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63 ProspectuS

A Christian community where everyone has the right to be happy, be safe and achieve.

St Columba’s 
Catholic Boys’ SchoolHalcot Avenue, Bexleyheath, Kent  DA6 7QB

Telephone:  01322 553236    
Email: office@st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk
Website:  www.st-columbas.bexley.sch.uk



Dear prospective parents and students,

Education at St Columba’s is an exciting journey of  
discovery. As a high-achieving comprehensive 
school for boys aged 11-16, we challenge every  
student to achieve his best... every step of the way. 
By setting the highest learning and behaviour  
expectations, our boys accomplish remarkable feats, 
reflected in recent ‘best ever’ exam results. 

Within secure, extensive grounds equipped with 
21st century facilities, students have the space to learn 
and grow. As Ofsted recognised, our boys not only  
 ‘enjoy lessons a great deal,’ but learn within a ‘culture  
of respect.’ (2010 Report). Alongside our strong 
academic tradition blending care with discipline,  
St Columba’s is a close multicultural community -  
a family - who look out for each other and the world  
around them. 

What truly sets us apart is our expertise in getting 
the absolute best out of boys. Dedicated staff work 
tirelessly to offer personalised learning, diverse  
extra-curricular opportunities and celebrate even 
the tiniest target achieved. As a result, boys proudly 
put our Catholic motto Tenui Nec Dimittam into  
action. Whatever their belief or ability, students 
take ‘hold of the faith’ and ‘will not let go.’ This 
determined spirit is alive across the curriculum  
everyday.

Through an enriched education, where  
compassion, forgiveness and courtesy are valued 
alongside academic success, boys leave St Columba’s 
as confident young men, prepared for the future. 
A vision I know you share for your son too. Since 
this prospectus gives just a flavour of school life, 
I warmly invite you to visit our popular school to 
meet its worthy ambassadors - our students. 

Nigel Fisher
Headteacher

A warm welcome to a Christian community where everyone 
has the right to be happy, safe and achieve...

inspiring a lifetime of                    
                      achievement

aspiration & success

positive partnerships working together

inspiring a lifetime of achievement

pathway to success

caring community & responsibility

motivating boys to learn



as experts in boys’ education, we use active learning and  
inspiring teaching to engage every student

Why do we have consistently high 
attendance? Simple. Boys love learning here. 
With specialist understanding of how boys 
learn best, our experienced teaching team  
nurture every boy’s strengths whilst  
supporting personal targets. Getting to know 
each student as an individual means we  
always adapt lessons to suit needs. No  
matter what their skills or ability, we  
cherish our students’ differences so they feel  
empowered to achieve anything. 

It starts with sparking their imagination, opening 
new doors of opportunity.  

At St Columba’s, lessons are dynamically brought 
to life using a range of teaching styles, inno-
vative technologies and impressive facilities.  
Interactive smart boards in every classroom  
engage boys in hands-on learning, whilst  
subject ICT suites offer boys the chance to  
independently extend their studies. And to 
stretch learning at home and help you, as par-
ents, stay up-to-speed with the latest information,  
everyone has access to Fronter - a cutting-edge 
virtual learning gateway available 24/7. 

Whether active learning in the classroom 
or releasing their natural energies across 
our extensive playing fields, we inspire  
every student to shine. As you would expect, 
sport is a much-loved feature of school life 
here, especially our renowned basketball and 
football teams. With diverse sports on offer,                                                                                                            
boys learn teamwork, as well as leadership skills 
- and, crucially, celebrate each other’s success  
together. As a small close-knit community,  
St Columba’s is the perfect environment for your 
son to thrive.

       

motivating boys
          to learn



pathway to                 
                   success

through an enriched curriculum, boys discover a world 
of opportunity full of challenge and achievement.

All you want for your son is the very best 
start in life, so he can make his mark on the 
world, live his dreams and be happy. We 
don’t just share your hopes, we guide boys 
through a broad, well-balanced education 
designed to help every child achieve. This 
is why students are grouped by ability per  
subject. Whilst nurturing individual talent, 
staff constantly track and measure progress, 
as well as stretch all abilities. To this end, both 
homework and personal targets are regularly 
set, with built-in support when needed. 

Every child’s progress is celebrated here - not 
just the chosen few. Through a challenging 
curriculum, we stretch minds, imagina-
tions and horizons. Boys relish the chance to  
connect with the world beyond, to 
think outside of the box. So we organise  
stimulating talks and visits to widen their 
outlook, or themed activities across the  
curriculum such as our recent Olympics 
fortnight. Rewarding pupils for Olym-
pian values of courage, determination and  
inspiration, gave them a real sense of  
belonging ... pride. 

Education at St Columba’s is not simply 
shaped by academic success. What makes 
learning extra special here is our popular 
range of extra-curricular activities which  
inspire boys to get sporty or creative. As well 
as traditional favourites - basketball, football 
and athletics - exciting opportunities await 
for boys to further showcase their diverse 
talents. From rowing, trampolining and table 
tennis, to Master Chef, chess and art, there’s 
something for every boy here to join in and 
have fun. 



Moving from primary to secondary can feel 
daunting sometimes. Not at St Columba’s. 
Taster days give you the chance to experi-
ence our wonderful school for yourself. And 
when boys first arrive, we help them settle 
into their new environment. From separate 
canteen and playground to student men-
tors offering advice with a smile, we do  
everything to help your son find his feet. 
Along with a supportive pastoral network of 
tutors and year heads, we are also blessed 
with a popular onsite chaplain always ready 
to listen.

Developing your son’s initiative, integrity 
and community spirit plays a central part in 
their education here. For example, students  
are entrusted to share responsibility  
in peer leadership roles. When elected to  
the prestigious Student Council, boys  
represent their peers with pride. The  
student voice really counts at St Columba’s,  
which is why we believe in our  
students to make thoughtful decisions  
for the good of the school. Elected  
student mentors even help younger boys  
at homework club, or in our fantastic  
learning support unit. 

Giving something back, kindness and  
helping each other: these values define us. 
Teaching boys to show compassion for  
global humanity is one of our finest 
strengths. In raising thousands of pounds  
every year, our boys proudly make a  
difference to people in need. Your son can 
play his part too. Through supporting an 
annual Lenten appeal, CAFOD, a Peruvian 
school and our local Bexley & Greenwich 
Community Hospice, boys here learn one 
of  life’s greatest skills: how to be selfless  
citizens with empathy for others.
          

whether entrusting students with responsibility or  
welcoming them into our family, we help every boy  
stand tall in their school, local and global community. 

caring community &   
                  responsibility



positive partnerships  
         working together
through teamwork, communication and educational 
partnerships, we support our children on their journey.

Working together makes such a difference, 
especially to our children. Inspiring them to 
rise to any challenge means we must show 
them how much their progress matters. Boys 
develop personal study skills through weekly 
homework, recorded in pupil planners. You 
receive termly reports detailing your son’s 
progress, with clear improvement targets and 
achievement levels. And if your own English 
and Maths skills are rusty, we host a popular 
evening event - full of fun - early in year 7 to 
share homework help tips. 

With an open door policy at St Columba’s, 
parents are always welcome. Contacting  
subject teachers or senior staff is easy through 
our email system. Clear, frequent communica-
tion between school and home helps you as a 
family best support your son, and allows staff 
to handle any concern proactively. One reason 
boys exceed expectations here, is due to our 
family-friendly community where we get to 
know your son as a person in his own right. 
Nurturing his sense of well-being is a task we 
gladly share with you.

Boys enjoy the enviable opportunity to  
benefit from a top independent school, 
Eltham College - an exceptional partnership 
allowing students regular use of its facilities. 
Every stage of your son’s journey is support-
ed whether through close links with feeder 
schools or further education colleges. Indeed, 
as part of the Bexley Partnership of Catholic 
Schools and Colleges, your son is entitled to 
continue post-16 studies at Christ the King: St 
Mary’s – a first class 6th form college. Seeing 
boys flourish and move onto future success is 
always a proud moment. 



opportunity beyond        
               the classroom

Beyond the classroom door, boys unlock 
another world of excitement: sport. Every 
young person is encouraged to get involved 
in physical activity whether as part of a team 
or developing individual talent. Healthy 
bodies create strong minds and positive  
attitudes. So a crucial aspect of sport here 
is teaching boys teamwork, a healthy sense 
of competitive and enjoyment in fitness.  
As a result, sports provision is one our 
most impressive strengths, filling boys with  
immense pride.

Superb onsite facilities include a huge 
multi-purpose sports hall, fitness suite with  
rowing machines and vast playing fields 
featuring football, athletics and train-
ing pitches. Whether your son is a table  
tennis enthusiast, or aspires to be the next  
Bradley Wiggins cycling champion,  
opportunity abounds at St Columba’s. Our 
basketball and football teams enjoy consid-
erable success at local and regional level. 
Year 8 not only won the U13 football Kent 
Cup, against stiff competition, but collec-
tively our sportsmen have earned a worthy  
reputation too - with some students going 
on to pursue professional sports careers. 

Of course, it’s not just about winning or  
being the absolute best. Students enjoy  
letting off steam positively, supporting each 
other and simply having fun. Interhouse 
competitions are hugely popular events 
during the school year, culminating in a  
celebration of achievement at our annual 
sports day. Even tug-of-war and chess stars 
join in. For those studying sport academi-
cally, consistently high results reflect the 
commitment of both students and staff.  
Ultimately, sharing success is what our 
school is all about... 

a rich programme of sporting opportunity opens doors to  
individual and team success, fantastic fun and new friends.



aspiration &  
                    success

In choosing where to entrust your son’s  
education, it is important to keep an eye on 
the future. You want your son to embrace 
change, to grow as a person and be the  
absolute best he can be. At St Columba’s,  
we share your aspirations. 

With stimulating facilities, devoted staff and 
choice of opportunities on offer, your son’s 
individual talents can truly shine. And as an 
inclusive community, we respect each other’s 
strengths and differences, always blending 
discipline with care. 

Whether discovering skills on the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, widening horizons when 
Oxbridge graduates visit, or feeling on top of 
the world accepting a well-earned award, the 
sky is the limit for boys’ ambitions here. 

Proud of our students and their incred-
ible achievements, we look forward to your 
son being part of our unique community 
and exciting future. Hoping this prospectus  
inspires you to visit, you can expect a  
friendly welcome as you find out for yourself 
why so many boys make St Columba’s their 
first choice school. 

A rich programme of sporting opportunity 
opens doors to individual and team success, 
fantastic fun and new friends.

by unlocking potential in every child, boys leave  
St Columba’s as responsible young men ready to meet  
21st century challenges.  


