championships and I 
knew I had a chance to get 
the time I was going for in 
the final. 

The next event was the 400 
metres Individual Medley; 

this was a tough event but I 
enjoyed it. The event consists 
of 100m Backstroke  100m 
Breaststroke, 100m Butterfly, 
and 100 metres Freestyle. 
This is a long event that needs 
a lot of stamina!

Before the race I was feeling 
confident knowing I had 
a chance to make the final 
in this event too. As soon as 
I dived into the cold crisp 
water I immediately upped 
my pace, by the end of the 
first 100m I was already 
tiring but I knew I couldn’t 
stop, so I pushed and pushed 
myself to the limits until the 
last 50m. I touched the wall 
and looked up at the board 
to see my time was a three 
second PB! I later found out I 
was through to the final!

Later that day I dived into the 
water for the 200m Freestyle 

final. I came sixth overall 
so I was the sixth fastest in 
Ireland at that event. Minutes 
later I dived in for the 400m 
medley final. I achieved 
another PB, this time by five 
seconds, sixth overall again in 
Ireland.

The following day I had the 
50m Freestyle. I achieved 
another PB. I was happy with 
result as it was not an event I 
had trained for.

Later that day I competed 
in the 1500m freestyle, my 
main and strongest event. 
The event is thirty lengths 
of a 50 metre pool and can 
take up to twenty minutes.  
I completed the race with a 
7 second PB and came first!  
It is such a long, physically 
and mentally demanding  
race that there are no heats. 
I was ecstatic with the result. 

I was extremely proud to 
receive my Gold medal on 
the podium and could not 
stop smiling. I am now the 
fastest 12-13 year old boy in 
this event in Ireland!

Finn 10M

Our Post-16 Evening was held in September 2017 in the 
Science area. Providers of Post-16 Education, including our 
partner school Christ the King: St Mary’s, Beths, Townley 
Grammar, Shooters Hill, Coopers, London South East Colleges 
and Prospects as well as Middleton Murray were all present 
to inform our Yr10 and Yr11 students of the opportunities 
available to them after their GCSE exams. 

They were encouraged to ask questions such as ‘What courses 
can I study?’ ‘What grades do I need to achieve to attend your school?’ ‘What 
type of qualification pathways do you offer?’ and ‘Where do your students 
go on to after they leave you?’ Parents and students left happy with 
the help and advice provided and it was great to see so many 
of our students so engaged with where their education will 
continue.

Mr McGonnell 
Assistant Head Teacher

Post 16 Evening

Swimming at the Irish National Championships Ski Trip  

In February 2018, 40 
students were taken to 
Spiazzi Di Gromo in Italy 
for our annual ski trip. With 
a group consisting mostly 
of beginners, the boys 
had a wonderful time and 
developed into competent 
skiers by the end of the week. 

Our boys had four hours 
skiing every day, starting 
on the ‘baby’ slopes and 
progressing to some more 
difficult red runs by the 
end. The instructors were so 
impressed with our beginner 
groups that they were taken 
onto the more challenging 
slopes earlier than usual. 
Our more experienced skiers 
came down the challenging 
black runs from the start. 

We had perfect ski  
conditions during the week, 
which matched the behaviour 
and attitude of all our 
students. The Green and Blue 
teams were dominant in our 
traditional team competition, 
where they battle out for 
honours, during our evening 
activities such as table tennis, 
sledging and quizzes.

I would like to thank Mr 
Bhana, Mr Creighton, Mr 
Andreoli and Mr Challis for 
their support on the trip. 
However, none of this could 
have happened without the 
support  behind the scenes 
of Mrs Carrano. Planning is 
already underway for 2019!

Red Star - Well Played!

In our Commendation Assemblies this term we have been 
delighted to recognise yet another level of excellence from 
our students.

Gold Progress Stars are to recognise and reward students who 
gain a Grade 1 for their Attitude to Learning in five subjects 
including English and Maths. We are thrilled that students take 
these to heart and it’s a pleasure to see so many boys with 
their lapels filled with gold stars. We do salute them and will 

continue to do so. However, we have been delighted to see an 
increasing number of our students gaining a Grade 1 in all 
twelve of their subjects. So to recognise this exemplary level 
of commitment we have introduced the Red Star. Clearly the 
effort, dedication and hard work of our students has no limits.

Well done to those boys receiving this new award and we look 
forward to awarding many more in the future.

(l to r) - Rhys, Thomas and Preston;  (Front): Joe

(l to r) - Kieran, Ektoras, Nathaniel, Sean, Ben, Karis, Ethan, Jude and Neal

(l to r)- Finn, Malachy, Chief, Deren, Luca,  Vennu and Godfrey

Yr10  Red Stars (l to r) - Nathan, Christopher and Stan

Yr7
Yr9

Yr10Yr8
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In June 2018, we hosted the 
Archdiocese of Southwark’s 
Picnic & Praise event. We had 
nearly 300 children from 
Catholic Primary Schools 
join us for a fun day 
culminating in a wonderful 
Mass celebrated by the ever 
positive Fr Michael Branch. 
Fr Michael is an ex-student 

of St Columba’s and we are 
as proud of him as he is of  
St Columba’s!

The children experienced a 
range of activities superbly 
supported by some of our 
Yr 8 students. Participating 
on the day were CAFOD 
who helped them reflect on 

the experience of refugees 
and our responsibilities as  
Catholics. 

Our PE Department arranged  
some fun sports. CRiBS 
(Christian Resources in Bexley 
Schools) taught them two 
songs with sign actions for 
the Mass.    

We are blessed to have 
CRiBs being based at  
St Columba’s and we are very 
grateful for their support.  
 
It was a lovely day which 
everyone enjoyed and we 
were delighted to be able to 
serve our sister schools.

CAFOD illustrating their talk on refugees by walking the field

Fr Michael 
listening to a pupil 
leading the  
Bidding Prayers

Mass at the end of the day in full flight 

In July 2018, thirteen former students kindly gave up their free 
time to come into school to be involved in an Independent 
Learning Workshop for Yr 10 students. 

The aim of the session was to help them improve their  
independent learning skills in preparation for their final 
year here at St Columba’s. Our former students discussed 
their experiences and techniques for preparing for exams  
ranging from GCSE up to final degree level. 

Our students left the session feeling that they have been  
given some of the tools to approach their upcoming exams 
with confidence.

Mr McGonnell 
Assistant Head Teacher

Yr 10 Independent Learning Workshop LFB at the SAS!

Picnic ‘n’ Praise  

David is taking a one year gap to go to the USA and try for 
the NBA. He also has a degree course lined up.

Vikesh sharing his experience of GCSEs

Messrs Sullivan and McGonnell 
with the St Columba’s Alumni

Kickball run by Mr Eldridge

During May 2018, the 
students from the SAS 
were lucky enough to 
receive a visit from the 
London Fire Brigade. The  
students were given 
home safety advice 
and learnt all about  
the career opportunities 
available within the fire 
service. They were given 
the chance to ask a huge 
array of questions and  

explore, inspect and try out 
a variety of equipment on-
board the fire engine. The 
firefighters noted that our 
students were an absolute 
credit to the school and 
commented on how much 
they were enjoying the 
experience! We would like 
to say a big thank you to Red 
Watch at Bexley Fire Station.

Miss S Davis  & Miss R Davies 
SEND Teachers

Obi and  Vennu with a Red Watch 
Firefighter at the wheel

Caine in the  Watch Manager’s 
white helmet Oliver sharing a laugh with 

one of Red Watch’s firefighters

Students, Staff and Red Watch Firefighters around the Fire Engine

In April we were delighted to 
learn that here at St Colum-
ba’s, students have already 
watched 10,000 streamed or 
downloaded pods on GCSE-
Pod this academic year alone!

To put this in context, a 
school our size would nor-
mally have viewed around 
half that amount by this 
point in the year, GCSEPod 
tell us, which exemplifies the 
hard work and dedication of 
students at St Columba’s.

What are the most popular 
subjects to watch right now? 
Currently, the top three are 
English Literature, Maths 

and Biology, but with every  
subject represented, it could 
easily change!
 
With exam season and end 
of year assessments now over, 
GCSEPod has proved to be  
invaluable for both inde-
pendent study and revision.

Congratulations to everyone 
who has contributed to this 
fantastic amount, from Yr 7 
through to Yr 11 (every student 
at St Columba’s can access GCSEPod, 
not just those in KS4), and let’s 
aim for 20,000 pods! 

Mrs Turner
Assistant Head Teacher

10,000 Pods
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Isaiah, Vincent, Tyler and 
Finn were the candle 

bearers

Form Tutor for 7M Mr Creighton  
pinning a  Yr 7 badge on Samuel

Jeremiah, Sam and Dominic  
playing in the band

The Choir

Carol Service
We held our Carol Service 
at the end of term and were 
once again delighted to see 
so many families represented. 
As we have in previous years, 
we have used the occasion as 
a welcome to our new Yr 7 
students and the Yr 7 badge 
was presented to boys by 
Head of Year Mr Eldridge 
and Form Tutor of 7M 
Mr Creighton.

One of the great features 
of the service was the 
involvement of so many 

members of the community, 
with staff and students 
sharing Gospel readings,  
Yr 7 and Yr 8 students being 
candle bearers and filling the 
nativity scene throughout the 
service. Mr Watson played 
with talented students from 
Yr11 and Yr 9 to lead the 
singing and the choir. 

All in all it was a lovely 
occasion and helped to 
reinforce the family nature of 
our community. 
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CHRISTMAS 2017 Manna Centre and  
Crisis Collections

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Lunch 

As ever, our students are 
hugely engaged, both locally 
and nationally and are very 
aware of others’ needs. 
As we have for the past 
eighteen years, we have been 
collecting items for the Manna 
Centre. Christmas 2017 saw 
Mr Stone collecting for the 
sweet jar prize to support the 
Centre.

Tutor groups collected to 
support Crisis at Christmas and 
raised over £700 meaning 
that twenty eight homeless 
people have been able to 
have a hot meal, a bath and 
a bed for Christmas thanks 
to the generosity of our 
community.

Year 11 

Year 9 

Year 10

Johnny, Charles and Mrs Teji enjoying lunch
Gershon and Ethan

Zack channelling Charlie Chaplin whilst 
Martin approves in the background! David Mr Woodcock, Mrs Reddington and Fred serving Yr11

Christmas Lunches

Year 7 

Year 8

Enzo and Daniel

Isaiah and Joseph

The winner! Archie 9L.   
The correct number was 1,394!

Just before the Christmas 
break, a mysterious ques-
tion aimed at students 
started popping through-
out the school and on our 
editions of  Weekly News...

In July 2018, for the second 
time in three years we were 
fortunate enough to be 
invited to attend a day of 
workshops at Canterbury 
Christchurch University 
organised by LASAR (Learning 
About Science and Religion). The 
day’s theme was, “Big Questions 
of Life, the Universe and Everything”. 

Nineteen of our students from 
Yr 8 and Yr 9 attended along 
with similar numbers from 
four other schools and we 
all enjoyed some incredibly 
engaging workshops.

 ‘Futureproofing how we think about 
the soul’, took the form of a 
debate, Uly from Yr 9 explains:  
“The Yr9s went to a 
workshop debating if a Soul 
really existed, and if so, could 
a robot have one? We spent 
most of the hour debating 
Descartes who believed that 
a soul was real and was the 
unextendable part of the 
Body. Furthermore, Descartes 
also claims the soul to be the 
‘pilot of a robot’, without a soul 
our bodies would not work”.

Another workshop was 
‘Engineering and Art’, which 

looked at how our senses 
can be deceived by layering 
2D images to produce 3D 
images with the help of 
some very sophisticated 
software and pairs of not so 
sophisticated red and green 
glasses. ‘How do we know what 
we know’ looked at how both 
Religion and Science are both 
needed to answer many of 
today’s big questions through 
some amazingly practical 
experiments.

Apart from the excellent 
presentations which will help 
prepare those who attended 

for their future studies, it also 
gave them a brief look at one 
of our local universities and 
life therein. The boys were 
impeccably behaved and 
participated fully in all the 
practical and discussion tasks. 

My thanks go to them, the 
Institute and Mrs Brackstone, 
who kindly came along to 
help, for making this such a 
pleasant and worthwhile trip.

Mr Shoebridge 
Head of RE

LASAR Workshops

Sam being Professor Billingsley’s guinea-pig!

Workshops took place in one of the lecture theatres

Reece and Oscar in the 3D workshop

Was the question...

New Menus

Our canteen, and the food it produces, is 
very popular with staff and students. 

In April, our chef, Mr Dancy, reflected 
on comments and suggestions received 
from staff and students alike, and used the 
feedback to design a new menu. 

As a result, our menu now includes one 
‘National Food’ day per week, as well as a 
wider choice of vegeterian options, which 
is proving a big hit!

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Cottage Pie

Spicy Italian meatballs with spaghetti, 

garlic bread and salad

Veggie burgers with salad and potatoes

Seasonal vegetables

Blueberry Muffin

Roast chicken, roast potatoes,  Yorkshire pudding and gravy

Vegetarian Lasagne

Veggie burgers with salad and potatoes

Seasonal vegetables

Apple crumble

Traditional fish and chips

Chicken Korma with rice

BBQ chicken with potato wedges 

Seasonal vegetables

Chocolate croissants

week commencing
16.04.18 

one
Oriental Beef and broccoli stir-fry

Stir-fried vegetables and rice

Veggie burgers with salad and potatoes

Seasonal vegetables

Iced Sponge Cake

Friday

Mexican chilli with seasoned potato wedges

Chicken Fajitas with peppered rice

Five Bean Chilli with plain rice

Seasonal vegetables

Chocolate muffin

A selection of sandwiches and baguettes are available and 

Breakfast Club open from 7:50am - 8:20am daily.
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Schools Bible Project ’17

Mrs Joanna Bogle speaking in Assembly.

The winners of the Schools Bible Project 2017  
(L to R): Finn, Tony, Kevin, Emmanuel, Mrs Bogle, Davide, Chief, Olu and Thomas

At the end of the summer 
term 2107, Yr 8 participated 
in a competition run by 
Christian Projects called the 
Schools Bible Project 2017.  The 
aim was to write an essay 
about a Bible story from the 
perspective of someone who 
was actually present. 

During the next academic year 
a Yr 9 Assembly was visited by 
Christian Projects’ Chairman, 
Mrs Joanna Bogle to speak 
to students who participated 
in the competition. She 
was refreshingly honest 
about the standard of some 
entries received - not from 
St Columba’s! - and fulsome 
in her praise of the entries 
received from our students. 

Mrs Bogle presented awards 
to eight of our students 
shown right. Well done to all 
eight!

Mr Shoebridge  
Head of RE

Throughout the year we 
have been happy to host  
Science taster sessions for our 
primary partners from the 
Corpus Christi Partnership 
(and beyond). 

The sessions are designed 
to help expand children’s 
experience of science, and 
get a flavour of education at 
St Columba’s.

As you can see, the  
St Thomas More pupils 
looked very cool as well as  
having their vision well 
protected! St Peter Chanel 
pupils also donned goggles  
and got hands on with some 
experiments! 

We love having pupils from 
our feeder schools visit us.

A Taste of Science

Silver Star!

Jack Petchey Awards

Yr 4 from St Peter Chanel enjoying their Science 
Taster with Mr Davies and Mrs Shipp

Pupils from St Thomas More 
with Mr Bhana, Head of Science

.... and this was 
     the answer!

Sometimes there can be 
blocks to success and when  
these blocks are identified 
and dealt with the impact 
can be enormous.

One block that slows down 
learning is not having  
the correct equipment, 
so as a reminder we 
introduced the SUPER SIX! 

Mr Kendall

Luke Courtney

Marathon Stars!

The St Columba’s community 
continues to be very outward 
looking and engaged in the 
world around us and as well 
as the student charity drives 
we have a number of keen 
entrants for the London 
Marathon. 

In Greenwich on 22 April, 
along with 40,000 or so 
hardy souls, two of our 
governors Mr Kendall and  
Mr McDonough and at least 
one of our ex-students Luke 
Courtney, took part in the 
London Marathon raising 
money for good causes.

Luke completed the course 
in 4hrs 47minutes. Luke 
who attended St Columba’s  

between 2001 and 2006 
ran to raise money for 
the Queen Square Brain Bank 
a research facility at  
University College London.

Mr Kendall reported “It is 
singularly the hardest thing I’ve 
ever done. I came in at 5hrs 50. It 
was hard not to smile with London 
cheering you on.  Great support, but 
oh so hard.  At the end, I didn’t even 
want to look at a pair of trainers. 
Now, despite the aches and pains, I’m 
thinking, I’m sure I can knock 20 
mins or so off that time! Thanks for 
the support and generous donations.”  

Mr Kendall ran in aid of 
Caritas Anchor House and 
Mr McDonough raised 
money for the NSPCC.

Bank of England 
Careers Talk

St Columba’s is recognised 
as a centre of excellence for 
Financial Education and in 
April we were delighted to 
welcome a representative 
from the Bank of England.

Ms Anita Wade spoke to 
twenty of our  Yr 11 students 
about the role of the Bank 
of England and career paths  
into it. 

Those who attended had 
already expressed an interest 
in a possible career in the 
financial sector and had lots 
of well thought out questions 
for our guest speaker. 

Students took away a much 
clearer idea of the Bank’s 
role, added incentive to 
perform well in their GCSE’s 
and several with a desire to 
work for the Bank itself. 

Mr Shoebridge 
Head of RE and  

Financial Education Lead

It was great to see Emmanuel in Yr 8 being awarded a Jack 
Petchey Award for excellence in RE by Mr Shoebridge during 
the Yr 8 assembly in May. Emmanuel has worked especially 
hard and this has been recognised.

In November we were 
delighted that  Rhys from 
Yr 9 was presented with his 
Jack Petchey Award. Rhys 
was nominated by the Danson 
Youth Trust for his work in 
volunteering at the Childrens’ 
Centre and with the Trust 
themselves. 

Well done Rhys!

Max in  Yr 7 being presented with his 
Jack Petchey award from  
Head of Year Mr Eldridge 

We were pleased to be awarded the Silver Star accreditation by 
Transport for London in October 2017. 

This improvement from the Bronze Star the school has  
held for some years reflects the increased attention the school 
has given to road safety and the travel initiatives we have 
covered in assemblies. 

Emmanuel in Yr 8 being presented with his 
Jack Petchey award by  

Mr Shoebridge, Head of RE

Our staff know our students 
really well, value them highly 
and are genuinely thrilled at 
their success.



Yr 7 and the English Department  
at Shakespeare’s Globe

In April we travelled up to The Globe Theatre in London to  
experience the atmosphere in which Shakespeare’s plays 
were originally enjoyed, and bring to life texts our students 
have been studying. For many boys, this was their first trip 
to The Globe. Many groups were speculating what Benedick 
and Beatrice would look like; wondered if a modern Leonato 
would really strike his daughter, and if anyone would really 
kiss on stage in front of everyone!

This year’s production of Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado about 
Nothing’ had a modern spin which included mobile phones 
and secretly recorded videos, leaving the audience shocked 
and entertained in equal parts. The verbal sparring between 
Beatrice and Benedick provided several ‘laugh out loud’ moments 
in a way that reading those lines in class, can never recreate. 

While the moments of roaring laughter, as well as those 
of ultimate outrage reinforce the understanding and 
presentation of the themes and ideas in the play, one cannot 
neglect the deeper questions about life, love and relationships. 

The questions we wanted answers to were... 

‘Why on earth did Claudio and Don Pedro take the traitorous Don John’s 
word at face value?’ 

ShakesFear is Shakespeare’s greatest enemy.  
If we believe that students should study 
Shakespeare at school, we need to find ways of 
banishing ShakesFear from our classrooms.

PATRICK SPOTTISWOODE
DIRECTOR, 

GLOBE EDUCATION

Free Bibles
In March, the RE department was delighted to receive one 
hundred free Bibles for our students. This grant was made by 
the Trinitarian Bible Society whose mission is to ensure that as 
many people as possible have access to copies of the Christian 
Scriptures.

Students were very excited to have the new Bibles in their 
classes, and each RE classroom now has a different colour of 
the Bible. Whereas our old copies were limited in number and 
the students often had to share a copy, now they can each have 
a copy of their own to use in lessons.

We are very mindful of the work that the Trinitarian Bible Society 
does in Bible translation and distributing them around the  
world to underprivileged people in many developing nations. 
For this reason, we appreciate them allowing us to also benefit 
from their fantastic charitable work.

We are very grateful for this grant that has provided this new 
resource to our already engaging RE lessons.

Mr Olowofoyeku 
RE Department

Abel from Yr 11 speaking  
about stereotypes

Mr Fisher outlining how  
British Values are lived out.

Gilbert from Yr 10 speaking to Yr 10

Just before the October half 
term break I  had the privilege 
of leading assemblies on the 
topic of British Values. We 
had a bit of fun looking at 
the stereotypical portrayal 
of British people but more 
importantly we discussed 
how fortunate we are to 
live in a society that has 
democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty, mutual 
respect and tolerance of those 
of different faiths and beliefs.

We use assemblies to 
speak to the whole school 
about issues that affect us 
locally - such as road safety, 
and nationally - such as 
Scottish Independence,  
and globally, such as the EU 
referendum. 

We plan the content to 
ensure that subjects are 
covered but we allow 
for flexibility to react to 
circumstances and issues that 
may arise from time to time.   

One week, we had Yr 11 
students talking about 
stereotypes.

Our Safer Schools Police 
Liaison Officer, PC Dodgson, 
who is becoming more 
and more a part of our 
community has been in 
assemblies giving students 
positive advice about how to 
keep out of trouble. 

We have had Yr 10 students 
speaking to their peers about 
the importance of working 
hard to be successful. All 
through one week, Mrs 
Turner demonstrated how 
to use GCSE Pod and Doddle to 
support their progress and 
attainment.

The richness and variety 
of topics covered in our 
assemblies reflects the fact 
that we teach so much more 
than subjects within the 
timetabled curriculum.

Mr Fisher 
Head Teacher

Assemblies

PC Dodgson speaking to Yr 10

1110

Mrs Turner explaining how to 
make revision a Doddle

Maths Discovery Day

In July, Mrs Groves and I 
had the great privilege of 
taking some of our brightest 
Yr 9 mathematicians to the 
University of Greenwich 
for the day. It was titled 
a Maths Discovery Day 
and our students sat in on 
two lectures: Encryption 
and The Mathematics of 
Games. Students learnt 
about the history of 
encryption including the 
use of the enigma machine  
during WW2 as well as the 
security keys that are used 
today to code the data we 
send over the internet. 

The second lecture on the 
Mathematics of Games (with 
a prize of £10 at stake) was 

very enjoyable! Malachy and 
Tony were close but didn’t 
quite claim the winning 
prize. Students discovered the 
strategy used in games such 
as rock, paper, scissors and 
the speaker, Rob Eastaway 
revealed the tactics behind 
Harry Kane’s penalties in the 
World Cup. 

The day was completed 
with a treasure hunt around 
the university campus. The 
students were well behaved 
throughout and it was a great 
opportunity for them to 
sample university life.

Mr M Williams 
Head of Maths

Yohan 9F said:  
“The maths trip was a great 
experience.  The second lecturer  
was really enthusiastic and 
open to others.”  

Jonathan 9M said:  
“The two lectures helped me 
understand the importance of  
maths in education.”

Mrs Groves sits with students in the Maths Lecture Theatre

Maths lecture about encryption in full flow

 ‘How could Leonato take the word of Claudio and Don Pedro over that  
of his own daughter?’

And more importantly,  ‘Should Hero have forgiven Claudio after he  
ruined her reputation without confirming the facts?’ 

Like all audiences - then or now - we expected a happy 
ending, and while Shakespeare leaves us with questions 
like the ones above, to discuss on the coach trip  
back to school; he also gives us a happy ending because 
like Beatrice and Benedick, who realise that despite their 
differences, they are perfect for each other. 

Ms Keevey
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PE ROUND UP

Handball

Yr 9 Rugby Festival Win

In October Mr Eldridge took the Yr 8 Handball team to  
complete in the Bexley School Games at Erith School. Despite 
strong opposition from Erith and Hurstmere schools amongst 
others, the boys played magnificently to win the tournament. 

Rugby

We have been working hard to continue the development of 
Rugby at St Columba’s.  Since the start of the year, we have had 
regular training for boys in Yrs 7, 8 and 9 and this has seen 
good numbers every week.  

As part of our link with the RFU and local club, Dartfordians 
RFC, we have had the massive bonus of coaching assistance 
from Dave Phillips, Dan Phillips as well as our new RFU  
Area-Coordinator David Cheng.  

It has been great to see the progress the boys have made 
in both lesson time and in our team training over the past  
half term. Highlights have included festival victories for the  
Yr 7 and Yr 9 Teams and a wonderful performance by the Yr 8 
team to beat Wilmington Grammar School by 20-10. 

There are also exciting plans in place for  
St Columba’s to have its own Rugby pitch -  
hopefully that will happen in the future!

Rugby training with Chaplain Fred in the background trying to keep up!

The victorious Yr 8 Handball team

The Yr 9 squad travelled to St George’s School in  
Gravesend on Friday 6 October to compete in a North West 
Kent Festival.

The team played Woolwich Polytechnic School first 
and won a tight game 15-10.  Our next fixture against 
Howard School saw St Columba’s romp to a 25-0 victory.   
There were some fantastic tries scored over the course of  
the festival from the likes of Ify, Matthew and Christopher  
but the key to the boys success was the immense defensive 
performances in both fixtures.  After beating both Woolwich 
Poly and Howard, St George’s conceded our final fixture and 
St Columba’s were the champions!

A triumphant Yr 9 Rugby Team after the North West Kent Rugby Festival

Sports Day

Sports Day in June was a 
huge success. Students from 
all forms competed in our 
annual event, which despite 
the searing heat was a keenly 
contested competition. 

The field events took place 
in the morning with the 
whole school joining outside 
for the track events for the 
afternoon. There were some 
stunning races on show, most 
notably in the 4x100m relay 
and the sprints. 

 

The day ended with a 
traditional students vs staff  
Tug of War. The staff were 
once again  victorious. 

Despite a fierce competition 
from Campion, congratulations 
go to More house who were 
the overall winners again for 
the fouth time in six years.

Mr Martin 
Assistant Head Teacher

Gabriel 9M  
and Michael 9F

Daniel 10C Elijah

Students vs Staff

Cheerleaders for Form 8L

Boccia 
In December, as part of the Bexley 
School Sport programme, St Columba’s 
entered a team from the St Ambrose 
Suite in the Bexley Boccia competition.  
Great fun was had by all and there was some 
great throwing on display. 

 
 
The A Team did brilliantly to reach the 
final! Many thanks to Ms Williamson who 
accompanied the team.

12
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1: My child enjoys school

Attendance at Parents’ Evenings 

4: My child is making enough 
progress at this school

2: The school keeps my 
child safe

5: The teaching is good  
at this school

3: The school informs me 
about my child’s progress

6: The school helps me to 
support my child’s learning

Key

Strongly Agree

Disagree

Agree

Strongly Disagree

Open Evening Survey Results 2018

93%

Year 8

84%

Year 9

93%

Year 10

92%

Year 11

95%

Year 7

15

7: The school helps my child 
to have a healthy lifestyle

10: The school deals effectively 
with unacceptable behaviour

13: Overall, I am happy 
with my child’s experience 
at this school

8: The school makes sure that my 
child is well prepared for the  
future (eg changing year group or school, 
and for children finishing school, entering 
further education or employment)

11: The school takes account of  
my suggestions and concerns

9: The school meets my 
child’s particular needs

12: The school is led and 
managed effectively

Thank you for celebrating and accepting 
differences.

Just to say thank you to everyone who has 
helped my son in so many ways in his 
learning. 

Delighted with my son’s continued progress. 
Thank you!

We would like to say how impressed we 
were with the teachers’ enthusiasm for their 
subjects and obvious knowledge of our child.

I believe the school and the staff are doing 
a great job with the students. The Parent 
Evening system seems to be well managed but 
may I suggest that refreshments be offered to 
parents as it done with staff?  
Maybe just tea and coffee?

Fantastic school, we love it!

Overall I am happy with the school and my 
son’s progress.

I feel that the school has always been 
supportive and the reasons behind my son 
not enjoying school are down to him, not the 
school.

Could you please take out some of the greasy 
and sugary food?

Having the boys go round and book the 
parents’ evening appointments themselves 
leaves it up to them to decide who to see for us. 
My son is unfortunately a bit shy and we have 
only managed to see five teachers this time.

Some of the many additional comments from 
our parents and carers at the Open Evenings

My son has made great progress, very pleased 
with the school and the efforts of staff.  
Can more teachers use the egg-timers please?

53.4%

Parents’ Evening were 
held for every year group 
during the Spring term and 
attendance was, as ever, very 
high. The bar chart below 
shows the attendance at each 
of the evenings. 

We do genuinely believe 
that education is a three-
way partnership between the 
parents/carers, the student 
and the school and we are 
delighted that so many 
families are committed to 
the success of our students.  

At every evening, we give 
parents a sheet showing 
where the teachers are  
located and on the reverse is 
a simple questionnaire 
designed to let us know how  
well, or otherwise, we are  
doing. We do invite comments  
and try to respond promptly 
where names are given.

Overall as you can see, 
parents and carers views of 
St Columba’s remain very 
positive which is obviously 
very heartening, 

However, there are occasional 
issues that do need to be 
addressed and resolved and 
we always try to resolve 
them completely. Good 
communication tends to 
address and clear up any 
misunderstandings or 
issues quite speedily. We 
have already responded to 
comments about the food 
offered in the canteen as 
you see on page 15. We have 
also in years past received a 
number of comments on the 
organisation of the Parents’ 

Evening themselves but this 
year it has been pleasing to 
see more comments about 
happiness with the way the 
evening is run. 

As we said last year, we are 
not complacent and welcome 
your views. If you have 
an issue that needs to be 
resolved, do get in contact 
with us. We do listen and 
try to respond as quickly as 
possible.

48.4% 48.4%

0.5% 2.7% 4.2%

57.8% 38.0% 51.3%

40.2%

42.3%

45.0%

51.3%

54.0%

1%

3.7%

7.8%

3.7%

51.5% 46.4%

29.9%

63.7%

0.5%
5.9%

1%

2.1%

3.9%

51.1%

47.9%

37.9%

58.2%

2.1%

8.4%

39.5%
35.4%

57.9%55.6%

0.5%0.6%

41.3% 54.5%

0.5% 3.7%

45.3% 53.7%

1%
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Joe and Jose captain the Grudge Match at the end of the tour 
between ‘The Saints’ and ‘Columba’s FC’

Pre-match: ‘The Saints’ vs Roda JC

In the Media Room at PSV Eindhoven before the  
Women’s International against Northern Ireland

 (L to R) Zack (Personality of the Tour),  
Jamie (Players’ Player of the Tour) and Jude (Player of the Tour)

During the Easter Holidays we took thirty five students to 
Holland on our biennial Football tour. The trip was extremely 
successful and the students gained many positive experiences. 
Both of our teams (a mix of Yrs 7, 8 and 9) played a total of 
six games over the four days seeing us win three, draw one 
and lose two. In amongst that there was an impressive 5-5 
draw again Roda JC, who are a professional Dutch football 
club. The performances of the boys on the pitch, matched 
their excellent conduct off it. 

On our day off between our two morning training sessions,  
we visited the PSV Eindhoven Stadium for a guided tour and  

were fortunate enough to watch the first team train. The boys 
took great inspiration from this into the evening matches. 

I would like to thank the students, Mr Eldridge and  
Mr Creighton for making the trip such a success.  I would  
also like to mention Mrs Carrano and Mrs Egan, without 
whose additional support with the admin and preparation, 
the trip wouldn’t have taken place at all.

Mr Martin 
Assistant Head Teacher

Going Dutch!

Easter Gardens

Home Learning Projects play an important part of learning 
in RE here at St Columba’s. 

At Easter, Yr 8 extended their knowledge and understanding 
of the Paschal Mystery at home by developing modern day 
interpretations of Leonardo Di Vinci’s Last Supper and creat-
ing Easter Gardens to show scenes from Holy Week.

A number of submissions were shortlisted for prizes and 
our congratulations go to: William, Reece, Ivan, Sean, 
Marlon, and Chris, well done boys! 

 
Mr Barry 

RE Teacher

Prizegiving Key Stage 3

Key Stage 4

At the end of the summer 
term we held Prize Giving 
Evenings, for KS3 and KS4. 
As a school we do make it a 
central tenet of our approach 
to celebrate the successes of 
each of our students. These 
can be in PE and Games, 
practical subjects such as 
Design Technology and of 
course academic subjects, 
Maths, English, History etc.  
You will see from the photos 
that we have a lot to celebrate!

Perhaps one of the most 
heartening things with 
our students, and it is 
frequently highlighted with 
those who are awarded  
the Head of Year awards, and 
the Head Teacher award, is 
their attitude.

The attitude to learning 
is consistently exemplary 
and they often wear their 
Red and Yellow Progress 
Stars with pride. But it’s 
not just their lessons; their 
demeanour around school, 
their appearance and their 
manners. 

Ayo, Karis and Sean (back)  
Louis, Chinaza and Tomasin (front)

Haydn and Alzario (back) 
Alex, Mart and Mark (front)

Sean, Clayton and Jude (back) 
Ben, Miguel and Samuel (front)

Ralph & Eli (back)  
Ronald and Charlie (front)

Parents and carers

Tobi and 
Michael (back) 

Levi, Sam and 
Sam (front)

Oliver, Malachy, Tom, Vennu, Jim (back) 
Joe, Eren and Gilbert (front)

They are all first class and 
it should fill us all with 
optimism for the future.
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St Ambrose Suite Expands! Authors Visit

Bikeability

Dillon from Yr 7 won a prize for the 
best question of the visit!

William from Yr 7 with Dan Freedman

As part of our Right2Read initiative, in October, the American 
author Michael Grant came to vist us from across the pond, 
giving students an interesting talk, followed by question and 
book signings. 

In December we also had the pleasure of welcoming Dan 
Freedman, author of the ‘Jamie Johnson’ series of novels to  
St Columba’s. In the theatre, Dan spoke to Yr 7 students as 
well as pupils from St Joseph’s, St Stephen’s and St Thomas 
More Primary Schools. The boys were taken on Dan’s journey 
from being the FA’s journalist at the World Cup to becoming 
the author of the world renowned ‘Jamie Johnson’ stories. Dan 
also highlighted that as a child he had been a reluctant reader 
but a change of mindset opened many doors for him, “Just 
because of the use of words.”

Dan also signed books for the boys and awarded a prize to 
Dillon from 7C for the best question of the session. 

 Mr Martin 
Assistant Head Teacher

St Stephen’s pupils showing their 
signed books

18

Foundations dug out....

Steels delivered.... ...and craned into position!

.... and being filled with concrete!

Early in the Autumn term the ground floor steel frame arrived 
for the extension to the St Ambrose Suite (SAS) forming the 
base for the ground and first floor additions. Whilst the crane 
was on site, the students helped by having some of their 
classrooms relocated (safety being the priority at all times) 
and having a limited lunch offer, as there was restricted access 
to the kitchen.  

This project has been several years in the making and it is 
exciting to see it coming together this term, with the support 
of our Local Authority, the London Borough of Bexley.  As 
the SAS students watched the steels being installed, they were 
already discussing which colours to decorate the new rooms. 

Roll forward eight months and we were delighted to be able 
to move into the new St Ambrose Suite.  We are truly blessed 
to have such high quality resources for our students. I would 
like to thank the Local Authority for having the confidence in  
St Columba’s to extend our Special Needs Resourced  
Provisions and to fund our new building.  

Mrs Goddard 
Business Manager

John from 11F officially opening  
the SAS extension 

Messrs Eldridge and Martin  
with  Yr 7 students 
and Dan Freedman

Head Boy Ladi with the Head Teacher and the Chair of Governors

James from Yr 10 working on  
his DT project

The Science Area was very busy  
during Open Day

Vasko, Georgios, Sam and Jack demonstrating their  
skills in English during Open Day

Open Day

In October we had our Open Day and we were visited by 
even more families than usual. We were very grateful to all 
the students who came and helped show off the school to 
prospective parents and students. We also had six open 
mornings. More families than ever before are coming to see 
for themselves just how good our school is…. The “good news” 
is spreading!

The Open Day was covered 
by members of the BBC School 
Report Club, who have started 
reporting again after the 
summer break. Our roving 
newshounds will be sniffing 
out stories throughout the 
year. Here is Ektoras from Yr 8 
spotting a photo opportunity.

Mr Dennis

(L to R): David, Gabriel, Alfie, Nana, Jake, Mart, Sam and Isaac (L to R): Casey, Matthew, Joe, Sam, Zack, Matthew, Martin, Uly, Yemi and Dylan

As part of our continuing theme of promoting an active 
lifestyle for our students, twenty five students from KS3 took 
part in the Bexley Bikeability programme during May. As well 
as promoting a healthier lifestyle we are keen that students 
learn how to use the roads safely and the Bikeability team took 
our students out across four days, training them on using the 
roads safely and considerately.

Pictured right are nine Yr 9 students who took part in the 
course with their certificates.



Streetwise Road Safety Visit

Summer Talent 

In November, Yr 7  had 
an additional assembly 
on Road Safety. A theatre 
group called Performance 
in Education gave an 
interactive presentation on 
the importance of Road 
Safety and how easy it is for  
other thoughts and  

concerns to distract us from 
taking care as pedestrians.

It was both fun and hard-
hitting and we hope that 
the students will keep 
this in mind as they 
travel to and from school.  
                

Mr Eldridge  
                                   Head of  Yr7 

In November, we came together as a whole school community in the 
playground, to show our respect with prayers and two minutes silence as 
an act of remembrance for the countless numbers of people who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.

In Remembrance

Activities for students 
continued right up until the 
end of term in July with a 
Talent Show for Yr 7 (with 

some ‘ringers’ from Yr 8 and Yr 9) 
and an ‘Animal Experience’ 
in the Learning Resources 
Centre. 

Alex 8FJermiah 9C

Ben 7B
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Police Visit

In May, we had a visit from two police officers in the library  
demonstrating to us various equipment and uniforms. They 
brought a wide range of items with them, helmets, batons, 
shields, handcuffs and a metal detector.

I really enjoyed the visit and was impressed by the weapons, 
I especially liked the metal detector and I used it on some 
students who had hidden phones and keys in their pockets!

 Ektoras 8M

Ayo Fortune

 Matthew, Ektroras and PC Dodgson

Geography Field Trip 
In July, Yr 10 Geography 
students went on field trip to 
the Reculver Coast, Herne Bay. 
The purpose of the trip was 
to gather valuable primary 
data on coastal management, 
for their Physical Geography 
Fieldwork enquiry.

We arrived to glorious 
sunshine and a strong north- 
westerly sea breeze. We then 
started our excursion at 
the North Sea Wall where 
we went on the beach to 
observe longshore drift, the 
sea wall and groynes present.  
We also drew sketches, took 
photos and used other data  
collection techniques.

We then moved to the 
Reculver Towers and Roman 
Fort. Here we read about 
the history of the fort as 

well as examined how it 
has been protected from 
coastal erosion through the 
use of rock armour and the 
sea wall. It was then on to 
Reculver Cliffs where we 
explored first hand various 
coast erosional landforms 
like cliffs, headland and wave 
cut platforms. 

Our day culminated with 
students conducting a 
questionnaire with local 
people around the area. 
I would to express our 
gratitude to Mrs Carrano for 
her work in organising the 
trip as well as Mr Woodcock 
(B), Mr Creighton and Fred 
for their help.

Mr Jackson 
Head of Geography

Mr Jackson talking to students at the 
Reculver  Visitor Centre

Mr Woodcock (B) and Kieran in front of Reculver 
Towers and Fort

For a second year we were 
able to visit the Royal Society 
Science Exhibition in London. 
The exhibition showcases 
many research projects from 
the air on Mars to innovations 
in human prosthetics. It is 
remarkable to observe how 
well our boys engaged with 
these scientists/ researchers 
by asking good, interesting 
questions. The responses by 
researchers were filled with 
passion which provided 
students with thoughts 
that you truly need to  
enjoy what you do!  

 

The greatest benefit of this 
experience for our students 
is seeing science in action, 
observing the behind the 
scenes aspects of research 
and the satisfaction of 
achievement.

It was an absolutely 
awesome day and I am 
sure many of our students 
will consider following a  
career in science that not only 
results in many challenges 
and failures but the joys of 
success. 

Mr Bhana 
Head of Science

Royal Society Science Exhibition Trip

Cian with the latest generation 
prosthetic hand

The whole group outside the Science Exhibition 
in Carlton Terrace, London  SW1

Dayne looking at how centripetal 
forces are affected by gravity  
and mass
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OsamuyiAshley

Jude (and Poppy!)Daniel

OscarRhys

NathanielDavid

Yr 7 Commendations Yr 8 Commendations

Yr 9 Commendations

Red Stars (l to r) Sam, Joe, Daniel-Joseph, Joseph,  
Jenushan,  Tyler, Ben and Joseph

Niitendekai Josiah

Jake NathanGodfrey

ErenRyan

Noah 

Yr 9 Commendations Yr 10 Commendations

Yr 10 Commendations

Red Stars (l to r) Gabriel, Matthew, Chief ,Valentin, Godfrey, 
Uly, Raphael and Vennu

Red Stars (l to r) Stan, Sam, Pravjoth, Jose, Kieran and Christopher
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Mixed Media Self-Portrait 
Nathan Yr 11 

Wonder Woman 
Rory Yr 9  

Cityscape and Fantasyland 
 Ryan Yr 10

Mexican Mixed Media Self-Portrait  
Mata Yr 11

Chris Yr 7

Nathan SAS1

Ciaran  10C

Yr 7 students working on their 
Mexican designs in the studio

David 11M

Impressionist Landscape  
Solomon 11F

Solomon 11F

Art Round Up 

Young artists at St Columba’s 
have once again created a 
wonderful range of work in 
different styles and media 
forms across the different 
year groups. The talent and 
imagination on display 
within the school community 
is outstanding and I am very 
proud of all of them for their 
hard work and commitment. 

During the last term,  
Yr 7 have enjoyed working 
on a Mexican Art Project that  
challenged them to create 
masks based on the idea of 
a festival celebration. Year 8 
have been exploring natural 
forms and composition work 
while Year 9 have studied  
Pop Art and Futurism. 

The GCSE classes in Key Stage 
4 have created canvas work 
based on their own identities 
and lifestyles as well as 
different environmental 
settings that are significant to 
them. 

Well done, boys!

Mrs Archer 
Head of Art

Outside the Art Studio  
Nathan Yr 11

Danson Park Canvas 
Abdul Yr 10 

Luca Yr 7

Hometown with red buildings 
Mata Yr 11

Ethan 11F 

Monet-style Water Lilies  
Abdul Yr 10

Mata 11C

Chris Yr 7

Asley Yr 7

Harjun Yr 7



Yr 11 Prizegiving

Ex-Students receiving their GCSE certificates!

Messrs Woodcock (B) and Fisher enjoying the presentations

Mr O’Sullivan presenting the William Blake Award for 
English Literature to Solomon

Gordon 
from CRiBS 

delivering the 
main address

Chair of Governors Mrs Johnson with Liam, 
recipient of the Governors’ Award for  
Outstanding Contribution to School Life

Mrs Turner with Chukwu, Stephen and 
Ayomide at the “after show” party!

Ex-Students with Mum standing in for Finbar!

In March, William from 
Form 9X performed a  
Grade 5 piece on his  
clarinet at the St Fidelis  
Primary School Music 
Festival.  His performance was  
outstanding and his 
jazzy clarinet melodies  
captivated the audience.  
Well done William!

Mr Watson 
Head of Music

All that Jazz!
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Yr 11 Leavers’ Tea Party

Enitan and William
Centrepiece of the celebration was this fantastic cake 
made by former Art Technician Mrs Haslam

Miss Cox, Nick, Nimi, William, Luke, 
Nathan and SamMr Fisher, Head Boy Ladi and  

Head of Year Mr Woodcock (J)
Reece, Alex, Emmanuel, Nimi and William

 Vikesh, Matt, Fola, Jonathan and Ari

My first week at St Columba’s has been...

Poetry Please!
...Very enjoyable.   
I’m meeting new people and developing new skills in new subjects. I enjoy Music, PE and English.                                                             Tomi

My first week at St Columba's has been….  

  

… very enjoyable meeting new people & developing skills in many subjects. I especially enjoy Music, PE & English –  Tomi 

...Spectacular! It’s a transition 
with big expectations.  
I have been becoming more 
independent as days go by.  
                                           Tom

My first week at St Columba's has been…. 
 

 
 

… Spectacular! It’s a big transition with big 
expectations. I have been becoming more 
independent as days go by –  Tom 

...Great! My favourite 
subjects have been Maths, 
PE and Science. Bible Club 
and Youth Club have been 
fantastic.                      Prince

My first week at St Columba's has been….  

  

… Great! My favourite subjects have been Maths, PE and Science. Bible Club & Youth Club have been fantastic.  
BEST SCHOOL EVER! –  Prince 

...Exciting! Different from primary! I love the food and variety of dishes. I enjoy History - all the battles that have shaped our culture.                                                         Kelvin

My first week at St Columba's has been….  

  

… exciting & exceptionally different from primary school. I 
enjoy the delicious food & the variety of exotic dishes. I enjoy History because of the bloody battles that inevitably shaped our culture today –  Kelvin 

...Amazing! Everyone made 

me feel very welcome. Yr 11s 

helped me and the whole 

school community made me 

feel I had a place here.                  

                           
      Benjamin

My first week at St Columba's has been…. 

 

 

 

…amazing – everyone made me feel very 

welcome. The Yr 11s helped me out a lot & the 

whole comuunity made me feel I had a place 

here –  Benjamin 

...Amazing! I thought it was 

going to be hard finding my 

way in such a massive school, 

but I’ve settled in very well. 

My favourite lesson is Maths.                  

                                     Kombo

My first week at St Columba's has been…. 
 

 
 

… Amazing! At first I thought it was going to 

be hard finding my way in such a massive 

school but I’ve settled in very well. My 

favourite lesson is Maths –  Kombo 

...Outstanding! Amazing! 

I can’t believe how smart 

everyone is. They are all sooo 

polite to me. I’m happy to be 

a St Columba’s boy.                              

                           
             Mart

My first week at St Columba's has been…. 

 

 

 

…Outstanding! Amazing! I can’t believe how 

smart the people are. They are sooo polite to 

me, I’m so happy that I’m a St Columba's boy 

–  Mart 

...Good because I have  
made friends and have 
already been getting  
Merits!                  
                                          Can

My first week at St Columba's has been…. 
 

  

… good because I have made friends and I 
have been getting merits! –  Can 

...Exciting but very nerve-

wracking to see the bigger 

boys. I’m part of the football 

team and it’s fun mixing with 

them. The food is lovely!                  

                           
               Alfie

My first week at St Columba's has been…. 

 

 

 

…exciting but very nerve-wracking to see the 

bigger boys. I’m part of the football team & 

it’s fun mixing with the team. The food is 

lovely – Alfie 

...Amazing! I have really 

enjoyed the past few weeks 

and enjoyed the subjects 

including Maths, Science  

and ICT.                                

                                            J
oe

My first week at St Columba's has been…. 

 

 

 

… Amazing! I have really enjoyed the past 

three weeks & enjoyed many of the subjects 

including Maths, Science and ICT–  Joe 

... Amazing!  I have learned lots and the teachers are very kind. The older students are all good role models                                                                    Mark

My first week at St Columba's has been….  

  

… Amazing! I have learned lots of stuff & all the teachers that I have are very kind. All the students are good role models –  Mark 

...Excellent!  

Most people are friendly and 

the teachers are great.  

I love this new school!                            

                                  
Benjamin

My first week at St Columba's has been…. 

 

 

 

… excellent, most people are friendly and all 

the teachers are great. 

I love this new school! –  Benjamin 

In early October 2017, Yr 9  
students were tasked to extract 
DNA from strawberries. 

The students were challenged 
by the whole process and 
surprised by the end result. 
Many commented that they 
would not see strawberries 
in the same light ever again. 
Some students were a bit more 
drastic and stated they would 
never eat a strawberry again!  
 
And here I am, thinking in 
science, we should encourage 
and not discourage... Despite 
the challenges to boys’ tastes, 
students were totally engaged 
and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.

Mr Bhana 
Head of Science

In October 2017 we asked our new Yr 7 students to put 
in a few words what they thought of their first week at  
St Columba’s. Here are a few of their responses!

Mrs Fish-Halvorsen, tutor for 
Form 7B was delighted when 
Tyler brought in an acrostic 
poem he had written. 
This was unprompted and 
reflected how he felt about  
his new school.

An astounding number of Yr 10 students arrived bright and 
early for the last minute revision sessions in June, ahead of 
their English Language GCSE.  The photo below was taken 
between 7:30 and 8:15am, showing the growing number of 
first timers and a few Yr11 students re-sitting the exam.  

Ms Keevey 
English Department

Revision Sessions Strawberry Science


